
50 YEARS OF THE RING
HALF A CENTURY OF SERVICE TO THE BIRD RINGING

FIFTY years ago... on 1 October 1954, in Croydon (England) � there was published a first
number of an ornithological bulletin named THE RING. The Father of it, its Editor, its Typ-
ist, its Publisher and Distributer was one man only � Dr W³adys³aw Rydzewski (p. 22) � the
Polish refugee living in England and being, despite his Ph.D. in biology, a simple worker in
a factory (for more about him � see pp. 25-27). The basic idea of the bulletin was simple and,
for us now, one can said � trivial: �It is quite obvious that the exchange of ideas, experiences and
information between individual ringing centres is an essential factor in their work...� (from Intro-
duction to the first number of THE RING), but it was a novelty fifty years ago. THE RING
was intended to be a medium for such contacts � and it really was. The first issue of the bul-
letin is reprinted here on pages 3-18. It is presented here because its contents shows clearly
how revolutionary ideas it brought to the bird ringing worldwide. An article by W. Rydzewski
�The publishing of the recovery reports� (see pp. 6-8) was the first proposal of standardisation
of the ringing data publishing in reports of the ringing centres. The system was then widely
applied in most of official reports as well as in publication of ringing data in many analytical
papers. It was a precursor of future standardisation and bird ringing data coding systems �
Perdeck�s �EURING code� (1966), �New-EURING code� (1979) and �The EURING
exchange-code 2000�. Similarly, �The problem of co-ordinates� (see pp. 8-10) seems funny to
us now, but nobody knows better than me � after an analysis of more than 5000 recoveries of
European Corvids in my Ph.D. � how terrible work with recoveries was when NO co-
ordinates were given in published recovery data. A report by A. Schifferli �Meeting of the In-
ternational Bird-Ringing Committee� (p. 13) stresses how much the first editor of THE RING
was appreciated within the bird-ringing people. Beside other information from the field of
the bird ringing the Records of longevity chapter (p. 15) was continued for many years and
very frequently cited in papers and Recent literature was the basic information on what was
going on in the topic.

In 1961 Dr Rydzewski came back to Poland and THE RING became the bulletin of the
Polish Zoological Society (p. 21). During the next twenty years THE RING was continued
still as a �one-man journal� following the same image and the same scope of interest � there
were continued chapters How they work, Notes and news, Longevity records, Mystery rings and
Recent literature. In THE RING �s library there was collected a unique set of ALL ringing re-
ports published elsewhere in the World. But it was not enough for the Editor. He tried new
initiatives: THE RING B � purely information service (p. 22), which ceased after three is-
sues, and Index Ornithologorum � something like Who�s Who in the ornithological commu-
nity (p. 23).

In 1980 Prof. Dr W³adys³aw Rydzewski passed away � the �Obituary� by Dr Ludwik To-
mia³ojæ was published in number 102-103 of the bulletin (see pp. 25-27). The Editor has left
us but there were followers who continued the work (p. 28): in years 1980-1987 the Editorial
Board consisted of Dr Przemys³aw Busse, Dr Ludwik Tomia³ojæ and Dr Andrzej Dyrcz and
later, in 1988-1989 � Dr Ludwik Tomia³ojæ, Dr Przemys³aw Busse and Dr Tadeusz Stawar-
czyk. Despite the changes of editors we continued the style of our Teacher although the sub-
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title Ringing, Migration, Monitoring. Methods and Information was added (p. 29, see also con-
tents of the first and the last issues edited like that � pp. 30-31) and we reached issue num-
ber 139.

The year 1989 was not only the year of enormous political changes in Poland but the year
of a fundamental decision about the shape and contents of THE RING � it was decided to
transform THE RING � the quarterly information bulletin into THE RING � the bi-annual
scientific journal and to pass editorial responsibility to, once more, one hands � my hands
(see pp. 32-33). Some basics of the new concept are listed in the Editorial to volume 13 (num-
bering of issues was changed in 1990 � previously continuously numbered issues were arbi-
trary grouped into 12 volumes):

�THE RING began with the implicit sub-title �Ringing � methods and information�. It was
successful because it catered for the great need to discuss this subject felt at that time. During the
first years of THE RING's life heated discussions were frequent. They led ultimately to the crea-
tion of EURING. They perfected the working methods of ringing centres and ringing activities all
over the World. Later, debates became less frequent and more moderate in tone. When adminis-
trative methodology had become a less fertile field for debate, THE RING concentrated on infor-
mation.

... Now, THE RING intends to be in the service of �Ringing, migration and monitoring� as
a journal where original papers, the basic products of scientific activity, can be published quickly
and to a high editorial standard.

... Both main types of papers of interest to us - original papers and discussions/review articles -
are frequently presented as lectures at international meetings and conferences. These are pub-
lished in the proceedings edited in different countries as special booklets or as supplementary is-
sues of various magazines, and are frequently inaccessible to many who did not participate in the
meeting. A speciality of the new THE RING will therefore be the publication of the proceedings of
meetings and conferences dealing with the problems falling within the journal's range of interest.
If this idea is accepted all our readers will have easy access to subsequent proceedings from serial
conferences � always in the same format and always in the same journal.�

During 15 years of step by step development and implementation of the above listed
ideas, despite the publication of eleven proceedings from different events, the last desire was
not fully realised � local ambitions of many of organisers of meetings are still stronger than
explicitly seen advantages of publishing the proceedings in one journal. But hopefully, in the
future... So, note that THE RING is still open to your proceedings.

In 2003 THE RING became the journal published by The Polish Zoological Society and
the University of Gdañsk (see p. 34). It is the journal of preference of the SE European Bird
Migration Network (SEEN).

And now, we are after long 50 years of the editorial history of THE RING � so, next 50
years ahead! I hope for further interest and support of You � the Readers, by supplying THE
RING with your papers.

Przemys³aw Busse
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International Ornithological Journal THE RING
�THE RING is an international journal dealing with problems of bird ringing, mi-
gration and monitoring bird numbers. The main fields of interest are original pa-
pers, review articles and methodical discussions. Information, progress reports, per-
sonal comments and short notes or news are also accepted to the informative col-
umns of the journal. Although papers are refereed, conclusions, opinions and dis-
cussion are published on the authors' responsibility. INNOVATIVE AND EVEN
CONTROVERSIAL IDEAS ARE APPRECIATED.�

32 THE RING 26, 2 (2004)



THE RING 26, 2 (2004) 33



34 THE RING 26, 2 (2004)
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