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Abstract

Even in as small a country as R. Macedonia with limited resources allocated for science, there are
many journals trying to establish good editorial practices and policies in publishing the scientific
work achieved. Among the currently existing medica journals Macedonian Medical Review (MMR),
ISSN 002571097, deserves to be elaborated as the oldest journal with continuous publication since
its first appearance as the journal of the Macedonian Medical Association (MMA). Since its first
issue, published in 1946, there has been an opus of some 4500 peer-reviewed published papers in
more than 210 issues and some 80 supplements from various congresses and meetings. In this regard,
great respect should be paid not only to the editorial boards, but also to the collaborators who have
contributed to its successful continuity in al previous years.

In line with the needs for further development of the journa and possibilities for access to world data-
bases, the Editorial Board of MMR has made every effort to improve and modernize its work as well as
the technical quality of the journa. Hence, MMA has signed a contract with De Gruyter Open as leading
publisher of Open Access academic content for further improvement and promotion of the journa and
facilitation of the Medline application, so we do hope for the further success of the journal.

BANTAO Journal is published on behalf of the Balkan Cities Association of Nephrology, Dialysis,
Transplantation and Artificial Organs (BANTAQ), ISSN 131212517. The first issue was published
in 2003, ten years after BANTAO was born. Its appearance was an extremely important event in the
existence of BANTAO. The first official editor of the journal was Dimitar Nenov, Varna (20037
2005), followed by Ali Basci (Izmir, Turkey) and Goce Spasovski (Skopje, Macedonia) as editorTin-
chief since 2009. Over the years, the Journa has been included in the EBSCO, DOAJ and
SCOPUS/SCIMAGO databases.

Thejournd is published biannually. Until now, 345 papers have been published in the past 11 years,
in 21 regular issues and 3 supplements. It may be said that the journal is the "glue" between the
nephrologists from the Balkan cities, reflecting the high quality research and scientific potential of
Balkan nephrologists. The entire process of submitting and reviewing the manuscripts is electro-
nically done and after their acceptance they are freely available (open access journal) on the website
of the association and the journal: www.bantao.org.

In this regard, the current President of BANTAO has already signed a contract with De Gruyter
Open as leading publisher of Open Access academic content for further improvement and promotion
of thejournal and Medline application for the further success of the journal.
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practices and policies. Certainly, among the cur-
rently existing medical journals Macedonian
Medical Review / Makedonski medicinski preg-
led (MMR), ISSN 0025-1097, deserves to be
elaborated as the oldest journal with continuous
publication sinceits first appearance [1].

Immediately after the Second World War
the Macedonian Medical Association (MMA)
was founded as an association of doctors, den-
tists and pharmaceutical chemists. In the follo-
wing year (1946) the Macedonian Medical Re-
view was established as the journa of MMA [2].
Nowadays, we can say, MMR is the longest-
standing journal in the field of medicine in the
Republic of Macedonia, having come out for
68 years. The first issue was published in 1946
and it has been regularly issued up to the pre-
sent with an opus of some 4500 peer-reviewed
published papers in more than 210 issues and
some 80 supplements from various congresses
and mestings. In this regard, great respect should
be paid not only to the editorial boards, but also
to the collaborators who contributed to its suc-
cessful continuity in all previous years.

The earliest papers were written by the
first editor-in-chief, Haralampie Manchev, and
his secretary Dimitar Arsov. Thereafter, chief
editors of the journal were Boris Spirov, Dimit-
rie Atanackovik, Done Miovski, Isak Tadzer,
Metodija Stankovski, Jonce Nedelkovski, Josip
Novak, Ljupco Grozdev, Delka Stojanova and
Gjorgji Zografski. Since 2010 the editor-in-chief
has been Goce Spasovski.

From its establishment until 2010 the jour-
nal was published in six issues per year, but
amost all of them were composed as double
issues. Over the last four years, it has been
published quarterly with a regular three num-
bers per year. The papers used to be published
in Macedonian and/or languages of the former
ex YU republics as well as in English or some
other world languages (French, German). In the
last couple of years the majority of papers have
been submitted and published in English with
an abstract in Macedonian or vice versa. All
papers are proof-read and language-edited, as
indicated on the first page of each journal issue.

Formerly, the journal was financed by
various sources such as the Ministry of Sci-
ence, the City of Skopje, the Self-governing
Association of Interest for Health, and by other
educational and non-governmental organisation.

In the last couple of years as it has become
rather difficult to get any funding, the MMR
print version has been covered mainly from the
fees of the MMA members and support from a
couple of pharmaceutical companies, and prin-
ted with fewer numbers of copiesin each issue.
Nevertheless, all members of MMA receive an
electronic version of the journal through an E-
mail blast.

Importantly, there are three separate publi-
shed bibliographies comprising all the papers
published in MMR in various periods. 1946—
1985; 1986-1995 and 1996-2006. Thusit is con-
sidered a unique opportunity for the journa to
have its own condensed bibliography compri-
sing all papers published until 2006.

It is dso worth mentioning that for a short
period in 1961 only a few papers from MMR
were accepted and included in the Index Medi-
cus database (Medline/PubMed) where the jour-
nal's abbreviated title was Makedon Med Pregl.
Otherwise, the regularly used abbreviation writ-
ten on the journal itself is Mak Med Pregled, or
Mac Med Review.

In line with the needs for further develop-
ment of the journal and possibilities for access
to world databases, the Editorial Board of MMR
has made every effort to improve and moder-
nize its work as well as the technical quality of
the journal. MMR has alink from the web page
of MMA and some limited bibliographic infor-
mation of published papers may be available at:
http://www.makedonskol ekarskodrustvo.com. In
addition, a new web page is under construction
with the intention of putting al issuesin our new
el ectronic database:
http://mzndtvo.wix.com/mmr, creating the elec-
tronic version of the journa that will enable
easier access to the published papers, and a con-
sequently greater visibility and quality of the
journal.

Recently MMA has signed a contract
with De Gruyter Open as leading publisher of
Open Access academic content for further impro-
vement and promotion of the journal and faci-
litation of the Medline application, so we do
hope for the further success of the journal.

Bantao Journal

BANTAO Journal (BJ): the Journal of the
Balkan Cities Association of Nephrology, Dia-
lysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs
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(BANTAO), ISSN 1312-2517, is an officid
journal of the BANTAO association. The first
issue was published in 2003, ten years after
BANTAO was born in 1993 in Ohrid during the
first Congress of the Macedonian Society of
Nephrology, Didyss, Transplantation and Arti-
ficia Organs (MSNDTAO). In fact, the first
issue was a book of abstracts composed of the
330 submitted abstracts selected from the 6™
BANTAO Congress held in Varna. The Editor
was Veselin Nenov and Editorial board mem-
bers were: Ljubica Djukanovic (Yugosavia),
Dimitar Nenov (Bulgaria), Momir Polenakovic
(R. Macedonia), and Charalambos Stathakis
(Greece), all founders of the BANTAO Asso-
ciation. Its gppearance was an extremely impor-
tant event in the existence of BANTAO. The
first official editor of the journal was Dimitar
Nenov, Varna (2003-2005). Over time, there
were editorial changes. from 2005 to 2009 the
Editor was Ali Basci (Izmir, Turkey) and De-
puty Editor Goce Spasovski (Skopje, Macedo-
nia). G. Spasovski has been editor in chief since
2009 aong with the deputy editor Veselin Nenov
(Varna, Bulgaria) and associated editors (Mus-
tafa Arici, Ankara, Turkey; Nada Dimkovic,
Belgrade, Serbia; Dimitrious Goumenos, Patra,
Greece; and Nikolina Basic-Jukic, Zagreb, Cro-
atia), together with the considerable efforts and
engagement of the whole Editorial Board, have
succeeded in that the Journal has been included
in the EBSCO, DOAJ and SCOPUS/'SCIMAGO
databases. Nevertheless, it should be stated that
this great progress was made thanks to the con-
tributors to the Journal and especialy to Vese-
lin Nenov as responsible for the maintenance of
the Journal web page over the years as an im-
portant milestone for the improvement and
worldwide recognition of the Journal.

The journa is published biannually. Up
till now, 345 papers have been published in the
past 11 years, in 21 regular issues and 3 supple-
ments (Antdia, Chakidiki, Timisoara congres-
ses). Hence, it may be said that the journd is the
"glue" between the nephrologists from the Bal-
kan cities, reflecting the high quality research and
scientific potential of Balkan nephrologists[3]. In
addition, these data clearly show that the poten-
tial for nephrologists who originnate from deve-
loping countries deserves mention, and despite
the restricted resources and insufficient registry
data, an emerging collaboration in single and
multicenter nationa studies on clinica and epi-

demiologica rather than basic research is favo-
ured [4]. Furthermore, the journal publishes the
highly scientific contribution of world-recogni-
zed expertsin the field of nephrology.

Within its scope the journal publishes pa-
pers written in English that refer to clinical and
laboratory investigations of relevance to nephro-
logy, didysis and transplantation, aswell asthose
from basic immunology, anatomy and physio-
logy of the kidneys. The entire process of sub-
mitting and reviewing the manuscripts is elec-
tronically done and after their acceptance they
are freely available (open access journal) on the
website of the association and the journal:
www.bantao.org.

Considering the goals proposed when
BANTAO Association was established: ‘The
main goal of BANTAO is to promote scientific
and technical cooperation in the field of renal
diseases and artificial organs between the Bal-
kan cities. This goal will be achieved not only
through a periodical congress, but also thro-
ugh lecturers exchange, fellowship exchange,
scientific research methods exchange, joint me-
etings and courses, publications and coopera-
tion in the field of renal transplant', the Journal
has surely contributed to their achievement and
to the benefit of BANTAO [5]. However, there
is alot to be done in the forthcoming period in
increasing the submission rate and quality of
papers considering the importance of Journal
papers citation, since BJ has already obtained
Scientific Impact factor. Finaly, the aim would
be to include BANTAO Journal in the Medline
database which is the way to increase Journal
Impact Factor (Thomson Reuters) once its Med-
line cited. In this regard, the current President of
BANTAO has dready signed a contract with De
Gruyter Open as leading publisher of Open Ac-
cess academic content for further improvement
and promotion of the journa and Medline appli-
cation for the further success of the journal.
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Pesznme

YPEAYBAUKATA NMOJIMTUKA

N NCTOPUNJATA BO YPEAYBAHETO
HA ,MAKEOOHCKW/ MEANLUNHCKIN
MPErNEAQ” 1 CMNCAHUETO BANTAO

Moue CnacoBcku

YHMBEP3UTETCKA K/TIMHMKA 3a Hepponoruja,
MeanuMHCKN (hakynTeT, YHNBEP3UTET
,CB. Knpun n Metoguj“, Ckonje, P. MakefjoHunja

Odypn n BO Mana 3emja kako Penybnvka
MakefoHuja, CO OrpaHnUYeHN Pecypcu HaMeHeTH 3a
HayKaTa, MoCcTojaT MHOrY Cnu1caHuja wTo ce obuay-
BaaT Aa BOCMocTasar Jo6py ypesyBayky MpakTuKu
M NOMINTUKM Npun 06jaByBare Ha NocTUrHaTara Hayu-
Ha paboTa. Mefy NOCTOjHUTE MeAULMHCKM Chniuca-
HWja, ,,MakKefoHCK/M MeauumHeKn nperneg” (MMIN),
ISSN 0025-1097 3acny>cyBa fja 6uze NocoyeH Kako
HajcTapo crmcaHne CO KOHTUHYMpaHO 06jaByBarbe
0f, HEroBoTO MpPBO MOjaBYyBakbe Kako CrmcaHue Ha
MakefoHCKOTO fiekapcko apywiteo (MJ14). Of csoe-
TO NMpBO M3AaHWe 06jaBeHO BO 1946 roguHa, uma
onyc og okony 4.500 peveH3vpaHn Tpyga o6jaBeHu
BO noeeke of 210 nsgaHunja n okony 80 cynsiemeH-
TW 0f, Pa3NYHM KOHrpecu n coctaHoun. Bo 0Boj
norneg, rofiemM nouut Tpeba Aa um ce ofjage He
camMo0 Ha ypefyBauykuTe oabopu, TyKy M Ha copa-
60THULMTE KOM NPULOHECOa 3a HErOBUOT YCMeLLUeH
KOHTUHYUTET BO CUTE MPETXOAHW FOAVHWN.

Bo cornacHocT co noTpebuTe 3a noHaTamo-
LLIeH pa3Boj Ha CNMCaHMETO N MOXXHOCTUTE 3a Mpuc-
Tan O CBeTCkMTe 6asn Ha nogaroun, Ypeaysau-

KVOT 046op Ha MMIT Hanpasy MakCUMa/HW Haropu
3a nofobpysare U MOLEepHU3Mparbe Ha paboTara,
Kako M Mnojobpysarbe Ha TEXHUYKMOT KBa/IMTET Ha
cnucaHueto. OTTyka, MJ1 uma noTnuwiaHo foro-
Bop co De Gruyter Open, Kako BOLEYKM MU3aaBay 3a
aKaJieMCKM COPXVHW 0f, OTBOPeH npucTan, 3a yHan-
peLyBare M MpoMoLuja Ha CUCAHWETO Y1 OfeCHYBa-
e Ha GapareTo 3a MEDLINE, co wTo ce Hage-
Bame Ha NoHaTamoLLEeH ycreX Ha Crm1caHueTo.

CnucaHneto BANTAO ce 06jaByBa BO UMETO
Ha Acoupjaumjata Ha 6ankaHCKWTe rpajoBu 3a Hed-
ponoruja, gujanusa, TpaHcnAaHTauuja v BeLITavyKm
opraHn (BANTAO), ISSN 1312-2517. INMpBKOT 6p0j
Gewwe o6jaseH Bo 2003 roguHa, AeceT rOAMHM Mo
thopmmparbeto Ha BANTAO. Herosata nojasa e
WCKNYYNTENIHO BaXKeH HAcTaH BO MOCTOEHETO Ha
opraHuzaumjata BANTAO. TlpBMOT oduumjaneH
YPpeaHVUK Ha cnucaHueto Gewe Adumutap HeHos
(BapHa, 2003-2005), no Hero Ann bawun (M3mmp,
Typuuja) n MNoue Crnacoscku (Ckonje, MakefjoHuja),
Kako rnaseH ypesHuk of 2009 roguHa. Co TeKoT Ha
FOAVHWTE, CMUCaHWETO e BK/yYeHO BO 6asnTe Ha
nogatoun EBSCO, DOAJ n SCOPUS/SCIMAGO.

CnwucaHveTo ce 06jaByBa [iBa NaTui roO4ULLHO.
[Jocera, 345 Tpyga ce 06jaBeHn BO nocnegHute 11
rofivHu, Bo 21 pefoBHO U3gaHue U 3 CyriemMeHTu.
Moxe fa ce Kaxe feka CrnucaHueto e ,ennio
mely He(hponosuTe of, 6asKaHCKWUTe rpafioBy Kako
0fpa3 Ha BWCOKOKBA/UTETHUTE WCTPaXyBamwa W
Hay4yeH MoTeHUMjan Ha GasikaHCKUTe Heqpono3u.
LlenvoT npouec Ha nofHecyBare W peLieH3mparbe
Ha TPyZ4OBUTE Ce BPLUW MO eIEKTPOHCKM MaT 1 no
HMBHOTO Mpudakare, Te ce cnoboaHO AOCTarHN
(cnucaHne co OTBOpeH MpucTan) Ha Be6-CTpaHuMLa-
Ta Ha Acouujaumjata v CnmcaHneTo:
www.bantao.org.

Bo oBaa cmucna, cerawHuoT npetcegaren Ha
BANTAO BeKe vma notnuwaHo forosop co De
Gruyter Open, Kako BOLEYKM M3[aBay 3a akajem-
CKM COP>KNHW CO OTBOPEH Npu1CTar, 3a HaTaMOoLLHO
yHaripeflyBare 1 npomoLuja Ha CrmMcaHueTo 1 nog-
HecyBare Gapare 3a MEDLINE 3a noHaTamoLlueH
YCMeXx Ha CrmcaHueTo.

Kny4Hn 360poBu: MakefoHCKA MeULMHCKW Npernes,
cnucaHne BANTAO, MakefOHCKO IeKapCcKo ApYLUTBO,
De Gruyter Open.



