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Jiři Konta (1922-2017) 
 
 
 

On the 22nd February 2017, Professor RNDr. 
Jiři Konta DrSc. died at the age of 95. He was an 
Honorary Member of the Mineralogical Society of 
Poland. A world-renowned scientist in argillology, 
he was a member of many international- and Czech 
scientific organizations and a member of the 
editorial boards of several professional journals.  

Jiři Konta was born on the 15th February 1922 
in Žleby (eastern Bohemia). In this small, scenic 
locality at the foothill of Železné hory (Iron 
Mountains), he could admire the beauty of nature 
already as a young boy, beauty that later awakened a 
desire to study the Earth sciences at a university 
level. After completing primary school in Žleby in 
1934, he started further education at a secondary 
school in nearby Čáslav. At that time, he joined the 
scout movement which gave him more opportunities 
to spent free time in harmony with nature. 

Unfortunately, all of this was brutally interrupted with the Nazi Germany annexation and 
partition of Czechoslovakia in 1938-39. Scouting activities were banned in 1939. Despite 
inhibiting regulations, Jiři Konta managed to complete his secondary school in 1942. As for 
many people in occupied Europe, he had to work in Germany as a forced labourer before, 
having been accused of continuing scouting activities, he was sent to a concentration camp in 
Mauthausen at the end of 1943. Despite extremely harsh camp conditions, Jiři Konta survived 
to see the camp liberated by US Army units on the 5th May 1945. 

Immediately after the war, Jiři Konta studied geology in the Faculty of Natural Sciences 
at the Charles University in Prague from 1945-48 under the guidance of Professor Josef 
Kratochvil. He graduated with the degree of Doctor of Natural Sciences (RNDr. in Czech). 
He obtained the further titles of CSc. in 1956 and DrSc. in 1961. He was nominated an 
Associate Professor in 1952 and a Professor in 1961. At the beginning of the 1950s, Jiři 
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Konta had already become interested in questions concerning clay matter, various aspects 
of which were to remain the focus of his future professional activities. The scope of these 
included the petrology of sedimentary rocks, the mineralogy, geochemistry and petrology 
of clay rocks, mineral raw materials used in the ceramic and glass industries and laboratory 
methods of investigating minerals and rocks. All were component parts of clay science 
which Professor Konta brought together in the term argillology. 

At the turn of 1950s, he established cooperation with other eminent scientists actively 
investigating clay problems, among others, the Russian I.I. Ginzburg, the Americans R.E. 
Grim, W.D. Keller, W. Bradley, H. Murray and J. White and the German E.T. Degens. As 
a result, Professor Konta delivered many lectures at international conferences and spent 
several long-term visits abroad, e.g., in the US and Germany. During the academic year 
1965/1966, he was a visiting professor at the University of Illinois, at the State College 
Pennsylvania, at Penn State University and at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. 
Long-standing collaboration with German colleagues between 1980-89 guided by Professor 
E. Degens (University of Hamburg) focused on the investigation of the fine-grained clay 
material transported by the largest rivers of the world.  

The Polish connections of Professor Konta began with a scientific excursion to Poland 
in 1974 which led to close collaborative contacts with a group of clay mineralogists in 
Warsaw, namely, Profesors K. Szpila and A. Wiewióra, and with Professor L. Stoch in 
Cracow. This collaboration was reflected in the conferring of the the title Honorary 
Member of the Mineralogical Society of Poland on Professor Konta in 1983. His interest in 
the practical and technological aspects of clay materials was expressed by his taking part, 
e.g., in the first conference POLSKA CERAMIKA (Polish Ceramics) held in Opoczno/Spała 
in 2000.  

Professor Konta was an organizer of several Czechoslovak conferences on the 
Mineralogy and Petrology of Clays. He was invited to cooperate with many foreign- and 
domestic scientific associations and professional journals. In 1981, he was elected President 
of the European Clay Groups. The crowning of his multi-faceted career was his election as 
President of the AIPEA (L’Association Internationale pour l’Etude des Argiles), a position 
he held from 1985-89. On his initiative, the journal Applied Clay Science was established, a 
journal which rapidly gained recognition and a high rank within the community of 
specialists dealing with the applicative aspects of clay materials. 

Professor Konta was an author and co-author of so many papers that it would be 
impossible to list even the most important of them in this brief note. The record of his 
papers published prior to 2006 includes over 250 entries (see Acta Geodynamica et 
Geomaterialia 3, 2006, No.4). The following years brought more works, notably a wide 
and penetrating autobiography, The Beat of my Heart, published in the journal Clays and 
Clay Minerals in 2016.   

Professor Konta also authored and co-authored many books: 1. Horninotvorné minerály 
(with B.Hejtman), 1953; 1959; 2. Jilové minerály Československa, 1957; 3. Imbibometrie, 
1962; 4. Kvantitativní system reziduálních hornin, sedimentů a vulkanoklastických 
usazenin; 1973; 5. Geochemie, 1980 (three chapters, ed. V.Bouška et al.); 6. Keramické 
a sklářské suroviny, 1982; 7. Slyšet své srdce, 2016.  

The list of the accomplishments presented above is highly selective and represents only 
fragments of Professor Konta’s achievements. They were appreciated and recognized in 
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many ways, for instance, by his mother university (Charles University in Prague) that, in 
1982, conferred the prestigious Božicki medal on him. 

Professor Konta was a scientist of great caliber and a person of many talents, not limited 
to Earth sciences. He was, for instance, a gifted drawer. His kind and cheerful personality 
remains in the memories of all of us who knew him. We learned of his passing with a deep 
and heartfelt sorrow.  

 
Piotr Wyszomirski 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


