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ABSTRACT

Sport constitutes an increasingly popular languzfgdiscourse in modern societies,
providing a (formal) system of signs, which is &agised by, among others,
businesses, media, public persons, and, partigulaillingly, politicians. Thus,
sport as a system of meanings can transfer anyesaleing at the same time
a pragmatic way of arguing in the practice of sblifa. An example we analyze,
are the events that took place after Poland (andibk) had been chosen to be host
countries of UEFA EURO 2012™, as well as those Wwhicok place during
the tournament itself. In these analyses, we usectincept of semiotics and,
in particular, pragmatism as well as Charles SanBeirce’s triadic sign relation.
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Introduction

In free and democratic Poland, member of the Ewoggnion since 2004, a tournament of the size
and importance of the European Championship waanagd for the first time in 2012. In April 2007,
UEFA! chose Poland and Ukraine (non-EU member) as hmstitdes of UEFA EURO 2012™. This
measurably influenced a whole body of politicalpmemic, and social processes that took place within
the country. After five years of preparation, tleerhament took place in June 2012 in sports faeslit
the majority of which were built or renovated esplg for this purpose; and the final match wasypld
in the stadium in Kiev, Ukraine, on 1 July 2012 eTprocesses that were initiated in 2007 by giviotaRd
and Ukraine the right to organize the European @hamship, will be felt in the social and economiek
of the host countries long after June 2012.

However, the question could be asked: why doe®théd tournament whose main beneficiary is the
international sports organization UEFA/FIFAause such nationally important results, whichhia times
of global crisis, among others, spends significants of money from the Polish national buéget

Union of European Football Associations. Retriefredh http://www.uefa.com.

2Fédération Internationale de Football AssociatRetrieved from http://www.fifa.com.

SFor instance, the National Stadium in Warsaw wast ftom scratch, dedicated especially for the EFgan
Championship. It cost, according to the Polish si@ri of sport and tourism, Joanna Mucha, 1.752obhilkloty,
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It is known that football is an especially valued sparEurope, although it is not a sport grounded @ th
tradition of ancient or modern Olympism. Is its piapity the result of features immanent to footbailch
asits being an exceptionally spectacular sport, dotalic values present in this sport, or else insgntal
values connected with it, e.g., ethical and mora@<? In our opinion, the example of Poland confirms th
thesis that the social interest in football, evitkh by investment and initiativesdoes not result from
the sport successes of the national team or achmws of Polish club teams in international league
championships. Hence, the shameful defeat of th@nBamational team during UEFA EURO 2012™ (last
place in elimination group A and no matches woul ribt really surprise anyone and was just another o
in a series of defeats, as the Polish national teasnnot left its own elimination group in any sigant
European or world tournament since 1986 (Mexico ldv@upY¥.In such a situation, why did Polish society,
aware of the sporting abilities of their nationabtball team, spend more than a billion dollarstioa
construction of sporting facilities for the tournam, the income from which has not gone to theonati
budget, while the national team did not even reatlie basic plan of leaving its elimination group?

We believe that the reasons for such engagemeRblidh society into the organization of UEFA
EURO 2012™ tournament are rooted first of all mosport values, but in the narration falling ougsigort,
created, among others, by the government, spoxiggnizations, cultural institutions, and producers
of consumer goods. According to this narratioris ifootball that is the dominant sport in Europenke,
politicians, artists, and managers willingly andgigause the meanings associated with football rden
to achieve a pragmatic effect, usually quite uneated with sport. Thus, Polish politicians used lsgis
connected with UEFA EURO 2012™ to build their papity with the promise of the development of the
country and the improvement in standard of livifgsociety. Thus, the main economic argument for
the importance of organizing this tournament wae thodernization of the transport infrastructure
of the country. Several hundred motorways and atRpressways were constructed or renovated. Ngi fli
terminals were built in the cities where tournamerdiches were to take place; railway stations @seh
cities were built or renovated. In the socio-cudtigphere, the goal was to “captivate” Europearts Riblish
hospitality, architecture, art, and nature, andaasonsequence, increase the number of touristgngisi
Poland in the future. Thus, in the image-relatduesp, the tournament was presented as a greatecfanc
Poland, a chance that was allegedly well usedoadth we do not yet have measurable proof, such
as an increase in tourism or in foreign direct gtmeents. In a similar, as far as image is concemey,
UEFA EURO 2012™ was usually evaluated in the nemmatof representatives of the government, which
essentially justified the decisions taken by thémelgding changes in the law that raised certainbdsy,

approximately 566 million USD. During the champibips five matches were played at the National Stedi
In addition, the stadiums in Wroctaw (around 857liom zloty, i.e., 265 million USD, three matchesayed)
and Gdask (775 million zloty, i.e., 240 million USD, founatches played) were built especially for the Eesop
Championship. The quoted sums are approximatduhagh the differences in the available sourcesatdigger than
several percent of the given sums. This meansthigatonstruction of the stadiums alone cost Pdalispbayers more
than 1 billion USD. The costs presented here domubdide the thorough modernization of the stadinRozna.
4Central values are those which constitute the nfabal point for the interests and actions of anivindial
or a population, and which have an influence onrthél functioning. Autotelic values in turn arddse which are
an aim in themselves and not a means to achievingira. This means that peripheral values are tdgseh have
small influence on the full functioning of an indival or population, and instrumental values ams¢hwhich are used
as a tool in achieving a set goal (Pezdek, 201289).

%In Poland, among others, a governmental proje¢h@fpopularization of football among children araliyg people,
conducted by the Ministry of Sport and Tourismytiglerway. It is called “My Football Pitch - Littleagle 2012” (“Moje
Boisko - Orlik 2012"). Retrieved November 14, 20ft®m http://orlik2012.pl/dev.php. It is worth noitig that football in
Europe is not considered a brutal sport, but ratreeppposite of a brutal sport.

8In the years 1960-2004, Poland did not even qualifye for the European Championship; in 2008 indideave the group;
in 2012 it qualified as one of the host countrigithout taking part in the elimination matches. &eling the World Cup,
Poland has taken part in it seven times since 1828jpying third position twice (1974 West Germak882 Spain).

In January 1, 2012, Poland amended the so-callediagdaw (Polish: specustawa) concerning masstev@aurnal
of Laws of 2009, 62/504Significant are the amendments dated Augus281]1 Journal of Laws of 2011, 217/1280
2011.11.12), containing the following provision:rtA8a. 1. During a mass event, with the exceptiba mass event
of an increased risk, ig allowed to sell, serve and consume alcoholinkdricontaining no more than 3.5% of alcohol.
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and which increased the burden on the taxpayeys, tte agreement to grant additional financial msea
for safeguarding sports facilities and additionalits of the work of the police. Consequently, UBEARO
2012™ from the moment Poland and Ukraine were ahasehost countries (2007), was more a narration
realized by the government in the public discowib society than a purely competitive sportingreve

If we agree with the thesis above, it becomes sarggo admit that sporting events of this type are
significant, as they serve as signs of somethimgrothan themselves. Semiotics has already beeah use
as a tool of analysis of the phenomenon of spotiénsocial and cultural contéxbut it has not been done
in the way we propo8e Consequently, it is desirable to conduct an aislpf the processes leading
to thestate of things delineated by us, using for thigppse the semiotic methodology founded
in C.S. Peirce’s propositions, and especially sithiadic sign relation connected with pragmatism.

Charles Sanders Peirce’s semiotic methéd

According to Peirce’s semiotics, a sign is a relatf three correlates: a sign (representamenngss),
the subject of a sign - i.e., an object (Secongnassl an interpretant (Thirdness). Let us strieasd triadic
sign relation does not reify a sign as an existmgjty in the perceptible world - an interpretanigim
be imaginary, oin futuro (CP 2.92)!. Thus, everything can be a sign or be interprasdoeing in a sign relation.

“A Sign, or Representamen, is a First which stands in such a genuine triadaation

to a Second, called it®bject, as to be capable of determining a Third, calledl mterpretant,

to assume the same triadic relation to its Objectvhich it stands itself to the same Object.
The triadic relation isgenuine, that is its three members are bound togethett loy & way that
does not consist in any complexus of dyadic reiatiolThat is the reason the Interpretant,
or Third, cannot stand in a mere dyadic relatiorthe Object, but must stand in such a relation
to it as the Representamen itself does. Nor cartrihdic relation in which the Third stands
be merely similar to that in which the First stanfts this would make the relation of the Third
to the First a degenerate Secondness merely. Ting fhlast indeed stand in such a relation, and
thus must be capable of determining a Third obw&; but besides that, it must have a second
triadic relation in which the Representamen, orheat the relation thereof to its Object, shall
be its own (the Third’s) Object, and must be capalfl determining a Third to this relation.
All this must equally be true of the Third’s Thirded so on endlessly; and this, and more,
is involved in the familiar idea of a Sign; and the term Representamen is here used, nothing
more is implied. ASign is a Representamen with a mental Interpretant.sibbs there may
be Representamens that are not Signs. Thus, iffoser, in turning towards the sun, becomes
by that very act fully capable, without further daion, of reproducing a sunflower which turns
in precisely corresponding ways toward the sun, ahdloing so with the same reproductive
power, the sunflower would become a Representarhgheosun. Butthought is the chief,

if not the only, mode of representatiofCP 2.274).

(...) 3. The selling and serving of alcoholic drirden be conducted only by an entity licensed tohdo ¢...)" [source:
http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20020604 - accessed November 14, 2012, the officiabsie
of Polish Parliament]. The regulations above hamsueed interests of so-called sponsors and beagési of the
European Championship tournament, among which wmalucers of alcoholic drinks, functioning offidial
as so called “brand owners”.

8For example, compare Friedrich “Semiotics of SpArSymposium Held at Universitat-Marburg Germanyvbimber
5-7 1992", Friedrich & Hildenbrandt “Sport als Kutsegment aus der Sicht der Semiotik [Sports adtaral segment
from the viewpoint of semiotics]”, Hietzge “SportsaGegenstand der Semiotik [Sports as subject ofictEs]".
(Krawczyk, 2005, pp. 92-98).

%In 1997 an issue @eitschrift fir Semiotik9(4) was published which was dedicated to s@mtty in one article by Durr and
Lenk “Diskussion: Funktionalitat und Flexibilitded Zeichen: Zur Schematisierung von Bewegungenpant$ however,
was the concept of the multilevel interpretatiorsigh as proposed by Peirce used, and it was iarthlysis of interaction
between a competitor and a coach as a process@fgeg subsequent signs and their interpretants.

For methodology based in C.S. Peirce’s semiotick itmapplication in the sphere of sport, see Migka“Basic
research categories in the sem(e)iotics of spBefiotyczne i pragmatyczne zagadnienia teorii sport

HCP is an acronym fo€ollected Papers of Charles Sanders Peirgehe most popular edition of fragments of this
author’s writings.
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There are no entities that are “natural” sigres se as the carrier of a sign is not simultaneoudy it
own interpretant. “Of course, nothing is a signesslit is interpreted as a sign” (CP 2.308). Trucess
of constituting signs is calledemiosis Interpretation, or actual creation of a sign asiadic relation,
is a process made by an interpreter, i.e., a ményLsigns.

“But a sign is not a sign unless it translates litsato another sign in which it is more fully
developed. Thought requires achievement for its dewelopment, and without this development
it is nothing. Thought must live and grow in inG@gsnew and higher translations, or it proves
itself not to be genuine thoughiCP 5.594).

Firstness of a sign relation is@nor arepresentamen

“As it is in itself, a sign is either of the natuoé an appearance, when | call itqualisign;
or secondly, it is an individual object or eventhem | call it asinsign (....); or thirdly,
it is of the nature of a general type, when | il legisign” (CP 8.334).

As an effectlegisignumis embodied by so-callegplicas that are individual specimens of a sign,
or sinsignumsigns.

Secondness, or the object of a sign, can be aity,d@ntluding an element of extra-sign (empirical)
reality, and is then dynamic objector anobject in itself This type of object exists autonomously with
no regard to any knowledge about it expressedgimssiThe knowledge of the existence of a dynamjeabb
results from the existence of the sign that refieris - it is also an assumption of the existentextra-sign
reality, which is a generator of certain classesighs. The dynamic object is available to cognitimly
through adirect object.lt determines signs and is not subject to shapyngigns relating to it. Alirect
object on the other hand, is aject as it is representeghd is entirely dependent on the dynamic object.
A dynamic object is not entirely and finally repeaged in every respect by a sign or signs. Thesetbere
is an indefinite number of signs, which can have shme dynamic (real) object, as there are nati fi
number of signs fully representing their dynamigecb In a methodological sense, this means thelh ea
possible representation of extra-sign reality carirtiinitely developed through further signs raigtito it.
This gives a clear basis for creating the categdryemiotic chainswhich, while having the same object,
develop parallel and independent interpretations.

Thirdness, or an interpretant, is another sign, taedvhole process of semiosis attempts to eskablis
increasingly more general interpretants bindingga grepresentamen) to its object, which resultsha
constitution of a triadic relation. The possibility interpretation is a necessary condition of bject being
a sign. An interpretant is in a similar relationsto the Second as the First, and by this reasorbeaome
the First of a different triadic relation for thamse Second. An important differentiation made birdee
in the context of the person of an interpreter oreal semiosis is the distinction betwenmediate
interpretant dynamic interpretanaindfinal interpretant. It is interesting that, in the broad understagdin
of the notion of a sign, an interpretation appegpih a given moment, or, more precisely, an inttgmt,
does not have to be another sign. An interpretatan be made on the level of action, experience
or emotion. It does not mean, however, that a §igpresentamen) that evoked a basically randontteffe
on an interpreter, was called because of this effi@ecauthentic sign (a triadic relation was madénh wi
a logically necessary interpretant). The name ofathentic sign refers only to the objects thatstitute
it and are in a triadic relation with it.

Peirce’'s semiotic propositions are located in tleddfof logic (theory of relations) and scientific
methodology, whereas de Saussure’s semiologicgdogitions are found in linguistics and psychology.
Characteristic for semiotics is the assumption thaign is ariadic relation, which means that nothing
is a sign unless it enters into a relation withinterpretant i.e., until it is interpreted as a sign. Eachiod
elements of a sign can be a self-standing signselfj demanding further interpretation. The prasces

2Depending on the context, Peirce used the nama™gig the whole triadic relation or for its firglement.
BFor a more precise elucidation on the types ofimegants, see Peirce, 1977, pp. 109-111.
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of interpretation is continuous, as iaterpretantof a given sign is also a sign, or another triadlation that
can undergo further interpretation. This type dhatienal construction of a sign ensures interpiatat
continuity (synechism), which is clearly shown lre trational thinking processes where, for exantpelens
(signs) are defined (developed through other signg) their definitions undergo further clarificatior are
changed under the influence of new facts thatgpeesentedy subsequent signs. A sign relation is divided
triadically, which as a consequence leads to threemgdion of a series of formal classes of signdagic
differentiation divides signs into icons, indexaad symbols, i.e., signs, the interpretation ofcllis based
on the similarity of a sign to its object, an esrgial bond with it, or a quasi-necessary relatosated
through reasoning (interpretation). For the phifdgoand semiotics of sport it is significant thairBe
allows not only conceptual or intellectual intetpten, but also emotional and energetic interpicat,
which is primary and in this sense necessary bedoferther interpretative process can take plades T
means that all reactions, such as commotion, jégpping, and cheering are in the semiotic sense
an interpretation of a given sporting event.

Adopting a semiotic research perspective in thesiplof philosophical reflection on sport enables
the preservation of interpretative continuity, frdnterpretants in the form of emotional and enecget
reaction, to interpretants as intellectual notioe@esented by professional comments and analgsesell
as the speeches of fans, politicians, clergymen,Téte pleasure and entertainment provided by spbith
appear whilst taking part in or watching a spomsnpetitions, do not exhaust the sense and meaning
of modern sport, which means that depriving a spevient of its cultural context may prevent its e
interpretation.

Sport as a carrier of meanings and values from ouitde sport

Taking into account the methodological consideregtiabove, we are convinced that the interpretation
of sport does not have to and does not usuallgvothe rules of logical reasoning, thanks to wtsipbrt can
represent any values, or undergo interpretationth®y observers of various levels of competence.
It is the extraordinary power of sport, which makesne of the most significant constituents of mod
culture. However, does always using the languagspoft result from the fascination with sport;tist all
necessary to be familiar with players, teams, sysitmatches, and even the rules of the games tieas®
Has the discussion conducted in Poland since 200utaJEFA EURO 2012™ been focused on sport,
on football? The answer may seem surprising auiropinion - it is “no”.

Sport in sign processes, in the stages of intel@cinterpretation, may become semiotically cut
off from its subject, which is the material side of i@eg sporting event, i.e., the real course of the
competition/agon. The signs appearing as a dirffecteof the observation of a sporting event have
the elements of the competition itself as First &dond, and the first generation of Thirds (intetgnts)
are energetic and emotional reactions, namely gEstuexclamations, cheering, etc. Subsequent
interpretations bind into a meaningful relation ampetitor or a team with the achieved result, [®int
a victory, and events from the course of the gaviietory in turn may become First of signs, the sabj
(Second) of which is the nationality of the playar,record-setting result or, for instance, any &alu
whatsoever. From the moment of closure of the coitnpe sign relations are also intensively created
by interpreters, who did not have to see even feagmof the competition itself or do not have atgai
about the rules of a given sport. They operate beady constituted signs, developing existing
or creating new interpretations. In this sense wa speak, for example, of the victory or the defeat
of a competitor or a team in the context (intergtien) of means invested in the training of thertspoen
or look for the source of the defeat in the genquallity of governance in a given country. Up tavwnsport
victories can be a sign of the good condition & political and economic system, and in PolandGh22
theefficient organization and conducting of UEFA EURQ@L2™ is interpreted as a clear sign of the success
of the government in the difficult years of economiisis, which has lasted in Europe since 2008.

peirce,The Essential Peirce, pp. 421-433.
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There is also a process opposite to the describedeaand concerning sports events that are yet
to take place. The signs pertaining to them havehas subject (Second) any entities or previously
constituted signs, as the event has not reallytexkiso far; thanks to this, binding UEFA EURO 20121t
sign relation was only limited by the imaginatiorh the interpreters creating signs. Consequently,
constructing highways and other expressways wasprdted in Poland as a necessity and at the sarae t
a benefit of organizing the tournament, as othexwhere would be no necessity to use the taxpayesey
or, even worse, putting the state into debt int@atibn where there are equally important demamdghe
budget, such as, for example, rescuing the pulgiadth system. Sign relations bound highways (Fist)
the tournament (Second) as an organizational derfimnidd). As a consequence, endowing UEFA EURO
2012™ with extra importance and a whole range odmimegs caused signs (First) created by it to become
a carrier of discourse between politicians and dRofociety, concerning matters essential for iesqmt
and future functioning. Unfortunately, the constime of the network of highways and other expres@swva
which were supposed to connect four the Polish tiiss of UEFA EURO 2012™ and the rest of Europe,
was only partially realized, leading to the bankeypof around 85 Polish construction companiedanfirst
four months of 201%.

We think that sign processes using sport are asp aslear in the sphere of commercials. Only a few
licensed companies (so called official sponsorsh ¢end into sign relations their brand and the
championship organized by UEFA/ FIFA, e.g., throutdie relation: the logo of a UEFA/ FIFA
championship - a product - fantastically spent timegcess. In this type of signs, First and Sedeadgiven
product or a tournament, and Third, or an integmgt depends on the creativity of the producers
of a commercial; fairly popular are interpretatiome$erring to patriotism (pride), national colorseetings
with friends, and the personal and professionatess of an individual. On the basis of these sigtions,
various goods, starting from beer through clothésdifferent types, up to various banks products,
are distributed. Let us, however, focus our attentin a curious semiotic phenomenon, well usedonyes
commercial companies. Namely, under the influerfcdtn@ commercials referring to UEFA EURO 2012™
broadcast persistently for months on Polish telemjssigns using representamens (First) from thesp
of football (balls, goals, stadiums, players, chmegraudience, etc.) changed their customary ingétation
in relation to the subject of the sign (Secondgdmeing the signs of UEFA EURO 2012™ (Third), instea
of their traditional interpretation as signs of tlsall. Consequently, just before the start of thiermament,
commercials were broadcast which used signs coei&ath football symbols in the commercials of an
and products, which cannot be bound into relatidth iootball for any other reason than the above
described situation of interpreting everything froine sphere of football as connected with the amcr
European Championship tournament. An example amer@cials of the leading Polish petrol company
Orlen™ or producer of drinks Tymbark™, which didt iave a right to use the name of the tournament
or official symbols of UEFA. In the time directlygreding the tournament, commercials of these tedu
made use of semiotic transfer in the social awa®é Poles: the change in the subject of signqis#c
from football alone to UEFA EURO 2012"™ The process presented here makes it clear to ddwee
the European Championship has become a symbol pbsitive values and actions, Polish society being
the beneficiary of it , together with future gertamas.

BApart from small and medium-sized Polish comparfieancial problems (bankruptcies) also hit the digs, among
others DSS (http://www.dss.pl/pl/), PBG (http://wvplvg-sa.pl/), Hydrobudowa (http://www.hydrobudovearcpl/),
which were engaged in the construction of the NaiGtadium in Warsaw.

%0n the official website of Orlen™ (http://www.orl@l/PL/CENTRUMPRASOWE/REKLAMYTV/Strony/default.aspx
- accessed November 14, 2012) a commercial spdattiQae ball!” dated April 25, 2012 is available the context
of spots broadcast by other companies (in commditiaks) in the first half of 2012 and referringettly to the UEFA
EURO 2012™, the spot of Orlen™ gained tournametgrimetation. Tymbark™ presented the commercialt spo
of the campaign “From the vyard to the stadium fdne tCup of Tymbark” on March 20, 2012
(http:/itymbark.com/aktualnosc,53,tymbark_oddajikapskie _emocje.html - accessed November 14, 20f2)nessage
is connected with football (effort, joy, emotiongstory, cup) and is strengthened by using childrethe role of future
champions.
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The meaning of UEFA EURO 2012 and the discourse heéen power and society

Ultimately, the commercial influence of the tourrearh has a significantly smaller social meaning
than its political consequences, which make yoly fidlalize the meaning of discourse based on thgulage
of sport. Namely, the Independent Self-governingadér Union “Solidarity” (Polish: Solidar&é
http://www.solidarnosc.org.pl/), associated, thiougs first president Lech Wgda, with overthrowing
the communistic system in Poland, directly befdre tournament, intensified widespread protestsnagai
the raising of the retirement age to 67 years aakimg it equal for men and women, which had beeshed
by the government (see http://www.stop67.pl/). Asoasequence of the rising conflict, on May 11,201
the trade union members surrounded the housesricdrpant and did not let the MPs that were insidé o
This was a direct reaction against a decision oh Rwpacz, the Speaker of Sejm (lower house of tlisiP
Parliament), who denied the delegation of union iens entrance into the gallery in the meeting room.
After a few hours, the protest peacefully conclydedd in August 2012 prosecutors dropped the
investigation in this matter. However, the Polisivgrnment was extremely worried at the time abbat t
possibility of protests during the UEFA EURO 2012fdy, example blocking access to the stadiums. There
were then appeals to union members not to sabdtegeactions of the entire society, for whom the
championship was the crowning achievement of maears/ of investment and organizational effort.
The president of Solidarity, Piotr Duda, in an matew for the newspapetziennik.p) published on May 22,
2012, perceived the meaning of this tournamentiah & way:

“Are you happy that Poland is one of the host coaatof Euro 20127

Piotr Duda: Definitely yes. Like each Pole, | vdillipport the Poland team, crossing my fingers for
their success.

Why then does Solidarity want to spoil the fesfioathe Poles with protests and blockades?

Piotr Duda: A question thus formulated has to hawe recipients - not only the President
of Solidarity, but also the Prime Minister, Donaldsk. Why does the government want to spoil
the EURO for Poles, striving at all costs to hale tetirement regulations signed by the Polish
president before the tournament?

It is a source of great conflict and a premeditasstion. They want an unpopular law accepted
before the Euro championship and they want to shét blame on the trade union - to put
the union under public criticism so that it does pmtest during the tournament. Then there will
be a holiday and it will go fast, and before welimsg the law will be already adopted.

Hence, the question whether there will be any ptstduring the European Championship should
be asked to both parts, not only Solidarity, whigds shown a lot of good will, consistently
collecting since December signatures for a refesemdnitiative. The rejection of this initiative
put us down. The stance of the government todaglysfor the sake of an image, nothing else.
But Solidarity will not stop its activities for tiiene of the European Championship unless the
government delegalizes it

Referring to our analyzed examples of meaningsaofations connected with UEFA EURO 2012™,
we can undoubtedly admit that they exceeded (aitidesteed) the sphere of sport values, adopting
meanings of, among others, political, economic, smtial values. Consequently, the tournament cten of
be used as an instrument for dealing with mattens ffom sport, for example, the introduction
of controversial retirement regulations, increasthg sale of goods with the logo of the tournament,
etc. Thus, we claim that sporting events as impora the European Championship influence the sbapi
of moods of societies in European countries in megheres of their functioning. Nevertheless, wekhhat
these moods are decreasingly shaped by the narraticected at sport values and increasingly
by the narrations unconnected with sport.

Blonski, “Szef ‘Solidarnéci’ o psuciu Polakom frajdy z Euro” /“The chairmah‘Solidarity’ trade union on spoiling
the fun from EURO for the Poles”/.
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Conclusion

Organizing the European Championship tournamerRdland and in Ukraine gave the authorities
additional tools to pursue their policy goals. locardance with C.S. Peirce’s semiotic propositions,
such action construes appropriate sign relatiodibinvalues, with which the majority of citizensidifies,
with the activities undertaken by the governmembulgh the interpretation of historic necessity. tGilag
unpopular decisions in meanings relating to spaides the efficiency of the narration of the alithes
in comparison to communicating their plans opealgdciety.

To a lesser degree, however, the meanings of thieAUBURO 2012™ influenced the economic,
social, and cultural sphere. Although the investnt&iat was made, especially in the area of transpor
infrastructure, will serve the Poles and Ukrainiforsa long time, the debts of the countries witlcabe paid
for a long time. The promotion of the countries idgrthe UEFA EURO 2012™, in turn, should
be supported with the actions aimed at increasingdt traffic, e.g., renovating the monuments, asmding
the hospitality sector potential so that tourigttivmg Poland and Ukraine will not only concengraitn the
meanings connected with the football tournament,dam also admire the nature, culture, and hodpital
of the nations who undertook this enormous orgdioizal effort. In this way, new meanings can berfed,
which will allow Poland and Ukraine to be seen fremtirely different points of view, not only as hos
countries of UEFA EURO 2012™.
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