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50 YEARS OF THE RING
HALF A CENTURY OF SERVICE TO THE BIRD RINGING

FIFTY years ago... on 1 October 1954, in Croydon (England) — there was published a first
number of an ornithological bulletin named THE RING. The Father of it, its Editor, its Typ-
ist, its Publisher and Distributer was one man only — Dr Wiadystaw Rydzewski (p. 22) — the
Polish refugee living in England and being, despite his Ph.D. in biology, a simple worker in
a factory (for more about him — see pp. 25-27). The basic idea of the bulletin was simple and,
for us now, one can said — trivial: “It is quite obvious that the exchange of ideas, experiences and
information between individual ringing centres is an essential factor in their work...” (from Intro-
duction to the first number of THE RING), but it was a novelty fifty years ago. THE RING
was intended to be a medium for such contacts — and it really was. The first issue of the bul-
letin is reprinted here on pages 3-18. It is presented here because its contents shows clearly
how revolutionary ideas it brought to the bird ringing worldwide. An article by W. Rydzewski
“The publishing of the recovery reports” (see pp. 6-8) was the first proposal of standardisation
of the ringing data publishing in reports of the ringing centres. The system was then widely
applied in most of official reports as well as in publication of ringing data in many analytical
papers. It was a precursor of future standardisation and bird ringing data coding systems —
Perdeck’s “EURING code” (1966), “New-EURING code” (1979) and “The EURING
exchange-code 2000”. Similarly, “The problem of co-ordinates” (see pp. 8-10) seems funny to
us now, but nobody knows better than me — after an analysis of more than 5000 recoveries of
European Corvids in my Ph.D. — how terrible work with recoveries was when NO co-
ordinates were given in published recovery data. A report by A. Schifferli “Meeting of the In-
ternational Bird-Ringing Committee” (p. 13) stresses how much the first editor of THE RING
was appreciated within the bird-ringing people. Beside other information from the field of
the bird ringing the Records of longevity chapter (p. 15) was continued for many years and
very frequently cited in papers and Recent literature was the basic information on what was
going on in the topic.

In 1961 Dr Rydzewski came back to Poland and THE RING became the bulletin of the
Polish Zoological Society (p. 21). During the next twenty years THE RING was continued
still as a “one-man journal” following the same image and the same scope of interest — there
were continued chapters How they work, Notes and news, Longevity records, Mystery rings and
Recent literature. In THE RING'’s library there was collected a unique set of ALL ringing re-
ports published elsewhere in the World. But it was not enough for the Editor. He tried new
initiatives: THE RING B - purely information service (p. 22), which ceased after three is-
sues, and Index Ornithologorum — something like Who’s Who in the ornithological commu-
nity (p. 23).

In 1980 Prof. Dr Wiadystaw Rydzewski passed away — the “Obituary” by Dr Ludwik To-
miatoj¢ was published in number 102-103 of the bulletin (see pp. 25-27). The Editor has left
us but there were followers who continued the work (p. 28): in years 1980-1987 the Editorial
Board consisted of Dr Przemystaw Busse, Dr Ludwik Tomiatoj¢ and Dr Andrzej Dyrcz and
later, in 1988-1989 — Dr Ludwik Tomialojé, Dr Przemystaw Busse and Dr Tadeusz Stawar-
czyk. Despite the changes of editors we continued the style of our Teacher although the sub-
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title Ringing, Migration, Monitoring. Methods and Information was added (p. 29, see also con-
tents of the first and the last issues edited like that — pp. 30-31) and we reached issue num-
ber 139.

The year 1989 was not only the year of enormous political changes in Poland but the year
of a fundamental decision about the shape and contents of THE RING - it was decided to
transform THE RING - the quarterly information bulletin into THE RING - the bi-annual
scientific journal and to pass editorial responsibility to, once more, one hands — my hands
(see pp. 32-33). Some basics of the new concept are listed in the Editorial to volume 13 (num-
bering of issues was changed in 1990 — previously continuously numbered issues were arbi-
trary grouped into 12 volumes):

“THE RING began with the implicit sub-title “Ringing — methods and information”. It was
successful because it catered for the great need to discuss this subject felt at that time. During the
first years of THE RING's life heated discussions were frequent. They led ultimately to the crea-
tion of EURING. They perfected the working methods of ringing centres and ringing activities all
over the World. Later, debates became less frequent and more moderate in tone. When adminis-
trative methodology had become a less fertile field for debate, THE RING concentrated on infor-
mation.

... Now, THE RING intends to be in the service of “Ringing, migration and monitoring” as
a journal where original papers, the basic products of scientific activity, can be published quickly
and to a high editorial standard.

... Both main types of papers of interest to us - original papers and discussions/review articles -
are frequently presented as lectures at international meetings and conferences. These are pub-
lished in the proceedings edited in different countries as special booklets or as supplementary is-
sues of various magazines, and are frequently inaccessible to many who did not participate in the
meeting. A speciality of the new THE RING will therefore be the publication of the proceedings of
meetings and conferences dealing with the problems falling within the journal's range of interest.
If this idea is accepted all our readers will have easy access to subsequent proceedings from serial
conferences — always in the same format and always in the same journal.”

During 15 years of step by step development and implementation of the above listed
ideas, despite the publication of eleven proceedings from different events, the last desire was
not fully realised — local ambitions of many of organisers of meetings are still stronger than
explicitly seen advantages of publishing the proceedings in one journal. But hopefully, in the
future... So, note that THE RING is still open to your proceedings.

In 2003 THE RING became the journal published by The Polish Zoological Society and
the University of Gdansk (see p. 34). It is the journal of preference of the SE European Bird
Migration Network (SEEN).

And now, we are after long 50 years of the editorial history of THE RING - so, next 50
years ahead! I hope for further interest and support of You — the Readers, by supplying THE
RING with your papers.

Przemystaw Busse



L zemystay  p,...

THE RING |=:..

1984

Edited by Dr.W.RYDZEWSKI| Price
| Altyre Rd.,Croydon, Surrey, England 3 sh

INTRODUCTION

It is quite obvious that the exchange of ideas,experiences and informati-
on between the individusl ringing centres is an essential factor in their
work, For the moment, however, there are great difficulties in publishing
such articles and notes, because the general ornithological periodicals do
not want to offer any place for such specialised items.

The discussion at the meeting of the International Coordinating Committee
for Bird Ringing held at the XIth International Ornithological Congress at
Basel,as well as many personal talks with ornithologists from many countries
have convinced me, that there is a real need for such a special periodical
in which various matters referring to bird ringing could be dealt with.

In that way "THE RING" was born., Tts main task is to supply the officers
of the ringing schemes with the means where their experiences, suggestions,
etc., of general interest could be published and discussed.It should become
the source of information in all matters relating to bird ringing."THE RING"
would be sent to all the existing ringing schemes as well as to all ornitho-
logists who would like to subscribe to it.

"THE RING” is a private publication. It is an experiment., Its life and
success depend on the interest and cooperation of ornithologists throughout
the world. Generally speaking all the problems concerning ringing, trapping,
colour ringing, publishing, etc., either theoretical or practical ones,will
find their place in "THE RING".It will include information about new schemes
and stations,the full 1list of recent publications, information on non-orni-
thological rings, etc, Any suggestions and proposals are welcome,and as far
a8 space allows, all material received will be published.

As "THE RING" is not depended on or supported by any ornithological insti-~
tution or organisation it cannot be sent out free. However, no subscription
fee has as yet been fixed;the issues will be priced separately and remittan-
ces should be sent to the editor by postal order, international money order,
or postal coupons. Any voluntary support would be greatly welcome and would
be used for the improvement of this publication.

Dr.W.Rydzewski.
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THE PUBLISHING OF THE RECOVERY REPORTS

At the meeting of the International Coordinating Committee for Bird
Ringing held at Basel, I had the honour to present some suggestions for
the unification of various systems of publishing the recovery reports.
These proposals were throughly discussed and I have been asked to sum up
the opinions and prepare a project to be sent to all the ringing schemes
for further discussion and examination. All the ornithologists interested
with this problem are asked to send their opinions and suggestions to be
published in the next issue of "THE RING". The clesing date for all commu-
nications is 15th December 1954.

The order in which the particular parts of a recovery report are made
out is important. The majority of schemes <follow the order stated below.
It would be desirable, however, that this order be accepted and epplied
also by these few schemes, which for the moment are using an inverted
order. The best way of making a recovery report is to print it, as below
in two lines, but it can also be made in two vertical columns, The method
of printing recovery details in the same line with the ringing particulars
is not desirable.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
| [ | ] | ] |
25760 o ad 5.5.50.Croydons 52°22N;0°22W (Surrey).A.B.Smith.
v 20.8.50, Addington - 6.5 kms E.
= 28.4.51. loco.A.B.Smith.
+ 10.9.52.Crotoy: 50°20N; 4°22E (Somme) ,France.A.Arné.170 SW,2-4-5
|
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1. The ring number should indicate whether the ring has been returned
or not., If so, it should be printed in italics.

2. It is necessary to discriminate the native birds from any foreign
migrants. For this reason if the bird was ringed in the nest either as
nestling, juvenile or adult, the ringing data should be preceded by a
circle, and by an asterisk if the bird, adult or juvenile, was trapped and
ringed,

3. In each case the age of the bird when ringed should be clearly stated.
Use Latin abbreviations : pull = nestling, Juv = young = immature, ad =
adult, migr.juv. or migr.ad. = migrants,

4. Sex, if known, should be stated. Use ¢ or "M" for male, ¢ or "F"
for female (Masculinum) Femininum).

5. The ringing date should be given in figures : 12.5.52.
6. The actual ringing locality should be given first

7. followed by its co-ordinates (Greenwich), and
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8., the administrative unit in brackets, It depends on the authority of
the scheme which units for individual countries are to be used. 1t seems
practical to accept : counties for Gr.Britain and Ireland, departemeuts for
France, provinces for Belgium, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, cantons for
Switzerland, Kreise for Germany, powiaty for Poland, etc. It is not desira-
ble to use such definitions as "A"™ near "B", or "A" bei "B"., Also do not
use such names as Wales, Normandie, Lombardia, Rheinland; etc. The name of
the locality and its co-ordinates are the only and best definition of the

ringing place.
9. The ringer's name is optional.

10. The manner of recovery is a very important information and should
not be omitted; it should be stated by a conventional sign as already
applied by some schemes. It is very important to reach an international
agreement as to the uniformity of signs used. They should be as simple as
possible and easy for the printer. The proposed signs follow :

+ shot or killed by man,

x . found dead, ill or exhausted and eventually dead, then in brackets
reason of death : (cat), (fishing net), (telephone wires), etc.

() caught or trapped alive and not released or released but with ring
removed,

v caught or trapped and released with the ring,
= found breeding or with juveniles,

/=/ or /?/ manner of recovery unknown, e.g. "found", etc.

To sipplify the matter the explanation of the signs used should be
given at the beginning of the report,

11. The recovery date should be stated in figures.If it is known appro-
ximately it should be preceded by “ca" = circa., If the date has not been
stated by the finder, and only the date of his report is available, this
should be given in brackets : (12.10.53), and if only the month but not the
day is known, as follows : 0.11.53.

12. The actual place of recovery should be stated first., If the bird was
recovered 1in the ringing place, this should be stated by the Latin abbre-
viation either "loco"™ or "ibid".

13. The co-ordinates. These may be omitted only if the recovery place is
very near of the ringing place, say up to 10 kms. In such case, however,
the distance and direction must be stated, e.g. ; abbotsbury - 8 kms S.W.

14, Administrative unit or larger locality. If the co-ordinates of the
actual recovery place are not available then the co-ordinates of the
nearest larger locality should be given, e.g. : Farm 236 (Mafube : 30°12 S;
28°49 K, Matatiela).

3
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15. The name of the country should be stated., It would be desirable
to print it in heavy types.

16. The finder's or reporter's name is optional.

17. The distance should be stated, but it must always be given if it is
under 100 kms or the coordinates were not given (see para 13).

18, The direction should be stated thus : S, SW, SSW, etc.
19. "Age" should be given in a formula : years - months - days.

In the course of discussion it was suggested to use the conventional
abbreviations instead of the signs. This point of view, however, was opposed
as it would be difficult to choose the language for international use, and
this method, too, would require an introductory axplanation of the abbrevia-
tions used.

Opinion has been expressed that the use of various signs and abbrevia-
tions would make such reports heavy reading, especially for the ringers, and
that the new system would increase the volume of the reports.Personally I do
not agree with these points of view,

It is most necessary to realize the actual task of a recovery report.
First of all it is designed for students on bird migrations, and it should
give them as many information as possible in the clearest way. This could
be achieved by using signs known and familiar to all of them.The use of some
additional signs would not add to the volume of & report but even if such
increase would mean one or ‘two pages in the text, its result would wholly
justify the work and cost.As to the question of the use of co-ordinates,this
is discussed in a separate article in this issue of "THE RING".

As already stated, the above proposals should be discussed,and therefore
all the readers are invited to take part in the argument, To keep the opi-
nions comparable they are requested to follow the order of particular
polints as stated above, The directors of the schemes are requested to de-
clare whether, and if so, which points and which signs, they are willing to
accept and apply in their reports.

Dr.W,RYDZEWSKI,London,

THE PROBLEM OF CO-ORDINATES

The geographical co-ordinates of places specified in the recovery report
of a ringed bird are an essential and very important part of it, and should
not be neglected. More particularly for foreign students, the usefulness of
recovery reports provided with co-ordinates is much greater than those with-
out them. The general use of co-ordinates would save unnecessary correspon=-
dence, time of mapping the results, and would be warmly welcomed by all the
students of bird migrations. The use of the co-ordinates is quite easy if
the work is properly organised; some suggestions how to do it follow.

4
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Each national ringing scheme should establish a Permanent Index-card of
Co-ordinates, in which each locality where birds have been ringed 'should
possess its own card. This card is very simple

Croydon 52°31 N; 0°22 W
Surrey

The index~card must constantly be completed and, if a schedule of ringed
birds entering the office contains a new ringing locality, an appropriate
card should immediately be added to the index-card.In such a way the search
of co-ordinates becomes a part of the daily routine of the office's work and
saves any amount of work when preparing the annual report.

The same refers to the co-ordinates of recovery places situated within
country of the national scheme. If a recovery enters the office, the appro-
priate co-ordinates should be found at once and noted on the recovery card
as well as included to the Permanent Index-card of Co-ordinates,

The co-ordinates of recovery places abroad are a different problem., It
is quite obvious that a national scheme possessing detailed maps of its
country can easier find out the co-ordinates than a foreign one., For that
reason the mutual exchange of co-ordinates between schemes becomes the
fundamental duty of each of them.In practice this should be done as follows,

1f a recovery of a ringed bird is reported by an official scheme abroad
it must give the co-ordinates of the recovery place. The scheme notified
must in exchange give the co-ordinates of the ringing place. On the other
hand it 1is impossible +to expect that a private finder will supply the
office with co-ordinates of the recovery place., In such cases, however, the
notified scheme - should inform the appropriate national scheme of the
country where the bird has been recovered, giving the co-ordinates of the
ringing place. In exchange the scheme informed should send the co-ordinates
of the recovery place. It is not necessary to communicate each particular
recovery at once, it is sufficient to make it collectively from time to
time. Such mutual exchange of co-ordinates has another advantage also,
namely in such a way wmistakes and errors will be avoided as each ringing
office will be responsible for the co-ordinates of localities in its own
country. For territories where no national scheme exists the responsability
for the exactness of co-ordinates quoted remains with the authors of the
report in question,

The way of publishing the co-ordinates is very important. There are opi-
nions that the use of them throughout the reports would increase the cost
of printing and the volume of text. Certainly the putting of co-ordinates
after each locality mentioned is the best and simplest way., If, however,
for various reasons this was not applicable, it could be avoided by giving
the full list of co-ordinates at the end of a report. This system used in
the pre-war reports of thie Latvian Ornithelogical Centre at Rigas (Dr.N.von
Transehe) works well and is advisible. It refers, however, to the .co-ordi-
nates of ringing places only.The co-ordinates of the recovery places should
be included with the text.
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It must be emphasised that the co-ordinates of both places, that of
ringing and recovery ones, are of equal importance, and both must be stated

in the reports. Dr.W.RYDZEWSKI, London.

NOTES & NEWS

BELGIAN. CONGO. In 1954 a new bird ringing scheme, that of the Institut
pour la Recherche Scientifique en Afrique Centrale, has been founded at
Bukavu, Belglen Congo. It owes 1its foundation to the initiative of the
Commission Scientifique de Biologie Animale of the said Institute under the
presidency of Prof.H.Koch from the Louvain University.The two first centres
of operations sre Kivu (Lwire - 50 kms north of Bukavu) and Katanga near
Elisabethville. The scheme is supervised by a well known Belgian ornitholo-
gist J.P.Chapin (Kivu) end Dr.A.De Bont, director of the Stztion de Recher-
che Piscicole at Blisabethville., The rings bear the folloving inscription :
I.R.S.A.Cse CONGO BELGE.All correspondence should be directed to : Directeur
de 1'I.R.5.,A.C., Boite Postale 217, Bukavu, Congo Belge.

E.DE BRUYNE, Bruxelles.

ENGLAND, Miss Elsie P.Leach, Honorary Secretary of the Bird Ringing Com-
wittee of the British Trust for Ornithology, retired in December, 1453,
after completing twenty-three years service. The award of the M.B.E. was.
conferred on her in the Birthday Honours,1954, in recognition of her servi-
ces to ornithology. She has also been awarded the Bernard Tucker Medsal.

R.SPENCER, London.

FRANCE. In 1953 the Groupement des Chasseurs de Migrateurs de Vendée
(G.C.M.V.),President Prof, Henri Brissard, began to ring Partridges hatched
at its centre of Sauvetage d'Aisne and released in Vendée, using rings
inscribed "G C M V CHAILLE MARAIS", and for other migratory birds using
rings of the Paris Museum. In 1954 the ringing has been continued.The rings
used for Partridges bear the inscription "G C M V 54" those applied for
Mallards are marked "G C M V  LUCON VENDEE"., Only the Mallard rings are
numbered.All Mallards ringed as above have been hatched locally and distri-
buted over many ponds and lakes of the Vendée., It is hoped, therefore, to
create new points of nidification of this species since the birds should
remain or return to the places where quietly and in security they spent the
first months of their existence.By using its own rings the Groupement hopes
to enable hunters to control the results of its experiments and to teach
them to respect "their" game birds. All migratory ducks and other birds
trappen in the field have been ringed with the Paris Museum rings. The
results of the ringing work done by the Groupement are published annual%y
in the "Bulletin Annuel du Groupement des Chasseurs de Migrateurs de Vendee
of which the third one, "aAnnéde 1953-19Y54" has been recently issueq. The
address where all the communications should be directed is : M.le Président
du G.C.M.V., 4 Rue Prosper Deshayes, Lugon, Vendée, France. i

H.BRISSARD, Lugon.
.6
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JAPAN, The American 406th Medical General Laboratory of the Department
of Virus and Rickettsia Diseases, has begun in May 1952 its ringing experi-
ments.,Its objective was to learn something of the seasonal and,if possible,
the geographical range of Phalacrocorax carbo hanedae, Bubulcus ibis coro-
mandus, Egrettia alba, Egretta garzetta, Bgretta intermedia, Nycticorax
nycticorax, and Cyanopica cyanus japonica.0f approximately 1460 individuals
ringed, the bulk have been herons and egrets.All of the ringing has been of
nestling birds. So far there are recoveries only from local areas. A serol-
ogical record is kept on each nestling ringed to study its dispersal move-
ments, directions and its relationship,if any, to the dispersal or incidence

- of Japanese B encephalitis among human beings. The plan of this study has
been drawn by M.Elliot McClure who is in charge of it. The rings used are
those issued by the Japanese Game Management Bureau, and the Laboratory is
cooperating with it so that both organizations will benefit by the programme
of study undertaken by Americans. No report has been published as yet. The
address for correspondence is : 406th Medical General Laboratory, APO 500,

c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Californias, U.S.A.
H.E.McCLURE, San Francisco.

SPAIN. There is, at present, only one ringing station in Spain, that of
the Aranzadi Group, at San Sebastian. It is of private character depending
on a provincial Natural History Society of the same name.so8eme
living in various parts of the province ring birds on a small scale mainly
migrant passerine birds. The station itself has begun to ring gulls in some
breeding grounds of the nearby coast and pigeons (Wood and Stock Dove).
Apparently this ringing will be very successful as there are some valleys
in the Western Pyrenees where the migration of pigeons 1is very intense and
where an old custom exists of catching them with large nets.

The new Spanish Ornithological Society 1is also interested in migration
studies. Some of its members, in close collaboration with Aranzadi Group
and with its financial support, have bogun to ring the herons in the rich
heronries at Donana, Huelva. 2000 nestlings were ringed there in 1953, the
bulk being Ardeola ibis and Egretta garzetta with many Nycticorax nyctico-~
rax and Ardeola ralloides. In 1954 another 1500 herons were ringed there
A new campaign is planned  for this autumn in Spanish Morocco where Passer
hispaniolensis will be the main object of ringing. The possibility of ext-
ending the mass ringing on other Spanish species, particularly White Stork
and wild-fowl, 1is now under consideration. The recoveries of ringed birds
are published in "Munibe”, the bulletin of the Aranzadi Group.

The recording of the recoveries of ringed birds found in Spain has been
undertaken by the Ministry of Agriculture, the National Museum of Natural
History and by private people, J.Espana Cantos, P.Sala Castellarnau, the
late viscount de la Armeria, R.Saez Royuela, and others. For the last 12
years almost all the records have been collected and published in the
*"Calendario de Caza y Pesca", a monthly magazine of the National Associa-

tion of Sportsmen under the editorship of J.Espana Cantos.
F.BERNIS, Madrid

. SWEDEN. In 1954 the Zoological Department of the Nordiska Museum and
Skansen, Stockholm,under Kai Curry-Lindahl, has started the ringing of birds
using its own rings inscribed "SKANSEN STOCKHOLM". The purpose of this new
Swedish bird ringing scheue is briefly as follows.,The department will incre-
ase in the near future its research work in the field as well as in its Zoo~

7
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logical Garden, Skansen, and it is intended to ring different species of
birds., Most birds reared and kept in captivity in the Zoological Garden will
be ringed. There is a wild heronry.in the Zoo, which is the northeranmost co-
lony in Europe. As many nestlings as possible will be ringed annually, Hund-
reds of ducks visiting the Zoo ponds in winter as well as various birds nest-
ing in nest boxes in natural reserves in various parts of Sweden,and finally
the birds trapped in Swedish lLapland during the Museun's annual expeditionms,
will also be the subject of ringing. It is hoped to establish a little zoo-
logical station in the Baltic archipelago where the trapping and ringing
would be executed. The address of the Museum is : Nordiska Museet,Stockholm.
K.CURRY~LINDAHL, Stockholm.

SWEDEN . On 1st August 1954 & new Swedish Bird Observatory, Falsterbo
Fagelstation, began its scientific activity, Situated at the southwestern-
-most point of Scandinavia, Falsterbo has excellent observation conditions.
‘Between 1 to 2 million birds are passing there avery year, and the number of
migrating birds of prey is certainly the highest of any Buropean migration
point. Dr.Gustav Rudebeck began his observations at Falsterbo in 1842, and
since then there have besn almost continous observations of the autumnal
migration. In 1945 the Sveriges Ornitologiska FBrening took over observation
at Falsterbo as well as at Ottenby. In 1947 bird ringing was experimented on
a small scale, and especially the trapping of birds of prey, and in 1450 the
Scanian Committee of the Swedish Ornithological Association responsible
since 1945 for the Falsterbo investigatious, constituted a committee with
the aim of collecting money for a bird observatory at Palsterbo. About 40

000 Swedish crowns were collected, and the observatory built in 1953/54.

Falsterbo Fagelstation is now under management of the 3kanes Ornitolo-
giska F8rening, a provincial section of the Swedish Ornithological Associa-
tion, the committee consists of six persons with Prof. Bertil Hanstrdm as
Chairman and Torsten Malmberg as its Secretary. The observations and ringing
are at present financed by the Swedish State's Science Research Fund asnd
the Zoological Institute, Lund. This autumn one observator and one ringer
were engaged as from lst August to the end of October. The ringing possibi~
lities at Falsterbo are much worse than at Ottenby but there is every hope
that evenhere the trapping, especially that of birds of prey, will yield
many interesting recoveries. The big Heligoland trap is situated at Skan®r
some kilometers from the observatory, the traps for birds of prey are on
the Ljungen heath, etc. The rings used are those of the Swedish Ornitholo-
gical Association. The results of the observatory work will be published
in the "Meddelanden fran Falsterbo Fagelstation" appearing this autumn,

The buiding of the observatory consists of five, two-person, sleeping
cabins and a big room with fire-place, pantry and lavatory. In file with
this there is a long loggia behind which there is a little laboratory, ex-
hibition room, magasines, etc. On the first floor it will be possible on
certain qccassion, to accomodate about twenty guests for the night, A 25
meters high observation tower is erected nearby. T.MALMBERG, Lund.
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REPORTS

MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL BIRD-RINGING COMMITTEE
1lst June 1954

A meeting was held in the Restaurant of the Zoological Gardens, Basel,
and was attended by about two dozen members of the Congress representing
different national ringing centres. The following proposals and recommenda-
tions were considered and discussed : .

1. All ringing stations had not exchanged their rings and schedules as
had been recommended in Uppsala. Where necessary this should be done.

2. Dr.Rydzewski will place his address-list of ringing stations, which
he has brought up to date, at the disposal of the stations so that they may
communicate with each other.

3. Dr.Rydzewski proposed standardised symbols to be used for various da-
ta in publications on ringing recoveries, as well as a standard form of
presentation.It was proposed that this list of symbols should be circulated
to the various ringing stations in order that any further proposals could
be made. Later the use of the agreed list should be commended to the ring-
ing stations.

4, 1t was agreed that in future Dr.Rydzewski should be invited to the

- meetings of the Bira Ringing Committee.

5. Dr.Zink suggested that the punch card system should be used for
recovery cards by ringing stations. He referred to the communication he had
made to the Congress on this subject.

6. Dr.Gudmundsson proposed that the responsability of management should
be undertaken by one ringing station only in each country in order to sim-
plify the work.

7. In communicating reports of recoveries by one ringing station to
another the original letter with the returned ring should always be forwar-
ded to the ringing centre which issued the ring.

After the meeting a visit was made under the guidance of Dr.Rydzewski,
to the exhibition of ringing organised by him in the Zoological Gardens; a
most attractive and informative exhibition. Dr.A.SCHIFFERLI, Sempach.

BIRD RINGING EXHIBITION

At the XIth International Ornithological Congress in Basel a *History
of Bird Ringing Exhibition” at the Zoo was organised by Dr. W. Rydzewski.
It was the very first time that a special exhibition devoted specially to
the bird ringing and the bird ring itself had ever been organised., The
exhibition was divided into two sections - the first illustrating the
history of ringing and the ringing method, and second showing the rings of
the individual schemes of the world.

The chronological tables enumerated no less than 178 ringing and marking
schemes commencing with Lord William Percy, 18Yl, and Christian Mortensen,
1899, A special map illustrated the present distribution of the world's
ringing schemes. In the "Typology of the Ring" various types and varieties
of rings were shown as well as various colour rings.Another map illustrated
some selected records of distance made by ringed birds, a table showed si-

9
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ailar records of the "age" of ringed birde. Panels 1illustrating various
methods of bird marking,the work at a ringing station, posters, periodicals,
istructions, and books, completed the first division of the exhibition.

In the second division the rings of no less than 131 schemes were exhi-
bited and in practically =&ll the cases photographs of founders of the
scheaes and their head-querters were shown together with the rings. Private
and mystery rings and wing-marks were included to this division as well,-

Beautiful photographs of ringed birds made by the best bird photographers
who kindly lend them or offered to the organiser provided most spectacular
decoration of the exhibition. .It is worthwhile mentioning at this point
that with the exception of some photographs practically all the exhibits
came from the private collection of Dr.W,Rydzewski. This collection 1is
recognised as a reference one, and opinions have been expressed that every
effort should be made to fil the few existing gaps.

OBITUARY

Professor Dr. Janusz Domaniewski, founder of the Polish ringing scheme
and well known Polish ornithologist, died in Zakopane, Poland, on 20th March
1954,

Born on 30th April 1891 he was educated at the Jagellonian University in
Cracow. From the very early years of his life ornithology was the object of
his main interest, and he specialised in the subspecific systematics,working
together with Jan Sztolcman and others, Before the IInd World War he was
professor of zoology at the High School of Agriculture in Warsaw and from
1945 at M,Curie University. at Lublin.

Domaniewskl was not only a keen ornithologist but also an excellent orga-
niser in various fields., As a great lover 6f hunting he devoted much of his
efforts to the organisation of Polish hunting and was one of the creators of
Polish hunting law. He was also one of the pioneers of the movement of the
protection of nature in Poland, Owing to his efforts the game in Tatra was
saved and preserved after the Ist World War., Later he became one of the
creators of the Tatra National Park, In 1931, as Curator, and later as Di-
rector of the Zoological Museum in Warsaw, he founded the Polish Station for
Investigation of Bird Migrations thus starting the bird ringing in Poland.

He Was a honorary, corresponding, or ordinary member of many Polish and
foreign scientific societies. The list of his books, papers, and other pub-
lications is very long; too long to be gquoted here.

Dr.W.RYDZEWSKI, London.

RECOVERIES

Recoveries of ringed birds of utmost interest only will be included in
this column. The readers are requested to send information which could be
published under this heading. The signs used have already been explained in
the article "The Publishing of the Recovery Reports",

10



THE RING 26, 2 (2004) 15

Puffinus gravis - Greater Shearwater

TDC Z0OL.MUSEWM OSLO NORWAY 1288,
o ad 10.2.38.Nightingale Island : 37°248; 12°27W, Tristan da Cunha.
/=/ 4.8.38.Lille Hellefiskebank : 65°00N; 53°40 W, Greenland.

0-5-25
Macronectes giganteus - Giant Petrel

P.I.D.S.COLONIAL OFFICE LONDON 63526, )
o pull 0.5.51.8igny Island : 60°48S; 45°45W, South Orneys.

x 14.9.51.Dargaville : 35°56S; 173°52E (Auckland),New Zealand.
: 0-3=2?

DOMINION MUSEUM NEW ZBEALAND 16693,

o pull 6.3.51.Heard Island : 53°01lS; 72°31E.

/=/ 0.1.52.80uth of Valparaiso : 33°025; 71°40W, Chile. 05
-y

Sterna hirundo - Common Tern

WITHERBY HIGH HOLBORN LONDON J 2925.

o pull 29.6,29.Walney Island : 54°05N; 3°15W (Lancashire), England.

x {decapitated in nest) 13.6.54.Havenglass : 54°21N; 3°21 W (Cumberland),
England. 32 kms NNW. 24-11-15

RECORDS OF LONGEVITY

The 1list below is certainly not complete. It will be continued, and
readers are requested to send information on cases which could be thus
included.Birds of over 10 years of age anly will be taken into considerati-

on.

Larus argentatus pull 17.6.,21 26.12.48 27 - 6 - 9 Leiden 21132
Haematopus ostralegus pull 12.6.26 Summ. 53 27 -« 1 - Helgoland
Sterna macrura juv  13.7.20 14, 7.47 27 - O - 1 Helgoland 19413
Sterna hirundo pull 29.6.29 13. 6.54 24 =11 -15 London J 2925
Buteo buteo Juv 1.6.27 21. 3.51 23 = 9 -20 Helgoland 30760

Hydroprogne caspia pull 8.7.27 19. Y.49 22 - 2 =11 Washington565631
Sterna sandvicensis Juv 17.6.12 8. 6.33 20 =11 =22 Leiden 4743

Pandion haliadtus pull 19.6.14 1ly. 6.14 20 -~11 -12 A.B.B.A.26584
Larus glaucescens Juv 2.8.29 7. 4.50 20 - 8 = 5 Washington2y966Y
Larus ridibundus pull 13,6.10 5.30 19 =11 - London 30870
Cygnus olor juv  Spr. 26 2,10.45 19 = 5 - Sempach Y4460
Ciconia ciconia pull 2.7.14 14, 4.33 18 - Y =12 Budapest 6436
Ardea cinerea Juv 6.5.34 26,1052 18 = 5 =20 London 112027
Sturnus vulgaris ad 27.3.31 7.49 18 = 3 - Leiden 92565
Phalacrocorax carbo juv  14.6.19 28. 8.37 18 - 2 -14 London 101819
Milvus milvus juv  17.6.33 6.10.50 17 - 3 =20 Helgoland307075
Circagdtus gallicus Juv 6.35 1Y.10.52 17 - 3 - Rossitten B55842
Chlidonias niger ad 13.6.14 18, 8,31 17 - 2 - 5 Budapest 7204
Sula bassana 31.7.22 14, 4.39 16 - 8 -14 Washington20725
Circus aeruginosus pull 4.7.34 2,51 16 - 6 - Leiden 71570

11
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Hydranassa tricolor pull 13.8.20 1.37 16 = 5 - A.B.B.A.37537
Ardea purpurea pull 16.6.33 30. Y.49 16 ~ 3 -14 Leiden 119618
Vanellus vanellus Juv  11.6.27 25. 9.43 16 - 3 -14 Leiden 47420
Limosa limosa ad 9.5.13 1l. 3.29 15 =10 - 2 Budapest 2528
Rissa tridactyla Jur 8,26 18. 6.42 15 =10 =~ Copenhagen AO12
Larus marinus Juv 21.6.29 20. 3.45 15 - 8 =27 GBteborg E 1669
Pernis apivorus juv 6,08 2.11.23 15 - 4 Rossitten 1286

RECENT LITERATURE

SPECIAL PERIODICALS

BIRD BANDING, vol.25, No.l. - R.B.Stewart : Migratory Movements of the
Northern Clapper Rail (1-5,2 maps). P.A.Stewart : Combination Substratum and
Automatic Trap for Nesting Mourning Doves (6-8,1 fig.). F.C.Grimm : Recove=-
ries of Evening Grosbeasks Banded at Carlisle during the 1951-52 Invasion
(9-11). C.H.Blake : Leg sizes and bend sizes; First Report (11-16,1 fig.)
C.H.Blake : Leg color of Blackpoll and Bay-breasted Warblers (16). W.P.Whar~-
ton : Six-years-old Tree Swallow (16). Recent Literature. Notes and News.

vol.25, No.2. - R.A.Paynter,Jr. : Interrelations between
clutch~size, brood-size, prefledgling survival, and weight in Kent Island
Tree Swallows (35-58). K.A.Bergstrom : More leg sizes (58-59). C.H.Blake @
Death of a Bluebird (54). J.T.Nichols : On White-throated Sparrow plumage
(60). R.W.Dexter : The 1953 returns of Chimney Swifts at Kent, Ohio {60-61)
H.Brackbill : Red-eye Vireo throws banded young out of the nest (61).Recent
Literature. Notes and News,

vol.25, No.3. = M.S.Shaud : Summer appearances of adult

and juvenal Evening Grosbeaks (87-95,1 map). S.F.Hoyt : Notes on behaviour
and moult of & captive Lvening Grosbeak (95-96)., C.H.Blake : Notes ou the
wing length of the Eastern Purple Finch (Carpodacus p.purpureus) (97-101)
ReA.Paynter,Jr. : Interrelations between clutch-size, brood-size, prefledg-
ling survival, and weight “in Kent Island Tree Swallows (102-110). G.& M.A.
G111l : Some banding notes on Purple Grackles (110-111).R.W.Dexter : An over-
looked record of parasitism of the English Sparrow, Passer domesticus,by the
Cowbird, Molothrus ater (112). J.R.Nolan : Bluebirds lured to ground trap
(112). Dr.P.Crenshaw : Red-cockaded Woodpecker banded in Rome, Ga. (112)
W.Davidson : A Turustone coincidence; Shrimps as bait (112-113). Recent Lite
rature. Notes and News.,

DIE VOGELWARTE, Band 17, Heft.l. - B.Schilz & H.Lbhrl : Mehr Strenge ge-
genUber dem Stoff - gerade in der Ornithologlie ! (1-6). W.Jungfer : Ueber
Paartreue, Nistplatztreue wud Alter der Austernfischer (Haematopus.o.ostra-
legus) auf Mellum (6-15,1 fig). W.Eichner : Formationsflugregeln auch beim
Flug der Haustaube (15-18,2 figs). G.Haas : Ergebnisse der Beringung von
Rohrweihen (Circus a.aeruginosus) (18-29,4 maps,l fig). W.von Westernhagen:
Planbeobachtungen des Vogelzuges im Raum der westlichen Ostsee im Herbst:
1952 (29-38,4 maps). H.J.Heinz : Weitere Vegelblutfliegen (Gattung Proto-
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caliphora, Dipt.) 1in Deutschland und Qesterreich (39-42,3 figs). A.Stoll-
mann : Der Bestand des Weissen Storches im Donaugebiet zwischen Bratislava
(Pressburg) und Sturovo (Gran) 1953 (43). B.Linzen ; Austernfischer, Haema-
topus o.ostralegus, 27 Jahre alt ! (43). E.Schuz : Invasionen 1952 (43-44).
G.Boddenstein : Sommerbeobachtungen von Larus argentatus antelius und Larus
hyperboreus in der sidlichen Ostsee (44-45). Schriftenschau, Nachrichten,

REPORTS
FRANCE
1. BRISSARD,H. - Bulletin Annuel du Groupement des Chasseurs de Migrateurs
de Vendée. Année 1Y53-1954. (Lugon, 1454), 20pp.

GERMANY
for the Helgoland Ringfundmitteilungen see : 37=24Y; 30=250; 42«251.
for the Radolfzell Ringfundmitteilungen see : 40=29l; 30=242.

GREAT BRITAIN

2. (Barclay-Smith,P.) -~ Ringing of Wild Duck. The International Committee
for Bird Preservation. British Section. Annual Report for 1953. (Lon-
don, 1954), pp.13=-22, 1 map, 2 figs.

HOLLAND

3. Junge,G.C.A.& Taapken,J. - Resultaten van het ringonderzoek betreffende
de vogeltrek, ingesteld door het Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie
te Leiden, XXXIX, (1952), 1. Limosa 26 (3/4), 14953 (verschenen Mart
1454), pp.80=-100,

HUNGARY
4. Keve,A., - A Magyar Madartani Intézet 1933-1950. evi MadarjelBlései. XV.
Jelentés. XV.Report on the Bird-Banding in Hungary.Aquila 55/58,1954,
Pp.8Y~107.

NEW ZEALAND
5. Bull,P.C. - Ringing Operations.Summary for the year ended March 31,1954,
Notornis 6 (1), 1454, pp.l4-18.

NORWAY
6. Olstad,0. - Ringmerking av forskjellige fuglearter. Ringmerkingsresulta-
ter V1I, Statens Viltunderspkelser., (Oslo), 1Y54, 38pp.

SOUTH AFRICA
7. Ashton,E.H. - Third Progress Report : Bird Ringing 195i-19Y52.The Ostrich
25 (1), 1954, pp.2-12.

SPAIN
8, Edit. - Informacion de Aves Anilladas ~ 10a Lista. Munibe 6 (1), 1954,
PpP.60=-61, .
SWEDEN

9. Jenning,W. - Verksamheten vid Ottenby fagelstation 1953. (Meddelande nr
17 fran Ottenby fagelstation). /Summary : The activities of the orni-
thological station at Ottenby in 1453. (Ottenby Bird Station Report
No.17)/. Var Fagelvhrld 13 (2), 1Y54, pp.53-76, 2 maps, 3 photos.
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10.HVglund,N, - Svenska J¥garefBrbundets Viltmérkningar 1953. Redogbrelse

11.

12.

1}0

14.

15.

l6.

17'

18.

19,

ar 7. (Stockholm, 1954), 26pp.

RECOVERIES OF FOREIGN BIRDS

FRANCE

Edit. - Oiseaux Bagués. Le Chasseur Frangais No.683 (Janvier 1954)p.l4;
No.684 (Février 1954)p.78; N0.686 (Avril 1954)p.206; No.687(Mai 1954)
P.270; No.688 (Juin 1954)p.334; No.689 (Juillet 1954)p.398; No.690
(Aot 1954)p.462; No.6Yl (Septembre 1954)p.526.

Edit. - Reprises d'Oiseaux Bagués. Revue National de la Chasse et La
Sauvagine No.77/81(Janvier 1954)p.1685; No.78/82(Février 1954)p.1705
N0.79/83 (Mars 1954)p.1734; No.81/85 (Mai 1954)p.1787; No.82/86 (Juin
1954)p.1827; No.83/87 (Juillet 1954)p.1861; No.85/89 (Septembre 1954)
p.1924,

see also No.l.

HOLLAND
Ten Kate,C.G.B.& Taaspken,J. -~ Terugvondsten van in het buitenland gerin

gde vogels, 26. Limosa 26 (3/4), 1953 (verschenen Maart 1954), pp.123
124,

HUNGARY
see No.4.

ITALY
Moltoni,E. - Alcune notizie su ucelli-inanellati all'estero e ripresi
in Italia. Rivista Ital.Ornit. 24 (1}, 1954, pp.1-23.

SPAIN

Espana Cantos,J. - Aves Anilladas. Caza y Peaca No.133 (Enero 1954)
P«30-31; No.134 (Febrero 1Y54)p.94; Wo.135 (Marzo 1954)p.161; No.136
{Abril 1954)p.225; No.139 (Julio 1954)p.416.

see also No.8,

SOUTH AFRICA

Edit. - European Stork (Ciconia ciconia). Common Tern (Sterna hirundo)
The Ostrich 25 (1), 1954, p.43.

Skead,C.J. - Recoveries of ringed Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis)
and ? Buropean Stork. The Ostrich 25 (2), 1954, p.10l.

VARIOUS RECOVERIES

Angot,M. - Notes sur quelques oiseaux de l'archipel de Kerguelen.Oiseau
24 (2) 1954, pp.123-127, 1 wap, 1 phot.

Burckhardt,D. - Marokko-Pund eines Alpenstrandlaifers. Ornit.Beobachter
51 (1/2) 1954, p.26.

14
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20, Burckhardt,D.- Zwel interessante Pirol-Funde aus Oberitalien, Ornit.
Beobachter 51 (1/2) 1954, pp.26-27.

2 R - RUckmeldung einer Flusseschwalbe. Ornit.Beobachter 51
(1/2) 1954, p.27.

22, Crenshaw,F. - Red-cockaded Woodpecker banded in Rome, Ga. Bird Banding
25 (3) 1954, P.ll2.

23. Dawson,E.W. - The breeding age of the Black-billed Gull : Results of
ringing. Notornis 5 (7) 1954, p.209.

24. Dexter,R.W. ~ The 1953 returns of Chimney Swifts at Kent, Ohio. Bird
Banding 25 (2) 1954, pp.60-61.

25. Grimm,F.C. - Recoveries of Evening Grosbeaks banded at Carlisle during
the 1Y51~52 invasion. Bird Banding 25 {1) 1954, pp.9-1l.

26. Pedersen,E.T. - Nogle ringmaerkninger af vestjyske fugle. /English sum-
mary : Recoveries of some birds ringed in W.Jutland/.Dansk.Orn.Foren.
Tidsskr. 48 (3) 1454, pp.173-183.

27. Sorensen,J.H. - Royal Albatross A 99 (Diomedea epomophora epomophora).
Notornis 6 (1) 1954, pp.25-27.

28, Watson,J.S. - Recovery of ringed Harriers. Notornis 6 (1) 1954,pp.6-10
2 maps.

ANALYTICAL STUDIES

30. Haas,G, - Ergebnisse der Beringung von Rohrweihen (Circus a.aerugino-
sus). Die Vogelwarte 17 (1) 1954, pp.18-29, 4 maps, 1 fig.

31. Hoffmann,L. - Premiers résultats de 1'étude des migrations des Flamanis
de Camargue. Alauda 22 (1) 1954, pp.40-43.

32. Mayaud,N. - Le Martinet a ventre blanc Apus melba en Savoie et dans les
Pyrénées. Ses migratiors. Alauda 22 (1) 1954, pp.63-64,

33. Salomonsen,F, - The migration of the European Redshanks (Tringa totanus
{L.)). Dansk Orn.Foren.Tidsskr. 48 (2) 1454, pp.94-122, 3 maps.

34, Stewart,R.E. - Migratory movements of the Northern Clapper Rail., Bird
Banding 25 (1) 1454, pp.l-5, 2 maps.

BIOLOGY, BEHAVIOUR, ETC.

35« Geissblihler,W. - Beitrag zur Bilologie des Zilpzalps, Phylloscopus col-
lybita. Ornit?Beobachter 51 (3) 1954, pp.71-99, T diagr.

36. Gibb,J. - Population changes of Titmice,1947-1951.Bird Study 1 (2) 1954
pp.40-48, '

37. Jungfer,W. - Ueber Paartreue, Nistplatztreue und Alter der Austernfi-
scher (Haematopus o.ostralegus) auf Mellum.Die Vogelwarte 17 (1) 1954
pPp.6-15, 1 fig.

38, Paynter,R.A.Jr. - Interrelations between clutch-size,brood-size,prefled
gling survival, and seight in Kent Island Tree Swallows. Bird Banding
25 (2) 1954, PP.35-58; (3) pp.102-110,

39, Schaub,M,S. - Summer appearances of adult and juvenal Lvening Grosbeaks.
Bird Banding 25 (3) 1954, pp.87-95, 1 map.

40. Schmidt,K.& Hautge,E. - Studien an einer farbig beringten Population
des Braunkehlchens (Saxicola rubetra). Journ.f.Ornit. 95 (1/2) 1954
pPpP.130-173, 5 figs.

15



20

THE RING 26, 2 (2004)

41,
42,

43.

44,
45.

‘6.
47.
48,

49.

50,
51.
52.

LONGEVITY, ORIENTATION, HOMING

Kramer,G.& von Saint-Paul,U. - Das Heimkehrvermgen gekiafigter Brief-
tauben. Ornit.Beobachter 51 (1/2) 1954, pp.4~12, 2 maps, 2 figs.

Linzen,B. - Austernfischer, Haematopus o.ostralegus, 27 Jahre alt ! Die
Vogelwarte 17 (1) 1454, p.43.

Wharton,W,P. - Six-years-old Tree Swallow.Bird Banding 25 (1) 1954,p.16.

TRCHNIQUE

Bergstrom,E.A. - More leg sizes., Bird Banding 25 (2) 1954, pp.58-59.

Blake,C.E. - Leg sizes and band sizes;Pirat report. Bird Banding 25 (1)
1954, pp.ll-16, 1 fig. .

Davidson,W. - A Turnstone coincidence; Shrimps as bait. Bird Banding 25
(3) 1954, pp.112-113.

Nolan,J.R. - Bluebirds lured to ground trap. Bird Banding 25 (3) 1954,
p.112.

Poulding,R.H. - Loss of rings by marked Herring Gulls, Bird Study 1 (2)
1954, pp.37-40.

Stewart,P.A. - Combination substratum and automatic trap for nesting
Mourning Doves. Bird Banding 25 (1) 1954, pp.6~8, 1 fig.

HISTORY, MYSTERY RINGS

Hpgsbro,0. - En ringmaerkning i midden af 1800-tallet. Dansk Orn.Foren.
Tidsskr. 48 (1) 1954, p.S5l.

Rydzewski,W. - Mystery of a marked bird solved after 45 years. British
Birds 47 (3) 1954, p.96.

Zimmermann,D. - 30 Jahre Schweizerische Vogelwarte Sempach, Ornit.Beo-
bachter 51 (1/2) 1454, pp.l-4.

MYSTERY R‘NGS Request for information,

1.

2,

Found in December 1950 at Sankt Valentin, NiederBsterreich on Phasianus
colchicus, Complete, aluminium ring, inscriptions in relief, diameter -
15 mm, width - 9 mm., Communicated by Dr.G.Rokitansky, Wien.

53 Y 1149

Found on 3.10.14%52 at Sandringham near Melbourne, Victoria, Australia,
on "web-footed bird" (Gannet or Cormorant ?). Complete, oval, aluminium
ring with a hole. Long diameter 19 mm, short diameter 16 mm, width 8 mm,
Communicated by W.B.Hitchcock, Melbourne,

BWA [1952]~4|036

ALOP
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THE RING
vol, IX No. 102-103 1980

OBITUARY
PROF,DR,WEADYSEAW RYDZEWSKI (1911-1980)

The founder and editor of "The Ring", Prof. Dr, VWiadysiaw Ry=-
dzewski, died on 28th August 1980 in Wroczaw, after several months
of illness. Polish science lost an outstandingly active zoologist,
museologist, editor, administrator, and a person very actively en-
gaged in nature protection work,

The readers of this bulletin are well aware what an energetic
and enthusiastic man he was., His contribution to the organisation
of international cooperation in +the field of bird migration
studies and bird ringing is unforgettable, However, I am not the
most competent person ‘1o make such evaluations, I hope that they
will appear on the pages of "The Ring" written by some of the more
competent foreign friends or colleagues of the late Dr, Rydzewski,
My intention is %o present to the readers a profile of our Pro-
fessor, as he was seen by his pupils and co-workers, To us, he was
not only editor of "The Ring", "Acta Ornithologica", or very re-
cently, of "Natural History Museums Newsletter", He was, first of
all, a very dynamic chief of the Laboratory of Ornithology and
later the director of Zoological Museum of WrocZaw University,
which was then transformed into the Museum of Natural History of
Wroctaw University, the largest one in Poland.

Wradystaw Rydzewski was born in Cracow on 9th July 1911, the
son of a geology professor, He attended schools in Warsaw and it
was there that he finished his studies in the Paculty of Natural
Sciences in 1933, From 1936 till the outbreak of the World War II
he was head of the first Polish Station for Bird Migration Studies,
The period of the Second World War in W, Rydzewski's life exemp~
lifies the fate of many Poles. In September 1939, as an officer of
the Polish Army, he actively resisted the German invasion of
Poland, and was severely injured by a bomb., After recovering,assum-
ing a false name, he returned to Warsaw, occupied by Nazis, and
Jjoined the underground resistance movemeént. As a lieutenant of the
underground Home Army, using pseudonyms "Bogdan" or "Niemen", in
August 1944 he took part in the Warsaw Insurrection against the
Nazi occupation, While defending bravely a barricade against an
attacking tank he was seriously wounded for the second time.Later,
for this heroic deed, he was given +the highest ©Polish military

. Gistinction - the medal of Virtuti Militari, After the collapse of
the Insurrection he was taken prisoner into the camp of Lamsdorf,
later to the Murnau in South Germany. After release he emigrated
to Italy, Egypt and Lebanon, although he was very weak and ill.
Later he resettled with his mnewly established family in Great
Britain and stayed there for 15 years. In England W, Rydzewski
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worked in several factories, at the same time continuing his orni-
thological studies, Thanks to the grant (years 1951-52 obtained
from the Imperial College of Science and Technology, London Uni~
versity, he was able to prepare the dissertation on nomadic move=-
ments of Grey Herons. In 1954 he obtained ' his Ph,D,Degree from
London University and was made a member of the College of Science
and Technology. Five years later he presented his habilitation
dissertation to the Polish University Abroad in London.

The year 1960 opened a new period in his 1ife when he decided
to return to Poland. Dr, Rydzewski was appointed the professor of
zoology at Wroczaw University, Very guickly he organiged the Labo-
ratory of Ornithology, and since 1963 became also the manager of
Zoological Museum of the Univergity. The Laboratory of Ornithology
ceagsed to exist formally in 1969, +though our group of ornithol-~
ogists found convenient conditions for further work in the Museunm.
Only recently (1975) was the independent Department of Avian Biol=-
ggydcreated, with Dr, Andrzej Dyrcz, Assistant Professor, as its

ead,

During his last years Prof, Rydzewski was more and more in=-
volved in museology. Till his death he was the director of our
Museum and in 1978 even started to edit the international informa-
tion bulletin "The Natural History Museums Newsletter",

From his early years Dr, Rydzewski was deeply devoted to
ornithology, and to bird migration studies in particular., He was
not so much the self-oriented scientist of old days,but rather the
organiser, the manager and the editor. Dr, Rydzewski was one of
those who shaped the international co-operation in bird ringing.
The beginning - of this activity can be traced back to the early
1950's, Here we should mention his paper "A Historical Review of
Bird Marking" published in Dansk Ornit., Forenings Tidsskrift
(1951), as well as the never published comprehensive manuscript
"50 Years of Bird Ringing - History and Progress" prepared in 1953,
Following the line of discussions at the ornithological congress:
in Basel (1954) Dr. Rydzewski decided to create "The Ring" as a
bulletin devoted to bird ringing problems.

I met Prof. Rydzewski for the first time in Wrockaw in 1960,
in my student years, He impressed me greatly with his energy, en-
thusiasm,and his tendency to look at problems from a wide perspec-
tive., He always considered science to be a world-wide human acti-
vity embracing all political divisions. His other very conspicuous
trait was the inclination to co~ordinative type of work; he had an
inborn ability to organise, co-operate or stimulate the work of
other people., His energetic behaviour influenced greatly the sur-
rounding personnel. His ability to see very complicated or exten-
sive affeirs or matters with a special kind of penetrating clarity
was always astonishing. He was very sensitive to any lack of clare
ity in statements and always pressed the -interlocutor to use more
communicative language., One of his weaknesses emerged from this
very source: he underestimated ecological studies, being disgusted
by the dull and over-sophisticated jargon frequently met in eco-
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logical papers., Thus, he tended to "throw-out the ecological baby
with the bath-water",His traits in writing were always: shortness,
clarity and straightforwardness, which differed so much from the
Polish tendency to somewhat decorative language.

Apart from many other kinds of activity, Dr. Rydzewski was
very active in the field of nature and bird protection. For a long
time he was the head of Polish Section of International Council
for Bird Preservation, a member of the State Council for Nature
Protection, +the chairman of the Provincial Nature Protection Com—
mittee in Wroctaw, as well as a member of the Council of the Kar-
konosze National Park., He prepared several useful expert reports
evaluating the state of affairs in the whole country. These were,
for example, the critical evaluation of the projected new Hunting
Law in Polend (prepared in 1971), the organisation of nature pro-
tection and envirommental protection activities (in 1971), and the
report on modernisation of the net of nature reserves for the
preservation of the animal life in Poland (1972). Similarly,he was
the author of a report dealing with the state of natural history
museums in our country (1975).

The true hobby of Dr., Rydzewski, +totally occupying his mind
in his leisure hours, was his bent for collecting things., He was a
collector of stamps, bird rings, bird postcards, and most of all -
books. His bibliophile taste was excellently developed and demand-
ed much of his effort to satisfy it. As a result of his "bookish"
hobby he managed to create in Wroctaw the best ornithological 1li-
brary in Poland, which has already served two generations of our
ornithologists and bird-watchers,For most of us this library alone
has opened the doors to the world and contributed much to the de-
velgpment of one of the most outstanding Polish ornithological
centres,

At the end of my impressions I should stress that Prof. Ry-
dzewski's personality was & many-sided one.Any limiting of my out-
line only to his scientific, organisational and editorial capac~-
ities would over-simplify the true picture, He was not only a very
hard-working man devoted to scientific and related activities, but
he was also a great Polish patriot. Several times, during the war
-time and later, he risked his life or position while fighting for
justice and freedom. During twenty years at Wrocaw University
he gained preeminence as an independent, courageous, strong=willed
man, He had both friends and enemies; nobody could live beside of
him without developing one of these contrasting types of attitude
to him, Even his former enemies admit, however, that their dis-
agreements emerged mainly from differences in the temperament, and
appreciate him highly for his uprightness,

His whole life teaches us, his followers, how to be faithful
to ourselves and to the eternal symbols of humanism,VWe will always
remember him as a man with powerful semse of personal freedom, and
as one wholly devoted to his work.

Ludwik TomiaXojé
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