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Birdwatchers gather significant amount of casual observations which are often used in scien-

tific research. However, accuracy of this data is seldom controlled. The aim of this study was

to detect if casual observations reflect real situation in the case of Bearded Tit occurrence.

Two sources of data were compared: different birdwatchers casual observations ( ) and re-

sults of regular studies ( ) carried out in the same region by the author. In the case of ,

study areas were selected randomly and playback method was used to maximise efficiency of

species searching. It has been revealed that birdwatchers explore mainly large lakes and big

river valleys. Small marsh patches and streams, where significant part of Bearded Tit sites is

located, are usually omitted. According to data, the peak of non-breeding birds, which

normally occurs in the first half of October, took place a month later. This shift resulted from

higher birdwatchers activity connected with holidays in the beginning of November and dy-

namics of rare waterbirds in the region. Flocks of wintering Bearded Tits found during

were significantly smaller than in . Possible causes of observer biases are presented and

discussed.

Bearded Tit, , bird occurrence, birdwatching, volunteers, casual

observations, data biases.
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Fig. 1. Changes of the Bearded Tit number indicated by casual observations (CO � n
CO
, left axis) and

regular surveys (RS � n
RS
, right axis). Points at x-axis are halfs of subsequent months.

Fig. 2. Changes of number of sites outside the breeding season. Explanations as at Figure 1.
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Fig 3. Mean flock size (Avg.) outside the breeding season. Explanations as at Figure 1.



84 THE RING 27, 1 (2005)DOI 10.2478/v10050-008-0012-3

Fig. 4. Distribution of site (bars � n
s
, right axis) and bird numbers (line � n

b
, left axis) in November based

on casual observations (data from all years together).
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