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Abstract

After the First World War, Serbia was facing the lack of hospitals and physicians, and organization of the health care
system was a real challenge. Both problems were closely associated with dermatovenereology. Between the two world
wars, a great contribution to the development of Serbian dermatovenereology as a current discipline was given by Prof.
Dr. Borde Dordevi¢, who was the first director of the Clinic for Skin and Venereal Diseases in Belgrade (1922 — 1935),
and by his closest associate Prof. Dr. Milan Ki¢evac (1892 — 1940) who was his successor at the position of the director
of the Clinic (1935 — 1940). In 1922, Prof. Dr. Dorde Dordevi¢ was the founder of two institutions significant for Serbian
dermatovenereology: Clinic for Skin and Venereal Diseases, where he also acted as a director, and the Department of
Dermatovenereology at the School of Medicine in Belgrade, where he was the first teacher of dermatovenereology.
In 1927, Prof. Dr. Porde Dordevi¢ initiated the foundation of the Dermatovenereology Section of the Serbian Medical
Society, and he and his associate and successor, Prof. Dr. Milan Ki¢evac were the main organizers of the Association
of Dermatovenereologists of Yugoslavia. With this Association, all other regional dermatovenereology sections in the
County became parts of the Pan-Slavic Dermatovenereology Association. Prof. Dr. Dorde Bordevi¢ and Prof. Dr. Milan
Ki¢evac also organized the First, Second and the Third Yugoslav Dermatovenereology Congresses (1927, 1928, and
1929), and in 1931, the Second Congress of Pan-Slavic Dermatovenereology Association. Their teamwork resulted in
legislation concerned with health care, eradication of venereal diseases and prostitution, and finally with setting the
foundation for professional and scientific dermatovenereology in Serbia. Prof. B. Dordevi¢ investigated current problems
of venereal diseases and organized professional expeditions in Serbia and Montenegro studying the expansion of
syphilis. However, in his experimental work, Prof. M. Ki¢evac investigated photo-dermatoses and the IV venereal
disease, at the same time pointing to immunological phenomena in streptococcal and staphylococcal infections.

Dr. Vojislav Mihailovi¢ (1879 — 1949) was a significant figure in Serbian dermatovenereology and acted as the Chief of the
Department of Skin and Venereal Diseases within the General Public Hospital in Belgrade. His scientific papers and books
on the history of dermatovenereology and general medicine had a great impact on the Serbian dermatovenereology.
His books dealing with the history of dermatovenereology: “The History of Venereal Diseases till 1912” and “Out of the
History of Sanitary Health Care in the Rebuilt Serbia from 1804 — 1860”.

Associate Professor Dr. Sava Bugarski (1897 — 1945), a student of Prof. Dr. Ki¢evac and later the director of Clinic for
Skin and Venereal Diseases in Belgrade (1940 — 1945), was engaged in the field of experimental dermatovenereology.
Dr. Jovan Nenadovi¢ (1875 — 1952), one of the most eminent physicians in Novi Sad, took part in the foundation and
work of the Dermatovenereology Section of the Serbian Medical Society as well as its honorary life president. In 1919, he
founded the Dermatovenereology Department within the Novi Sad Hospital, as well as an Outpatient Dermatovenereology
Clinic, outside the Hospital, although he was the director of both institutions.

In the period between the two world wars, among the most prominent physicians of the Military Sanitary Headquarters
who contributed the development of dermatovenereology were the chiefs of the Dermatovenereology Department of
the General Military Hospital in Belgrade: Major, later on, Brigadier General, Dr. Bozidar Jankovi¢ (1874 — 1936), and
the Sanitary Brigadier General, Dr. Milivoje Panti¢ (1885 — 1959). Dr. B. Jankovi¢ wrote important professional papers,
among which the following are most significant: “Fight against Venereal Diseases in the Army” and "Treatment of
Syphilis with Silber-Salvarsan.”

Distinguished physicians of the military sanitary service, such as Dr. Petar Davidovi¢, made significant contributions
to the work of civilian dermatovenereology institutions of that time. In 1921, Dr. Petar Davidovi¢ was the director of the
newly founded Venereal Department of the Ni§ Public Hospital, which was on a high professional level.
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he First World War, invasion and post-war

epidemics of infectious diseases in Serbia have
caused a great loss of lives, both of civilians and of
health professionals (1). Apart from the lack of
hospitals, lack of physicians was a great problem
affecting the health care system and dermatology in
Serbia (1).

Physicians

The problem of the lack of physicians after the First
World War was partly solved by recruiting physicians
from the former Austro-Hungarian Empire, and from
Russian immigrants, whereas soon after that School of
Medicine was founded in Belgrade (2). Most Serbian
medical students were educated abroad. For that
reason, a substantial budget was approved for their
scholarships in 1919 and 1920/1921. Out of this
number of medical students, a remarkable number of
future dermatologists returned to Serbia (1).

After the First World War, rapid development
of dermatovenereology began in Serbia, mostly due
to the appearance of two experts with outstanding
organizing abilities, high scientific and research
potentials and loyalty to their profession. They created
legal standards, organized eradication of venereal
diseases and prostitution and set foundations for
professional and scientific dermatovenereology in
Serbia. The first was Prof. Dr. Dorde Dordevi¢ and
the other Prof. Dr. Milan Kicevac (Figure 1). Apart
from their high professional and scientific reputation,
they were favorite teachers to their students.

Prof. Dr. Dorde Dordevi¢ (1885 — 1935)
graduated from medicine in 1909 in Vienna. During
his studies, he worked at the University Clinic for
Skin and Venereal Diseases with Prof. Finger. After
graduation, he was appointed Assistant at the
Dermatovenereology Clinic in Innsbruck, whereas in
1912 he moved to Zagreb where he had a private
practice, but also worked at the Department of Skin
Diseases of the “Hospital of Brothers of Mercy”.

In 1918, after the war, he moved to Belgrade and
became the Head of the newly established Ouwutpatient
Service for Skin and Venereal Diseases (OSSVDs) (3).
In 1922, he was the main founder of two institutions
significant for Serbian dermatovenereology: Clinic for Skin
and Venereal Diseases (CSVDs), being its director as well,
and the Department of Dermatovenereology at the School
of Medicine in Belgrade, where he was the first teacher of
dermatovenereology (4). He was appointed Associate Pro-
fessor of dermatovenereology in 1923, a Full Professor in

1933, and a Vice Dean in the academic year 1934/35 (5).
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Figure 1. Prof. Dr. Milan Kicevac

In 1927, Prof. Dr. Dorde Dordevi¢ was
one of the founders and the first president of the
Dermatovenereology Section of the Serbian Medical
Society (DVS SMYS) (6).

He was especially interested in solving one of
the most serious problems of that time — treatment
of syphilis (SY), while his research in gonococcal
infections anticipated non-specific urethritis (3, 4).
He was involved in socio-medical health care and
organized professional expeditions which investigated
the expansion of SY, as well as the general health status
of people in the East Serbia, Macedonia, Sandzak, and
Montenegro. He had published 49 papers, out of
which 19 in international journals.

Prof. Dr. Dorde Dordevi¢ was an honorary or
regularmemberofeightEuropean Dermatovenereology
Associations (3). He died unexpectedly, a few days
after his 50% birthday, in 1935.

Prof. Dr. Milan Ki¢evac (1892 — 1940) (Figure 1)
started studying medicine in Vienna, but completed
his studies in Bern. He was an “Assistant Etranger” in
Paris, assistant to Milian, and he attended histological,
clinical and microbiological courses of Milian, Civatte

and Sabouraud (7).
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Figure 2. Constituent Assembly of the Yugoslav Association of Dermatovenereologists in Belgrade in 1927: Dr.
Jevrem Zujovi¢ is standing in the first row (indicated by an arrow); Prof. Dr. Dorde Dordevi¢, is standing in the
second row (indicated by an arrow); Prof. Dr. Milan Kiéevac is standing in the last row (indicated by an arrow).

Prof. Kicevac was the first, enthusiastic and loyal
associate and later the successor of Prof. Dordevi¢ at
all his positions, but also a researcher who was the
founder of our experimental dermatovenereology. He
accepted the Sabouraud’s motto: “In order to uncover
the truth, it is necessary to attack axioms” At the same
time as Frei, he investigated allergic reactions to gland
biopsy in the fourth venereal disease (7).

Prof. Dr. Milan Kiéevac was famous for his
investigations in the field of photo-dermatoses, and
his papers were well known and cited. He pointed
to the significance of sunlight in the development
of dermatitis pratensis, using terms “exogenous
and endogenous photo-catalysts and  photo-
sensibilizators”. He was among the first to write about
“streptococcidal and staphylococcidal agents”, and
ahead of his time, he pointed to the importance of
immunologic phenomena in bacterial infections (7,
8). He had published 84 papers, mostly in French
journals, which were often cited; after his early death,
he left a number of unpublished papers and a textbook
in dermatovenereology. Unfortunately, they had been
lost in the whirlwind of war. He was a corresponding
or full member of 8 European Dermatovenereology

Associations. He died in 1940, at the age of 49 (7).
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During their work, Prof. Dr. Dorde Dordevi¢
and Prof. Dr. Milan Kic¢evac had a leading role in
the organization of dermatovenereology service.
Their work was closely related so that we will write
about them and their work at the same time. Owing
to their work dermatovenereology in Serbia had
developed into a modern discipline with international
reputation. They organized activities for eradication
of venereal diseases and prostitution. Prof. Dr. Dorde
Dordevi¢ had initiated creation of the Belgrade
Dermatovenereology Moulage Collection, but they
worked on it together (4). After the foundation of
the Dermatovenereology Section (DVYS) of the Serbian
Medical Society (SMS), in 1927 they were the main
organizers of the Association of Dermatovenereologists
of Yugoslavia (ADVY) (Figure 2) whose president was
Dr. Jevrem Zujovic’ (9). The Association included all
dermatovenereology sections of the Kingdom of the
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (SCS) of that time, and
owing to that, they became members of the Pan-
Slavic Association of Dermatovenereologists (PSADVy)
founded in Prague at that time (10). They and their
associates organized the First (1927), Second (1928)
and Third (1929) Yugoslav Dermatovenereology
Congresses (11, 12, 13). After the First Congress
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of the PSADVs, held in Warsaw in 1929, Prof. Dr.
Dorde Dordevi¢ became its president, while Dr.
Milan Kicevac, Assistant at that time, was appointed a
Secretary of the Association. In 1931, they organized
the Second Congress of the PSADVs in Belgrade,
which was attended, apart from the members of Slavic
national associations, by outstanding dermatologists
from France, Romania and Greece. The Congress was
very successful with international participation (13).
Dr. Vojislav Mihailovi¢ (1879 — 1949) (Figure 3)
was the Head of the Department of Skin Diseases and
Syphilis (DSDS) within the General Public Hospital
(GPH) in Belgrade (1927 1941). He graduated
from medicine in 1904 in Graz (14). Among his first
publicationswasa monograph on venereal diseases titled:
“Venereal Diseases: Etiology, Course and Eradication”. Its
second extended edition was published in 1924 (15).
Apart from numerous professional papers (15), he was
interested in the history of medicine and wrote two
books of great significance. The first one: “7he History
of Venereal Diseases in Serbia up to 1912, was the first
and only book on the history of venereal diseases in our
country (16). The second book: “Out of the History of
Sanitary Health Care in the Rebuilt Serbia from 1804 —
18607, presented the development of medicine in our

country in the first half of the 19% century (17). Both

Figure 3. Dr. Vojsilav Mihajlovi¢
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Figure 4. Associate Professor, Dr. Sava Bugarski

books were written based on original archive documents,
attached in its entirety, translated into the current Serbian
language and thus they are indispensable in the study of
this field of medicine. Still a student, he translated Eugene
Brieux play “Damaged Goods” about the painful life of
people with syphilis (16).

Associate Professor, Dr. Sava Bugarski (1897
— 1945) (Figure 4) started studying medicine in
Zagreb, but continued and graduated in Graz in
1924. He specialized in dermatovenereology at the
CSVDs in Belgrade (18). In 1926, he was appointed
an Assistant, and in 1939 as an Associate Professor
at the Department of Dermatovenereology at the School
of Medicine in Belgrade (18). He was the director
of the CSVDs with occasional interruptions during
the occupation from 1940 to 1945. Being a student
of Prof. Kicevac, he was interested in experimental
dermatovenereology and investigated effects of sin-
light on certain dermatoses. He studied effects of
anti-syphilis therapy on the 7 pallidum virulence
on experimental animals. Results of his studies were
published in national and international professional
journals. He also died unexpectedly, in 1945, before
the age of 50 (18, 19).

Dr. Jovan Nenadovi¢ (1875 — 1952) (Figure
5) was the first Serbian dermatovenereologist
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Figure 5. Dr. Jovan Nenadovi¢

in Vojvodina. In 1900, he graduated from the
Medical University of Graz, and specialized in
dermatovenereology in Vienna, working with eminent
scientists such as Kaposi and Finger. After the First
World War, in 1918, when he returned to Novi Sad,
there was neither Hospital nor Department for the
treatment of patients with skin and venereal diseases.
Then he founded the Department of Skin and Venereal
Diseases of the GPH in Novi Sad with 100 beds, and
outside the hospital an independent Public Outpatient
Service for Skin and Venereal Diseases, for free of charge
treatment of patients with venereal diseases. Dr J.
Nenadovié was the director of both institutions (20,
21). Later, he became the director of the GPH in Novi
Sad and the first president of the Danube Banovina
Medical Association. He had a private medical office
with all the necessary state-of-the-art equipment (18).
He was one of the initiators and founders of the
DVS of the SMS and its honorary life president. He
was engaged in humanitarian work and initiated all
significant humanitarian, social and cultural events in
Novi Sad. He was also one of the greatest humanists and
among the most eminent physicians of that time (21).
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Dr. Bozidar S. Jankovi¢ (1874 —1936), a Sanitary
Brigadier General, was awarded a great number of
war decorations, among which the following two
are most important: Gold medal for best service and
Gold medal for bravery; he graduated from medicine
in St. Petersburg, and in the period from 1908 —
1910, he was an intern at the GPH in Belgrade (22).
As a Reserve Major, after the end of the First World
War, he became a director of the Dermatovenereology
Department (DVD) of the General Military Hospital
(GMH) in Belgrade (23). In 1920, he joined the army
of the Kingdom of SCS (22).

He specifically dealtwith one of the greatest health
problems of that time — venereal diseases. Among his
published works, two are of great significance: a book:
“The Fight against Venereal Diseases in the Army” (24)
and “On the Treatment of Syphilis with Silber-Salvarsan”
(25). Later, as a Colonel, he was the Medical Officer
of the 7hird Army Area, and in 1934 he was promoted
to the rank of a Sanitary Brigadier General (5, 25).

Dr. Milivoje Panti¢ (1885 —1959) (Figure 6),
a Sanitary Brigadier General, graduated from the
School of Medicine in Vienna in 1900. After the First
World War, as a Major, he became the director of the
DVD of the Permanent Military Hospital of the First

Figure 6. Dr. Milivoje Panti¢
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Military Area, and till the beginning of the Second
World War he was the director of the DVD of the
GMH in Belgrade (23, 26).

Dr. Petar Davidovi¢ (1884 - 2, after 1933), was
born in Srem, Vojvodina. He attended the Karlovacka
High School and graduated from School of Medicine
in Prague (27). In 1921, after being demobilized,
he became the Head of the Department for Skin and
Venereal Diseases of the City Hospital in Nis, up to then
directed by Dr. Eva Haljecka, general practitioner. The
work of this Department was at a high professional
level, so medical students had been able to perform
their practice in that institution, whereas their
knowledge and skills were estimated by the director of
the Department (28).

To be continued.
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