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Abstract

The aim of our paper is to present noun phrase ellipsis as a cohesive tie in the

Macedonian language.

We will start our paper briefly discussing a few definitions of the term ellipsis,
emphasizing our understanding of this term, and more concretely its meaning when

occurring in the NP.

Namely, we define ellipsis as a complex phenomenon. In linguistics, it means the
omitting of linguistic elements that need to be understood from the context, where
the recipient should adequately fill the grammatically allowable gap. Then we will
refer to different kinds of ellipsis in Macedonian, starting with our main issue —

ellipsis in the noun phrase.

Elliptical NP is cohesive and usually refers anaphorically to another NP. But the
main question is how much of the full noun phrase is involved in the elliptical NP
in Macedonian. For that purpose, we will analyze examples to define which elements

of the NP can be omitted and under which conditions. Examples of cataphoric
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ellipsis are also included. When there is an ellipsis of the center of the phrase, the
other element of the NP functions as the center of the phrase. For more precision
research, we will use examples of different functional styles in Macedonian. The
examples will be given first in Macedonian (M), and then translated into English

().

Our conclusion will be presented through graphs.

Keywords: Ellipsis, noun phrase, Macedonian Language, endophora, exophora

Definition of the term ellipsis

Cohesion is one of the 7 criteria of textuality (Robert de Beaugrande & Wolfgang
Dressler, Introduction to text linguistics, 1981). Ellipsis is a cohesive tie (Halliday
and Hasan, Cohesion in English, 1976) both in spoken and written texts and it is one

of the most common cohesive ties in Macedonian.

Ellipsis (from the Greek word — elleipsis) means omitting. Ellipsis is a complex
linguistic phenomenon which is marked in linguistics as an omission of linguistic
elements that should be understood from the context, compelling the recipient to
properly fill the grammatically allowable gap?, for which in the case of substitution,
there is a substitute, and in the case of lexical cohesion, the same linguistic element
or synonym will be used. Thus, people speak (write) elliptically without investing a

lot of mental effort, and recipients also interpret elliptical sentences.

According to Halliday and Hasan (1976), the starting point in the definition of the
term ellipsis is that there is “something left unsaid”? (p. 142), but not in the sense

that the unsaid is not understood, unclear. Quite the contrary, unsaid is understood.

! Greenbaum and Nelson determine the ellipsis as grammatical omission (Greenbaum, Nelson,
2009:166), although they stress that the distinction between grammatical omission and semantic
implications is not always clear (Greenbaum, Nelson, 1999:111).

2 It is a conscious omission of certain linguistic units.
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This means that the omitted element is missing at the surface of a sentence, but it is
present in its meaning. Thus, our goal will be not only to determine which language
elements can be omitted but also to determine the circumstances in which the ellipsis
IS mandatory or inappropriate.

When we are considering this cohesive tie, we do not think of any instance in which
there is information that is not given and assume that the listener/reader should
understand on the basis of knowledge from his experience, or to understand from
the context. This practically means that all spoken and written sentences are
included. The ellipsis is a reduction of a linguistic element, but we cannot define it

just as a simple omission.

The stability of the text is established and maintained by the continuity of linguistic
elements. The concept of continuity is based on the presupposition of the mentioned
linguistic elements. In this regard, the determination of the ellipsis should emphasize
the fact that it achieves this type of cohesive tie only when there is a presupposition
about what is left unsaid. Therefore, on the sentence level, the ellipsis can best be
explained by linking with the Functional Sentence Perspective, specifically with the
theme. The theme is the part of the sentence which carries data known from the
previous text or context. This means that in elliptical sentences, the theme can be
discharged from the information that the sender thinks is known from the context or
situation for the recipient of the text3, and thus does not leave space for ambiguity.
Rhema is not discharged.

Similar to substitution, an ellipsis is a relation within a text. In most cases, the
presupposed element is present in the preceding text. Thus, we can define ellipsis as
an anaphoric relation, in that with this type of cohesive tie we refer back to the

preceding text.

3 Although the interpretation of the sentence depends not only on the content of the sentence, but also
from the recipient of the text.
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[IM] Oxony nac 6o mouypuwmemo ce dsuiicene 6o nompaza no
JAHCUBOM BOOHU 271Y8YU, BOOHU 3MUU U 800HU dicenku. He pemko
u euopu. (CJ, IKB)

[1E] Around us, in search of a life, water rats, snakes and turtles were

moving in the swamp. Otters were infrequently doing* that as well.

When we have anaphoric ellipsis, the omitted item is usually in the preceding

sentence, and rarely in other previous sentences, as in the following example:

[2M] Toj 2o omeopun ednomo oxo. 3namna nenepyea 2o nokpuna
Hebomo...
I'o omeopun opyzomo. (CJ, JIKB)

[2E] He opened one eye. Golden butterfly covered the sky...
He opened the other.

Occasionally the omitted item in an elliptical structure may be provided

subsequently (cataphoric relation) as in the following example:

[BM] Hacaywnysan u wexan oa ce 6panu u oa ce 006panu co med 60
decHama u HoOdJiC 60 lesama paka.(= ...0a ce 00Opauu co med 80

decnama paka...) (CJ, IKB)

[3E] He heard and waited to protect and defend himself with a sword in
his right and a knife in his left hand (= ... to defend himself with a
sword in his right hand...)

Anaphoric and cataphoric ellipsis are determined as a certain kind of a textual
ellipsis. However, the omitted item can be specified from a situation, and thus we

have an exophoric relation. For example, if we say to a seller of roses:

[4M] Be monam, mpu.
[4E] Three, please.

41t is impossible to translate this example with ellipsis into English as it is in Macedonian (as
cohesively as the other examples). In English, we have substitution, and this cohesive tie is not so
common in Macedonian.
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In that case, we have exophoric ellipsis. A situational context is the one that provides
the necessary information to interpret the statement. According to Halliday and
Hasan (1976), an exophoric ellipsis is not associated with cohesion, because “it does
not contribute directly to cohesion as we have defined it” (p.37).

Moreover, if the omission of linguistic elements is within endophora then it is a
contextual ellipsis. Situational ellipsis is associated with exophora.

As for the ellipsis and substitution, normally the syntactic structure has no limit.
Both cohesive ties are considered to be a relation between sentences, as well as

relational within sentences.

Take, for example, the following complex sentence (two structurally related

clauses):

[BM] Pycujan uzzyou osajya sounu, cenomo osajya sxcumenu. (CJ,

KP)
[5E] Rusijan lost two warriors, the village two inhabitants.

At the syntactic level, the structure of the second clause consists of the subject and
direct object. This structure only occurs in sentences in which at least one linguistic
element, which is the predicate, is presupposed. So to get the full structure of this
sentence, the gap should be supplemented by a predicate, and in this instance, it can
only be the predicate of the first clause. We say only, because there is no other
alternative interpretation in this case, and the second sentence could be identified

only as: ... cenomo us2yéu osajua eounu (... the village lost two inhabitants).

In our research, when we talk about ellipsis we refer specifically to a word or phrase,
clauses or sentences, whose structure suggests the existence of a previous element,
which serves as a source for the missing information. The elliptical language element

leaves a specific structural gap that can be filled from elsewhere in the text.

This is present in the next example:
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[6M] Hmam jac cunosu u umam 00 nus enyyu. Q0 dsajuama. Ecensa
Ke 2o oxcenam u mpemuom. U ['epo Cne3 uspacra u cospea.
Cunen e, ke my najoam 0ee xcenu. Tpema camuom Ke cu Hajoe.
(CJ, AKB)

[6E] I have sons and | have grandchildren. From both. This autumn
I will marry the third. And Gero Slez grew up and matured. He is
strong; I will find two women for him. He will find the third one
by himself.

The second sentence contains a noun phrase osajyama® (both). To be complete, the
noun phrase should complement the noun from the previous sentence, in this case
cunosu (sons). This means that if the noun phrase occurs only with a modifier, in
this case number, or numerical adjectives® (as mpemuom (the third), for example),

it yields an elliptical NP whose center should be determined from the context.

The examples above show that where there is an ellipsis, there is a presupposition
that something unsaid is understood. Respectively, we say that one element is
elliptical if within its structure all segments contributing to its shaping are not
represented - all the meanings are achieved with this structure.

Generally, there is an ellipsis when there is something necessary to complete the
structure (to have a full and proper grammatical structure) that is actually missing,
so a sense of incompleteness appears in the structure, but there is no semantic
incompleteness. The main function of the ellipsis is to achieve an economy of
language expressions by avoiding repetition. It contributes to clarity and emphasis;
that is, through this cohesive tie, it is enabled to highlight only new and important
information (which is the reason why ellipsis is connected with the theme and rheme

in Functional Sentence Perspective).

> In Macedonian, there are specific forms of numbers for people.
% In Macedonian, ordinal numbers are included in a group named numerical adjectives.
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Since it sometimes is difficult to determine the boundaries of the ellipsis as a
conclusion for this section, the five criteria for determining the ellipsis from Quirk

will be listed (Quirk cited in Yamamoto, 1999:90). They are as follows:

a. The ellipted element is precisely recoverable.

b. The elliptical construction is grammatically "defective*.

c. The insertion of the missing expression results in grammatical sentences (with the
same meaning as the original, elliptical sentence).

d. The missing word(s) is (are) textually recoverable, and

e. Is (are) present in the text in exactly the same form.

Types of ellipsis

The term ellipsis is used to refer to the diversity of this cohesive tie. In general, we

separate ellipsis into the following three types:

Syntactic ellipsis’ marks the incompleteness of the surface structure. This type of
ellipsis covers examples in which mandatory language elements for syntactically
complete sentences are omitted (predicates, for example), but under strict conditions
relating to the form and consistency of interpretation.

Semantic ellipsis means the omitting of syntactic elements that are not mandatory
(modifiers in the noun phrases, for example), but are required to complete semantic
interpretations of the text.

Pragmatic ellipsis is about the incompleteness of interpretation, which is
determined according to the general principles of pragmatic interpretation.

There is another division that is based on the determination of the omitted linguistic

element in the following ways:

" Thus indicated by Merchant (2007:1) and other authors as linguistic (Neale, 2005:188).
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- Determination within the text (omitted element is within the text);

- Situational determination (full form is determined by extra-linguistic

factors or by situation);
- Structural determination (form is determined by the grammatical structure).

Our research is based on the following classification of the ellipsis:

- Nominal ellipsis
- Verbal ellipsis
- Clause ellipsis

And as we already stressed, in our paper we will analyze ellipsis in the nominal

phrase in Macedonian.

Ellipsis in the nominal phrase (nominal ellipsis)
Definition of the term nominal ellipsis

Nominal ellipsis refers to ellipsis within the noun phrase or to ellipsis of the whole

noun phrase, as in the following example:

[7TM] Ha eonu céemyu um nocea nooapouu, na opyau um eemyead.
(= ...na opyeu um semyeaa nodapouu.) (I1A, T)

[7E] To some saints, they would give gifts, whereas to others they
would promise (them) (= ... for the others they promised gifts.)

When there is an ellipsis in the center of the NP, the other element of the phrase

takes functions as the center of the phrase.

Prior to dwelling on the nominal ellipsis, we will enumerate modifiers that may
occur in the NP in Macedonian (MunoBa, 1994:106).

a) Premodifiers

- auxiliary determiners, e.g.: cume (all);
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- determiners, e.g.: oeme-mo (the child), oeéa oeme (this child), eono deme
(one child);

- numbers, numerical adjectives, quantifiers, e.g.. mpu (three), nemmuna

(five people), nexonxy (several);
- adjectives:
- possessive adjectives and possessive pronouns®, e.g.: moj (my,
mine), saww (your, yours)
- ordinal numbers, e.g.: emop (second)
- descriptive adjectives, e.g.: yb6asa (beautiful)

- relative adjectives®, e.g.: namyuen (cottony)

b) Postmodifiers
- other dependent noun phrases, e.g.: 00 moume 2ocmu (from my guests)
- dependent clauses, e.g.: kou me npawysaa ( Who asked me)

The determiners are linguistic elements that signal referential characteristics of the
noun phrase. With numbers and numerical adjectives, we give information about the
quantity of counted elements represented by the noun phrase and the quantifiers,
based on the subjective perception of the speakers. With the adjectives, we give the
particular characteristics of the objects, persons, etc. Some of these elements can

occur multiple times in a single NP.

The center of the phrase is represented by a proper noun, common noun or pronoun.
In non-elliptical noun phrases, the center of the phrase is a noun referring to an
individual item or class that represents that element. The center of the phrase may

be all that is covered by the definition of the term noun. Personal pronouns and

8 In Macedonian, possessive pronouns and ordinal numbers are included in the group of adjectives
since they have the same grammatical characteristics as other adjectives in terms of gender and
number.

° In Macedonian, we differentiate types of adjectives - relative adjectives - which are connected with
origin, material, etc. For example: (dbpaniycku (French), Tatkos (father’s).
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proper nouns can only occasionally be accompanied by a modifier (Yoasama maa
na 6a6a (Grandma's lovely one);Bucoxuom I'opan me 6apawe (YOu were sought
after by Goran, the Tall.). On the other hand, common nouns are often subsequently
determined precisely by determiners, numbers, adjectives.

When the common nouns are omitted, the function center of the phrase is
appropriated by any of the modifiers and then the determiner (except the definite
article which is not an independent morpheme in Macedonian), number, or adjective

functions as the center of the phrase.

[BM] I'epman oouexan eona enyuka, Munena ose. (CJ, JIKB)
[8E] German was blessed with one granddaughter, Milena two.

Thus, we can conclude that every noun phrase in which one of the modifiers
functions as the center of the phrase is an elliptical noun phrase. This means that
nominal ellipsis is actually upgrading the word that in the full noun phrase is a
modifier, and in the elliptical one receives the function of the center of the phrase.

So from the status of modifier, it achieves the status of the center of the NP.

The elliptical noun phrase clearly shows that there is information that can come
through an available source, which is needed to supplement the noun phrase and
therefore becomes complete. An elliptical noun phrase suggests that there is another

noun phrase which is not elliptical and is, therefore, cohesive.
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Presupposition on nominal elements

The elliptical NP is cohesive and usually leads anaphorically to another NP. But the

question is how much of the full noun phrase is involved in the elliptical one.

In the following example [9], the center is omitted in the elliptical NP. But there are
other elements (modifiers) that also do not appear in the elliptical NP.

[OM] Cakam oa mu eu nokasxcam oeue mou o0ea Oenu ceunenu
wanoeu.'’ Moowcam 0a mu dadam eden axo caxaiu.
[9E] I want to show you these two white silk scarves of mine. | can give
you one if you want.

In this example, eoen (one) does not only refer to the noun waxn (scarf) but also to
the additional explanations: osoj (this), moj (mine), 6ex (white) and ceunen (silky).
This means that the elliptical NP may be supplemented, so we get the following NP:
eoen oen ceunern wan (one white silk scarf), or eoen moj 6en ceunen wan (one white
silk scarf of mine). We may determine what can be presupposed by referring to the
structure of the NP, or by structural elements: demonstratives (D), numbers (N), and
adjectives (A).

For better illustration of the previous example, we will consider the following

sentences:

[10M] Caxam oa mu eu nokasxcam oeue mou 0ea Oenu ceéunenu

Wanoeu.
a. Kaoe ce meoume?
0. Jac umas mpu.
8. [ nedaw nexoj ypn?

0. Mnu nogexe caxaw namyyen?

10 Although in this example it is better for the noun to be in the dual form (1Ba mana-two scarves). In
an effort to more clearly explain the examples that follow, the noun is given in ordinary plural form.
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[10E] I want to show you these two white silk scarves of minell.
a. Where are yours?
b. I had three.
c. Do you see a black one?
d. Or would you prefer cotton?

In the example [10 a.] meoume (yours) is the center of the noun phrase and
presupposed elements can not only relate to the noun wanosu (scarves), but also to

oenu (White), ceunenu (Silk) and possibly dsa (two).

In the following example [10 b.] mpu (three) is the center of the NP. Here, unlike
the previous example, there is a restriction on the omitted elements. The plural form
wanosu (scarves) is mandatory to complement the whole noun phrase, and 6exu
(white) u ceunenu (silk) can occur. The number 0sa (two) can never be part of this
elliptical NP because we already have three. In this example, the possessive pronoun
mou (mine) would be redundant because the information for possession is given by
the verb in Macedonian: umas (I have), so rarely would we find such examples:

HUmas mpu mou (benu, ceunenu) wanosu [ had three (white silk) scarves of mine].

In the example below, c. [10 c.] in the elliptical NP nexoj ypn (a black one), the
center of the phrase is a descriptive adjective: ypn (black), and wan (scarf) and
ceunen (Silky) are missing. The singular form of the adjective in Macedonian limits
the use of the number. If the example is: I reoaw nexou ypnu? (DO you see any black
ones?), then there may be a number: Iredaw nexou osa ypnu (DO you see any two
black ones?). Scarves, however, cannot be mine: Jlamu ereoaw meoj ypn? (DO you

see your black one?).

1 In our paper we are using a similar example to that given by Halliday and Hasan (1976:150)
because it will be easier to compare Macedonian and English.
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In the last example (10 d.), the presupposed noun is wan (scarf), which might be
white. Also, in this example, the limit to the number is given by the singular form of

the adjective in Macedonian .

According to what has been discussed, we can consider the following table:

If instead of the center of Omitted: Might be
the NP there is: presupposed:
Demonstrative (D) The center of the NP | A, N
Number (N) The center of the NP | A, D
Adjective (A) The center of the NP | N, D, A*

* Which adjective might be presupposed depends on the type of adjective at the
center of the elliptical noun phrase.

From the examples above, it can be concluded that the emergence of the new
determiners in the elliptical NP may affect the rejection of some modifiers of the full
NP. Overall, the possible presumptions mainly depend on the structure of the
specific NP.

Types of nominal ellipsis

In more detail, we will look at examples of the most common types of nominal

ellipsis.
Determiners

In non-gestural communication, we can identify something or someone with
linguistic elements. In terms of determination, we think primarily of demonstrative
pronouns and definite articles, specifically, eder (one) in Macedonian as an
indefinite article and other determiners in Macedonian (indefinite, interrogative,

negative pronouns, etc.).

94



ELLIPSIS IN THE MACEDONIAN NOUN PHRASE

We distinguish determinators that indicate whether the object is definite or
indefinite, and auxiliary determiners that can be used together with the basic

determiners.

The demonstrative pronouns oBoj, oHoj (this, that) are often at the center of the

elliptical NP and are used in anaphoric ellipsis.
[11M] Hue ne cme oanexy nu 00 Kyxynuno nu 00 seezoume. Ilo2neonu
00 onaa re naoue kps. (CJ, KP)
[11E] We are not far, neither from Kukulino nor from the stars. Look,
that one'? will release blood. (... that star)

Numbers and quantifiers®®

From the elements that occur after determiners in the NP, numbers and adjectives

can function as a center in the elliptical NP.
Numbers in the elliptical NP
We often find cardinal numbers in elliptical forms, as in the following example:

[12M] Hoku, nomery 0se — eoen oen. Jlocmamno. (CJ, JIKB)
[12E] Nights, between the two - one day. Sufficiently.

If in the elliptical NP, the center of the phrase is the number 2 (dsa / two) or any
other number, the full phrase can only be a noun in the singular (without any

number), as in the following examples:

[13M] Kpenew 1u meu re naremaw na osa. (CJ,KP)

[13E] If you raise a sword, you will be confronted with two.

12 As we mentioned before, and as we can see from the examples, very often we have ellipsis in
Macedonian, where in English we have substitution.
13 Examples with the numerical adjective (ordinal numbers) are considered below.
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An elliptical NP with a number may be complemented with a determiner suitable
for numbers, such as mpume (the three), osue mpu (these three), cexou mpu (every

three), or cume mpu (all three).

[14M] U noooyna, sexe co scena u co oeua, mpu u cume HceHcKu,
kaxo wimo u 6pam my Cage uman mpu, cume mawiku... (= ...u
cume mpu Hcencku, ... cume mpu mawiku...) (CJ, IKB)

[14E] And later, already with a wife and children, three, and all

female, as his brother Save had three, all male ... (= ... and all

three female ... all three male ...)

Usually before proper nouns numbers don’t occur, so rarely do we find examples in

which elliptical NP is a proper noun, except in the following:

[15M] Buepa ja sudos eonama Ana, a oenecka opyeama. M 0eeme me
nosopasuja. (= U oeeme Anu ...)
[15E] Yesterday | saw one Anna, and today the other. Both greeted me.
(= Both Anas...)
And obama/o6ajyama™* (both) often function as elliptical. Anaphorically refers to
another NP in plural, or two or more singular NPs. The following example can be

presented with NP in plural [16 a.] or with two noun phrases in singular [16 b.]

[l6M] a. Pooumenume ce epamuja Ha noiuwox. Qéajuama oOea

USMOpEHU.

0. Majkama u mamkomo ce spamuja Ha noiHok. Qbajuama

bea uzmopeHu
[16E] a. The parents returned at midnight. They were both tired.

b. The mother and the father returned at midnight. They were
both tired.

1% In Macedonian we can use o6ajyama only before nouns that denominate people.
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This means that o6ajuama (both) can refer to two separate NPs, which could be in
the same sentence [16 b.], or in different sentences, as in the following example:
[17M] Hemap yuewe 0o ooyna. Mapuja yena nok pasmuciysaue 3a
namyearbemo. Ympomo obajuama 6ea ucypneHu.

[17E] Peter studied until late. Mary was thinking about the trip all

night. In the morning they were both exhausted.

Quantifiers

Quantifiers, for example, mnozy, manxy, nexonxy, nexoaxymuna (much, few, several,

etc.), and other words with numerative function are often used with an ellipsis.

[18M] Mumpe. Konxy z00unu umaw? (PK, I10)
Anrene: Eee... mpuecem u HeKoJIKy.
[18E] Mitre: How old are you?

Angele: Well ... Thirty-something.

Adjectives
All types of adjectives can occur as a center of an elliptical NP:
Possessive adjectives

In the following examples, the center of an elliptical NP is a possessive adjective.

Usually, the number of a noun corresponds to the number of a possessive adjective.

[19M] 3agpup Ym ne um cmoen na nam. Hu mue na nezosuom. (CJ, 1)
[19E] zafir Ut did not stand in their way. Neither had they stood in
his.
Rarely do we come across examples of a noun or possessive adjective which doesn’t

correspond, in terms of grammatical category, to number in Macedonian:
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[20M] Cexade uma epanuyu, 1o nawama e manxy nodanexy.™ (I1A,
T)
[20E] There are borders everywhere, but ours is a little further.

Apart from the center of the NP, an elliptical NP represented by a possessive
adjective can refer to other types of adjectives, but never to other possessive

adjectives.

[21M] Kaxo u oa e: cexoj uosex cu e nocebna npuxazna. A mojama,
nocmojano, Hekoj ja pacmypa. (= A mojama nocedona

npukasna...) (I1A, T)
[21E] However, each person has a special story. And mine, always,
is being spoiled. (= And my special story...)
Rare are the examples in which elliptical NP occurs before the full noun phrase, i.e.

cataphoric ellipsis, as in the following example:

[22M] ...ce naaueno na ceoj, ce naaueno u nao myr mpmosey. (CJ, 1)

[22E] ...our own and other people's deceased were mourned.
Numerical adjectives (ordinal numbers)

Ordinal numbers are often used elliptically. They themselves indicate the existence
of another NP even when they are part of an NP that is not elliptical, as in the

following example:

[23M] Co émopuom mooen ,, [lona yuecmeo *“ oOpacasama re niamu 50
omcmo 00 yyecmseomo 3a kpeoumom. (Becr)

[23E] The second model ““Half Participation’ means that the state will

pay 50 percent of the loan.

15 In this example the noun is in plural and the elliptical NP is represented by a possessive adjective
in singular form.
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In this case, the noun phrase smopuom mooen (the second model) suggests that there
is another first model. Or, if you say the first model it means that there is another

model or perhaps some other models.

Because of this, NPs with ordinal numbers are similar to the comparative and

superlative forms, which also indicate the existence of other NP.

However, previous ordinal numbers do not always occur in the context, as in the

following example:

[24M] Hajnpsun moa 6un cycm 3068puen 061aK co 3acmpauiy8aqxu
wym 80 cebe —edeH, nomoa yuwime eoeH U, nax, no Hue mpem, mpu
cmpautiHu obnaxa 00 xou u COHYemo ce 3anmemHelio. (= ... NO HU6
mpem oonax...) (CJ, H)

[24E] First it was a thick boiling cloud with a frightening noise in itself
—one, then another and again, followed by a third, three awesome
clouds from which the sun went dark. (= ... followed by a third
cloud...)

In this example [24], we didn’t find previous ordinal numbers (first, second) but the

ordinal number mpem (third) indicates the existence of the other two clouds.

In the next example [25], the first and second roosters are not mentioned in the
context, yet the noun phrase mpemume nemau (third roosters) suggests their

existence:

[25M] Camo npeo mpemume nemau ce nosnexysane 6o moj Bek npsu.
(CJ, IKB)
[25E] Only before the third crowing of the roosters did they withdraw
in that first century.
The elliptical NP which operates as a center generally takes the definite article,

anaphorically referring to another NP:
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[26M] Ceca eneoam oexa e majmewko O0a ce manpasu npeuom u

pewumenen uekop. Bmopuom e gerxe nonecen. (I1A, T)

[26E] Now I see that it is most difficult to make the first and decisive

step. The second (one) is already easier.

Only in certain instances in which there is a generic use of the NP, the ordinal

number (which is the center of an elliptical NP) is without the definite article:

[27M] U Tepo Cnes uspacna u cospea. Cunen e, ke my najoam oee
acenu. Tpema camuom re cu najoe. (CJ, JIKB)

[27E] And Gero Sles has grown and matured. He is strong; | will find
two women for him. He will find the third (one)®®.

If other modifiers occur within an NP with ordinal numbers, the elliptical NP with
an ordinal number as the center of the phrase applies to the other types of adjectives,

numbers, etc., but never to another ordinal number.

The NP emopuom najeonem concmsenux (second largest owner) in the following
example [28] don’t refer only to the existence of the first owner, but also indicates

the existence of the first largest owner.

[28M] Janonuja e émopuom najezonem concmeenux na monemapHu

0066p3Huyu 6o ceemom no Kuna (Becr)

[28E] Japan is the second largest owner of a monetary bond in the
world after China.

In the next example [29], the elliptical NP npsuom (first), except that it excludes the
ordinal number of the second full NP, covers all other modifiers and the center of
the phrase, i.e. premodifier: esponcku (European); the center: nzan (plan); and
postmodifier: 3a ¢unancucka nomow na zemjama (for financial assistance to the

country).

16 In this example a substitution is more suitable in English, but not in Macedonian.
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[29M]  IIpenumunapnume  paseosopu bea  opeanusupanu  no
UsHeHaoysaukama  OONYKA — HA ~— ZPUKUOM  npemuep 60
NOHeOeIHUKOm 0a pacnuuie peghpepenoym 3a 6mopUont eeponcKu

nJjiaH 3a d)unancucmz nowout Ha 3eMjama.

Jleeme npamenuuku b6ea npomug 00IYKAMA HA NPeMUepom u 3a
npeuom. (Becr)

[29E] Preliminary talks were held after the surprise decision by the
Greek Prime Minister on Monday to call a referendum on the
second European plan for financial assistance to the country.
The two MPs were against that decision of the prime minister and

also the first.
Descriptive adjectives

When the center of the NP is a descriptive adjective, it refers only to the center of

the full NP, for example:

[30M] Ha eywumepuyama uckybu u onaw, 3a 0en uiu 08a, moxiceou

3a nem, ke u uzpacte Hog. (CJ, KP)

[30E] The lizard whose tail you tugged off, in a day or two, maybe five,

will grow a new one.

It is common for other elliptical NPs, which have as a center function other
descriptive adjectives, to occur consecutively. In the following example, an elliptical

NP rosa (new), is followed by another elliptical NP, or nocorema (greater).

[31M] Ipxeuuxasa nu e xownuya, dedo none. 3a nuenu. A noeneonu
wmo Hapoo ce kpcmu 60 Kykyauno. Ja nocmpoume Hosa u

nozonema, co wapen onmap? (CJ, H)

[31E] The church is our basket, Father. For bees. A look at which
people are baptized in Kuklino. Should we build one newer and
larger, with a colorful altar?
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This elliptical NP can be extended with the other adjectives that occur in the full NP,

as in the example [32]:

[32M] 4 Uzop uma monxy yoaseu u munu oun. /{naboku u memuu,

Hebape n1o0osu 00 npespear 603. (I1A, T)
[32E] And Igor has such beautiful and kind eyes. Deep and dark, like

ripe fruit from elderberry.

This means that the full NP, except the center (ouu - eyes), will include the adjectives
voasu u munu (beautiful and kind), so the full NP will be: oraboxu, memnu, yoasu u

muau oyu (deep, dark, beautiful and kind eyes).

As ordinal numbers, comparative and superlative forms indicate the existence of
other phrases with the same noun as the center of the NP. If the center of the elliptical
NP is in comparative or superlative form, this always indicates the existence of other

noun phrases, which are not always explicit:

[33M] Umana mpu cecmpu, ne u 6pam, cexoja na céoja cmpana u co
ceoja cpexa. Hajcmapama nesenuana, 6o epadcka kyka ...(CJ,
JAKB)

[33E] She had three sisters and no brother, each on their own path and
with their own happiness. The oldest (one) unmarried, in the

town house...

In the following examples in which the center of the elliptical NP is a descriptive

adjective, we can determine that it is exophoric ellipsis or a substantivised adjective:

[34M] a. Cupomasuom dsanamu niaxa. [34E] a. The poor (man) pays twice.
6. lobpuom u 6yoanuom ce ucmo. b. The good and the fool are the same.
6. IlTamemnuom 3anuwysa, ¢. The smart writes, the fool
oyoanuom nammu. remembers.

Relative adjectives

Also, a relative adjective can be the center of the elliptical NP:
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[35M] 3a0 osokonxama uexopena 6e3 consu Japuja Hcosa co céoume
nem oeya, 06e MAWKU U mMpu HCEHCKU, UeCmomo Ouio 60 Hed.
(CJ, AKB)

[35E] Behind the chariot, Daria Isova walked without tears with her
five children, two male and three female, and a sixth on the way.

In this example [36] the two elliptical NPs are presented with a number and relative

adjective.

The following example illustrates separate instances in which there is one center and

two modifiers:

[36M] Cemunapom ce npemeopu 6o ouckycuja 3a paziuxume mery
esponckama u amepuKkanckama xKouwiapka ... (YB)

[36E] The seminar turned into a discussion about the differences
between European and American basketball ...

Here we see that two NPs (eBporckara komiapka M aMepHKaHCKaTa KOLIapKa—

European and American basketball ...) are accepted as coordinated groups.
Cataphora is rare:

[37M] Hocuemo 3a kaznama na I[lo6eda e npeneceno 00 eeponckama
dyobancka na makedonckama nonumuuka cyena. (Becr)

[37E] The file about the penalty of Pobeda has been transferred from
European football to the Macedonian political scene.

Conclusion

A text is a feature of modern linguistic studies. In doing so, cohesion and cohesive
ties are one of the central issues. Through the analysis of cohesion, the semantic and
grammatical connections in the text between the sentences and the parts in the text

come to mind.

In our research, we retain the ellipse in the noun phrase, which, like other types of

ellipses, leads to the economy of language expression. The text recipient can focus
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on the more important parts of the text. The whole answer, unless it is in the direction

of emphasis, seems unnecessarily extensive, redundant and unnatural.

The analysis of the examples in Macedonian indicates that this cohesive link is very
important for the shaping of the texts. Our research has been done on the basis of
texts from different functional styles, but most of the examples are from the

literature.

Moreover, in the scientific, administrative, and in the publicist functional style, the
use of this cohesive link is much more limited, compared with conversational and

literary style. Therefore, most of the examples in our research are from the literature.
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Ellipsis of the premodifier.

€KCTOT Ha NecHaTa Me MHCNUpUpalle Aa HanpaBam BakoB cnot. CnotoT
6elle NPoMoBMpPaH BO CKOMCKOTO Kadyne Apama. (Becr)

Lyrics inspired me to make this video. The video was promoted in the
Skopje cafe Drama.

Ellipsis of the centre of the NP. Modifier functions as centre of the

Ellipsis

In the NP

Demonstratives: v 3HaelWw KaksBu ce KeHuBe Hawu: ,,0Baa 6mna Baksa
— oHaa 6buna oHakea! (PK, NO)

You know our women: She was like this....the other was
like that!

Number: lepman douekan edHa eHy4Yka, MuneHa dee. (CJ, AKB)
German was blessed with one granddaughter, Milena two.

Adjective: Ke uznaxam ako ckpujam Oeka u mojom xueom He me
nomcemysa Ha HUsHuom. (MNA, T)

| would be lying if | hid that my life reminds me of their own.

Ellipsis of the postmodifier.

Dependent NP: [Ipezosopume 3a umemo npodonxcysaam. Hue
oYyeKysame 80 UOHUHG npeezogopume 0a OoHecam
pesyamamu. (Cuten)

Negotiations for the name are continuing. We expect the
future negotiations to bear fruit.

Dependent clause: /Jozoeopom Koj b6ewe nocmuzHam He bewe
noyumyeaH u 00 0eeme CMpPAHU U MNOKPAj Mod Wwmo
dozosopom bewe npugpameH 00 Oseme CMPAHU.
(Tenma)

The agreement that was reached was not respected by
either side despite the fact that the agreement was
accepted by both sides.
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Examples
Literature:

Ilerpe Annpeescku, Tynen — (I1A,T)

Pucto Kpue, [Tapure ce orenyBauka — (PK, I10)

CnaBko JaneBckwu, JleBet kepyonnoBu BexoBu — (CJ, IKB)
CnaBko JaneBcku, Kydemko pacnierue — (CJ, KP)

CnaBko JaneBcku, Uynorsopmu — (CJ, H)

Media

Bect — (Becr)

VYrpuncku Becauk — (YB)
Cuten — (Cuten)

Tenma — (Tenma)
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