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The following chapter on international relations looks at the impact on citizenship of the US as an
increasingly powerful nation on the world stage—with a particular focus on the post-World War II era. It
is at this point in the book that Momen attempts to indicate the salience of the historical sedimentation of
citizenship, doing so by making big and sometimes questionable claims and engaging in historical leap
frogging, when what was called for was a more careful and nuanced historical analysis. Two examples
illustrate the problem. First, Momen states that the social rights of the American welfare state were chiefly
the product of the ideological struggle against communism during the Cold War, when in fact the New Deal
that established the welfare state was prompted by the distress of the Great Depression a decade earlier.
Second, she attempts to tie American citizenship rights to NAFTA, but despite accurately describing some
of the impacts of the agreement, fails to indicate how it has transformed rights.
The chapter on immigration offers a thumbnail sketch of the impact of newcomers on understandings
of “us” versus “them” in both matters of law and in terms of public opinion. It covers a lot of historical
ground, not doing so in sequential order, but rather moving back and forth in time, the recurring message
being that immigration policies have been primarily shaped by the tension between political and economic
considerations. At times, it muddles the distinction between labour migrants and refugees/asylum seekers
and in one instance fails to appreciate the profound differences between two total institutions created by
the state: the reservation system versus Japanese American internment camps. Nevertheless, the overall
focus on the relevance of race to matters pertaining to citizenship is convincing. The final chapter on state
power offers a breezy account of the role of new computer-mediated technologies in shaping new fora for
citizenship discourse and debate along with an account of the new potential these technologies afford the
state in surveillance—which has become a more pressing issue in the post-9/11 era.
On the whole, the book is engagingly written and has much to commend it. Indeed, I agree with much
of what Momen has to say. However, the book’s sheer ambition creates formidable challenges for offering a
sufficiently detailed and nuanced analysis of each of five topics it addresses. Moreover, one thing missing
is a genuine sense of agency on the part of citizens and aliens seeking to become citizens, be they workers
in the nineteenth century, African Americans from Reconstruction through the civil rights movement up
to Black Lives Matter, the women’s movement from the Seneca Falls Convention in the 19th century to
the #MeToo movement today, and immigrant rights activists past and present. To what extent have they
succeeded in bending the arc of the moral universe toward justice?
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