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In Memoriam

G

RIHARDS KONDRATOVICS (1932-2017),
LATVIAN RHODODENDRON BREEDER

Rihards Kondratoviés, full member of the Latvian Academy
of Sciences since 1992 (corresponding member from 1989),
a famous Latvian rhododendron breeder, passed away on 17
February 2017, at the age of 84.

Rihards Kondratovi¢s was born on 12 May 1932 in a family
of five children. His childhood was that of the real rural
child — his father was a forester, while his mother managed
the household, taking care of children and the farm. The
children had to help with the daily work — weed the gar-
den, provide firewood to cook food for livestock, to feed
them. Apparently the bitterness of childhood’s daily work
was the reason for his later hard-working life, without spar-
ing himself, with productive work.

Rihards Kondratovics launched his education in 1939 in a
small country school — Kalgji primary school, where he
finished six classes. Due to the war events, the whole family
was forced to move to Kurzeme, because his father was ap-
pointed to the Andumi Forest Management Unit of Kandava
District. Rihards continued education in Talsi Secondary
school. Later in life when evaluating his high school years,
he admits that it was at that time he gained interest in natu-
ral processes, based on nature education taught by an excel-
lent teacher and naturalist V. Dreimanis, under whose lead-
ership experimental fields were planted with crop
collections and plant crossings were made to develop new
crop varieties. The knowledge and skills obtained after high
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school graduation allowed Rihards Kondratovi¢s to choose
studies at the Faculty of Biology, Latvian State University,
where he studied from 1950 to 1955, obtaining the qualifi-
cation of a biologist — plant physiologist, biology and
chemistry teacher.

Only two months after the graduation, he began work as a
laboratory assistant at the Department of Human and Ani-
mal Physiology, Faculty of Biology. Subsequently, the
young specialist was appointed by the Latvian State Univer-
sity (LSU) rector’s order as director of the Botanical Gar-
den, LSU. The Botanical Garden was his first serious work-
place and career challenge, but it is more important that
during this time Rihards Kondratovics focused on a new or-
namental woody plant culture — rhododendron research. It
is possible that the successful start of rhododendron re-
search in Latvia at that time was based on a timely issue of
plant introduction and acclimatisation, which has since not
lost its relevance.

In fact, the beginning of research on the genus Rhododen-
dron in Latvia should be considered the year 1957, when
Rihards Kondratovics launched rhododendron introduction
work at the Botanical Garden, LSU, initially in a short time
by assessing suitability of about 400 wild rhododendron
species for growth in Latvian climate conditions. This work
resulted in the selection of 100 species suitable for growth
in Latvia. The most important results of the first seven years
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of work were presented in the Candidate of Science thesis
“Rhododendron introduction in the Latvian SSR”, which in
1964 was successfully defended by Rihards KondratoviCs at
the Scientific Council meeting of the Faculty of Biology,
LSU, leading to the scientific degree of the Candidate of
Biological Sciences. The research results were the basis for
further work on breeding of new ornamental and hardy rho-
dodendron cultivars suitable for growing in the climatic
conditions of Latvia. In addition to outdoor rhododendron
breeding work, Professor Rihards Kondratovics also per-
formed the collection and breeding of Rhododendron simsii
(greenhouse azalea), thus leading to the present collection
of the Botanical Garden, University of Latvia, which in-
cludes 126 varieties of azaleas, including 26 bred in Latvia.

In 1965, after ten years spent in the Botanical Garden of the
University of Latvia, Rihards Kondratovi¢s was appointed
the Dean of the Faculty of Biology, which was a new chal-
lenge for administrative work. This year was very difficult
for the Faculty of Biology, because during the overhaul of
the building in Fri¢a Gaila Street 10, fifty wood-burning
brick stoves were demolished so that a central heating sys-
tem could be installed, without interrupting the study pro-
cess. The job of dean, working together with a collective of
peers and former fellow students, as well as academic work
with teaching students, gave him great satisfaction. How-
ever, the large administrative burden was not an obstacle to
continuing study of Rhododendron, which had already en-
tered a new level — breeding. Rihards Kondratoviés was
the leader of study courses in Plant Anatomy, Plant Intro-
duction and Breeding, and Plant Resistance Physiology
Based on Immunity. The present rector of the University of
Latvia, Professor Indrikis MuiZnieks, still remembers his
first laboratory work, on the onion cell, in Plant Anatomy
led by Rihards Kondratovics in 1971. Later he formed the
laboratory of Plant Physiology, where along with colleagues
performed anatomical, morphological and biochemical
studies of Rhododendron.

The complex studies on Rhododendron in Latvia were sum-
marised in the monograph Rhododendrons in Latvian SSR.
Biological Basis of the Culture, which was defended in
1983 in the Main Botanical Garden of the Academy of Sci-
ences, USSR, as a dissertation for obtaining the Degree of
the Doctor of Biological Sciences. Two years later, he was
elected as Professor of the Latvian State University.

It should be noted, in the 1970s and 1980s, Rihards Kon-
dratovi¢s wrote a monograph on rhododendron Azaleas,
published in Latvian and Russian, as well as a textbook
Practical Studies in Plant Anatomy.

A turning point in the study of Rhododendron in Latvia was
in 1976, when the State Government designated 12.1 hec-
tares of pine forest for developing a specialised rhododen-
dron nursery, to the Latvian State University. In 1980, the
Experimental Rhododendron Breeding Nursery “Babite”
was established officially, with its creation and management
entrusted to Rihards Kondratovi¢s. The aim of the nursery
was to create ornamental and winter-hardy rhododendrons.
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The next challenge for his academic work began in 1987,
when the newly elected Latvian State University rector Juris
Zakis invited Professor Rihards Kondratovics to the post of
vice-rector of science. Until 1997, he was leader of the or-
ganisation of research at the University of Latvia, financing
of research, and creation of habilitation and promotion
councils, which carried out nostrification. He was also re-
sponsible for the student fraternities and sororities to be re-
instated. In fact, this work was associated with the opera-
tional restructuring of the University in conditions of the
renewed Latvian independence and the new free market
economy.

In spite of the heavy administrative burden, the new estab-
lished Rhododendron nursery “Babite” continued rhododen-
dron breeding work and, from 1999, the work began to bear
fruit — the first nine certificates for outdoor rhododendron
cultivars registration were registered, and today University
of Latvia and the whole country can be proud of 109 local
bred outdoor rhododendron cultivars, all of which are regis-
tered in the International Rhododendron Register and
Checklist published by the Royal Horticultural Society,
Great Britain. It should be noted that many of the cultivars
are named after respect for people and organisations that
provided support to Professor Rihards Kondratovics re-
search. The University of Latvia is proud today to have a
collection of 76 wild rhododendron species and 265
cultivars, as well as 126 varieties of greenhouse azalea.

In his working life Rihards Kondratovic¢s has written more
than 630 publications, including 7 monographs, 1 textbook,
4 training tools, and has supervised 5 doctoral theses, 19 di-
ploma, and 35 course theses.

Activities of Professor Rihards Kondratovi¢s work in na-
tional and international scientific associations cannot be for-
gotten — he was a full member of the Latvian Academy of
Sciences and the European Academy of Sciences and Arts,
a member of many foreign rhododendron growers societies,
journal editorial boards and community councils, a member
of societies of Latvian Dendrologists, Landscape Architects,
Botanists, Geneticists and Breeders, and Gardeners and
Beekeepers associations, a board member of the club
“Emeritus” and a member of the Latvian Republic State
Emeritus Scientists Council.

Rihards Kondratovics received numerous awards for his sci-
entific and public activities: three Soviet Union People’s
Economic Achievements Exhibition gold medals, the Order
“Badge of Honor’, the Latvian SSR State Prize, Diploma of
the Ministry of Education and Science, the Order of Three
Stars, the Fatherland Award, the Grand Medal of Latvian
Academy of Sciences, the Award of the Latvian Academy
of Sciences, and the stock company “Itera”, the Award of
the Riga City Council and the Latvian Academy of Sci-
ences, as well as several dozens of gratitude and apprecia-
tion certificates of the University of Latvia. He was the Lat-
vian State Emeritus Scientist, Professor Emeritus of the
University of Latvia, and the Man of the Year of the Uni-
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versity of Latvia in 2010 for establishment of a scientific
school.

Rihards Kondratovi¢s was an independent and creative man
with brilliant organisational skills and enormous capacity

person to be creative and productive. He received lifelong
support from his wife Skaidrite, as well from his children
— daughter Ginta and son Uldis, both of whom are also bi-
ologists. Skaidrite’s merit, at first, was taking care of the
children and their education, household maintenance, and

she spent most of her working life as a scientific editor at
the publishing house “Zvaigzne”, and Rihards Kondratovics
believed that without her support, participation and under-
standing, Latvia would lack rhododendrons.

for hard work. At the same time he was simple, very kind
and sincere person with a good sense of humour.

Rihards Kondratovi¢s was a lucky person because of his
Family. Already many times stressed above, rhododendrons
were Professor’s Rihards Kondratovic¢s lifelong love in sci-
ence, thanks to which his work is recognisable not only in
Latvia, but also in Europe and all over the world. However,
as admitted by him, only the support of family can help a

Professor Rihards Kondratoviés deserves to be the king of
rhododendrons in Latvia and his working life has set high
standards for rhododendron breeders in Latvia.

Uldis Kondratovics

RIHARDS KONDRATOVICS (1932-2017), LATVIJAS RODODENDRU SELEKCIONARS
2017. gada 17. februarl muiziba aizgaja akadémikis, LZA Lielas medalas laureats, LU profesors Rihards Kondratovics.

Rihards Kondratovi¢s dzimis 1932. gada 12. maija Daugavpils aprinka Asiines pagasta piecu bérnu gimené. Vina bérniba pagaja ka istam
lauku bérnam — kameér tévs katru ritu devas darba meznieciba, bet mate saimniekoja pa maju, aprapgjot bérnus un kopjot saimniecibu,
bérniem vajadzgja palidzét ikdienas darbos — ravét darza nezales, gadat malku, gatavot &dienu majlopiem, ganit tos. Acimredzot jau
berniba iepazitais ikdienas darba siirums bija pamata tam, lai sava vélakaja darba muza vins, sevi nezélodams, razigi stradatu, un darbs, ka
zinams, agri vai vélu nes saldus auglus.

Skolas gaitas Rihards Kondratovi¢s uzsaka 1939. gada neliela, tam laikam tipiska lauku skolipa — Kal&ju pamatskola, kur pabeidza seSas
klases, bet sakara ar kara notikumiem visa gimene bija spiesta parcelties uz Kurzemi, jo tévu parcéla darba uz Kandavas virsmeZniecibas
Andumu meZniecibu. Izglitibu Rihards Kondratovi¢s turpindja Talsu vidusskola un, vértgjot vidusskola pavaditos gadus, pats atzist, ka to
laika guvis interesi par daba notiekoSajiem procesiem, jo dabas macibu pasniedza lielisks pedagogs un dabas petnieks V. Dreimanis, kura
vadiba ierikoti izméginajumu lauki ar kultdraugu kolekcijam, veikti dazadi augu krustojumi, lai iegtitu jaunas kultiraugu formas. legito
zinaSanu un prasmju iespaida pec vidusskolas absolvéSanas Rihards Kondratovics izvélgjas studijas Latvijas Valsts universitates Biologijas
fakultate, kur studgja no 1950. lidz 1955. gadam, iegistot biologa — augu fiziologa, biologijas un kimijas skolotaja kvalifikaciju.

Tikai divus méneSus péc universitates absolvéSanas nostradajis par laborantu Biologijas fakultates Cilvéka un dzivnieku fiziologijas katedra,
jaunais specialists ar LVU rektora Jana Jurgena paveli tika iecelts par LVU Botaniska darza direktoru. Botaniskais darzs Rihardam
Kondratovi¢am bija pirma nopietna darba vieta un karjeras izaicinajums, tomer vissvarigakais Sis laiks vina darba miiza ir tapéc, ka tad vins$
pieversas Latvijai tam laikam jaunas augu kultiras — rododendru izpétei. lespgjams, ka darba veiksmigam sakumam pamata bija taja laika
valsts meroga priek$plana izvirzitais augu introdukcijas un aklimatizacijas jautajums, kas aktualitati nav zaudgjis ari musdienas.

Faktiski par rododendru gints apzinatu un zinatniski pamatotu pétijumu sakumu Latvija jauzskata 1957. gads, kad LVU Botaniskaja darza
Riharda Kondratovi¢a vadiba tika sakts rododendru introdukcijas darbs, sakotngji 1sa laika parbaudot aptuveni 400 rododendru savvalas
sugu piemérotibu augSanai Latvijas klimata apstaklos, un $i darba rezultata atzistot tikai 100 sugu piemérotibu augSanai Latvija. Tomeér pats
svarigakais bija, ka pirmo septinu gadu darba rezultati tika apkopoti zinatnu kandidata disertacija “Rododendru introdukcija Latvijas PSR”,
kuru 1964. gada Rihards KondratoviCs aizstavéja LVU Biologijas fakultates Zinatniskas padomes sédg, iegiistot biologijas zinatnu
kandidata zinatnisko gradu. P&tijumu rezultati bija pamata tam, lai varétu uzsakt rododendru kulttiras selekciju — jaunu, Latvijas klimata
apstakliem piemérotu $kirpu veidoSanas darbu. Lidzas brivdabas rododendru selekcijas darbam profesors Rihards Kondratovics Saja laika
uzsaka ari Simsa rododendru jeb siltumnicu acaliju kolekcijas veidoSanu un ari selekciju, ka rezultata lidz Sodienai LU Botaniska darza
kolekcija ir 126 acaliju Skirnes, taja skaita ari 26 Latvija izveidotas Skirnes.

Péc desmit Botaniskaja darza pavaditajiem gadiem Rihardu Kondratovi¢u ar LVU rektora pavéli iecéla par Biologijas fakultates dekanu, kas
bija jauns parbaudijums administrativaja darba. 1965. gads Biologijas fakultatei bija loti smags, jo kapitala remonta laika Fri¢a Gaila iela
10, nepartraucot studiju procesu, bija janojauc pussimts malkas apkures kra$nu un jaieriko centrala apkure. Ka atzist Rihards Kondratovics,
dekana darbs vienaudZu un bijuSo studiju biedru kolektiva, ka arT darbs ar studentiem vipam sniedza lielu gandarijumu, tomeér butiskakais ir,
ka ari liela administrativa slodze nav biju par $kérsli turpinat rododendru gints pétijumus, kas nu jau bija iegajusi jaunaja — selekcijas
limeni. Rihards Kondratovi¢s Biologijas fakultate macija studiju kursus “Augu anatomija”, “Augu introdukcijas un selekcija”, “Augu
izturibas fiziologijas ar imunitates pamatiem”. Pasreiz&jais LU rektors profesors Indrikis MuiZnieks joprojam atceras savu paSu pirmo
laboratorijas darbu augu anatomija — sipola epidermas $nu izpéti, ko 1971. gada vadija Rihards Kondratovi¢s. Stradadams dekana amata,
ving izveidoja Augu fiziologijas laboratoriju, kura kopa ar kolegiem veica rododendru gints anatomiskos, morfologiskos un biokimiskos
pétijumus, kraja rododendru gints kompleksas izpétes materialus un tos analizgja.

Mingtais darbs bija pamata monografijas “Rododendri Latvijas PSR. Kultiras biologiskie pamati” sarakstiSanai, kuru Rihards Kondratovi¢s
1983. gada PSRS Zinatnu akadémijas Galvenaja botaniskaja darza Maskava aizstaveja ka disertaciju biologijas zinatnu doktora zinatniska
grada ieguSanai. Savukart 1985. gada vipu LVU ievélgja profesora amata.
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Jaatzime, ka pagajusa gadsimta 70. un 80. gados zinatniskas darbibas rezultata Rihards Kondratovi¢s sarakstija vél divas gramatas par
rododendriem — monografiju “Acalijas” latvieSu un krievu valodas, ka arl macibu gramatu “Augu anatomijas praktikums”.

Par pavérsienu rododendru gints kompleksaja biologiskaja izp&té Latvija jauzskata 1976. gads, kad ar LPSR Ministru padomes lémumu
Nr. 202 Latvijas Valsts universitatei pieskira 12,1 ha lielu priezu meza platibu specializétas rododendru selekcijas un izméginajumu

selekcijas un izméginajumu audz&tava “Babite”.

Nakamais izaicinajums Riharda Kondratovica darba muza sakas 1987. gada, kad péc jaunievéleta LVU rektora Jura Zaka uzaicinajuma
profesors saka stradat par zinatnu prorektoru, 1idz 1997. gadam organiz&jot universitates zinatnisko darbibu — risinot zinatnes finanséSanas
jautajums, veidojot habilitacijas un promocijas padomes, kuram javeic nostrifikacija. Tapat bija jaatbild par studentu korporaciju darbibas
atjaunoSanu. Faktiski §is darbs bija saistits ar LU darbibas parstrukturéSanu atjaunotaja Latvijas brivvalsti jaunajos briva tirgus ekonomikas
apstaklos.

Neraugoties uz lielo administrativo slogu, jaunaja Rododendru selekcijas un izméginajumu audzetava “Babite” tika turpinats rododendru
selekcijas darbs un, sakot ar 1999. gadu, Sis darbs saka nest auglus — tika iegiitas pirmas devinas autorapliecibas par brivdabas rododendru
Skirpu izveidi, savukart Sodien Latvijas Universitate un visa Latvija jau var lepoties ar 109 vietgjas selekcijas brivdabas rododendru Skirném,
kuras visas ir registrétas Karaliskas Darzkopibas biedribas (Lielbritanija) uzturétaja Starptautiskaja rododendru $kirnu registra. Jaatzime, ka
daudzam Skirném ir dots vards, apliecinot ciegu cilvékiem un organizacijam, kas ir snieguSas dazada veida atbalstu profesora Riharda
Kondratovica pétniecibas darba. Tapat Latvijas vards ir slavens ar to, ka Latvijas Universitate Sodien lepojas ar 76 savvalas rododendru
sugu un 265 Skirpu, ka ari 126 siltumnicu acaliju Skirnu kolekciju.

Sava darba muza Rihards Kondratovi¢s uzrakstijis vairak neka 630 publikaciju, taja skaita 7 monografijas, 1 macibu gramatu, 4 macibu
lidzeklus, ir vadijis 5 disertaciju, 19 diplomdarbu un 35 kursa darbu izstradi.

Nevar neizcelt profesora Riharda Kondratovica aktivo darbu starptautiskas un nacionalas zinatniskajas apvienibas — vins bija Latvijas
Zinatnu akadémijas istenais loceklis, Eiropas zinatnu un makslas akadémijas loceklis, daudzu arvalstu rododendru audzetaju biedribu biedrs,
zurnalu redkol&giju un sabiedrisko padomju loceklis, Latvijas Dendrologijas, Ainavu arhitektu, Botaniku, Genétiku un selekcionaru,
Darzkopibas un biSkopibas biedribu biedrs, kluba “Emeritus” valdes loceklis, ka ari Latvijas Republikas Valsts emeritéto zinatnieku
Padomes loceklis.

Par savu zinatnisko un sabiedrisko darbibu Rihards Kondratovi¢s sapémis neskaitamus apbalvojumus — tris Vissavienibas Tautas
saimniecibas sasniegumu izstades zelta medalas, ordeni “Goda zime”, LPSR Valsts prémiju, LR Izglitibas ministrijas Atzinibas rakstu, Triju
Zvaigznu ordeni, Tévzemes balvu, LZA un A/S “Itera” balvu, LZA Lielo medalu, Rigas domes un LZA balvu, ka arl vairakus desmitus
Latvijas Universitates pateicibu un atzinibas rakstu. Vin§ bija Latvijas Valsts emeritétais zinatnieks, LU emeritétais profesors, LU gada
cilveks 2010. gada par zinatniskas skolas izveidoSanu.

Rihards Kondratovics bija neatkarigs un radoss cilveks ar izcilam organizatora un smaga darba spgjam. Taja pasa laika vin$ bija vienkarss,
loti laipns, atklats un tieSs cilveks ar lielisku humora izjutu.

Bet vina miiza pats svarigakais tomér bija Gimene. Jau neskaitamas reizes ir uzsverts, ka profesora Riharda Kondratovi¢a miiZza milestiba
zinatné bija rododendri, kuriem pateicoties vina darbs Sodien ir atpazistams ne vien Latvijas, bet ari Eiropas un pasaules méroga. Tomer, ka
ving pats atzist, lai cilveks varétu radosi un raZigi stradat, vipam vispirms ir nepiecieSams gimenes atbalsts. To vip$ visa miiza garuma ir
guvis no savas dzivesbiedres Skaidrites, ka arl no saviem b&rniem — meitas Gintas un déla Ulda, kuri visi tapat ir biologi. Skaidrites
nopelns vispirms, bija riipes par bérniem un vigu audzinaSanu, majsaimniecibas uzturéSana, vienlaikus lielako dalu sava darba miZa
stradajot par zinatnisko redaktori izdevnieciba ‘“Zvaigzne”, un pats Rihards Kondratovics uzskata, ka bez vinas palidzibas, lidzdalibas un
sapratnes, Latvija nebutu ari rododendru.

Profesors Rihards KondratoviCs ir pelnijis, lai vigu sauktu par Latvijas rododendru karali, un vina darba muzZs ir uzstadijis loti augstus
standartus rododendru selekcionariem Latvija.
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