
PHYSICAL CULTURE AND SPORT. STUDIES AND RESEARCH 

 

2018 • VOLUME LXXVIII  13 

DOI: 10.2478/pcssr-2018-0009 

 

 Political Relation among the State and 

International Sports Organizations: The 

2014 FIFA World Cup Event in Brazil 

 

 
Authors’ contribution: 

A) conception and design  

of the study 

B) acquisition of data 

C) analysis and 

interpretation of data 

D) manuscript preparation 

E) obtaining funding 

Felipe Canan A-E, Allan Fernando Zardo da SilvaA-E, 

Fernando Augusto StarepravoA-E 

 

University of Maringá, Paraná, Brazil  

 

  

ABSTRACT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Throughout the men’s 2014 FIFA World Cup event in Brazil (WC-2014), which involved candidacy, 

agreements with FIFA, the development of a new law, Law 12.663 (Brazil 2012), and the organization itself, 

there was an ongoing reflexive debate that stated the possibility that FIFA, due to the orders imposed by the 

state of Brazil, slandered the national sovereignty (National Popular Cup Committee Articulation 2011; Darn 

2011). 

FIFA’s legitimacy to impose such demands on the WC-2014 has been a construct throughout the entity’s 

history and its relation towards society. Furthermore, it has followed its own evolution and a sportive 

worldwide order which, at least in its official nature, created the path from a playful and informal standard to 

an institutionalized activity via free association (Miranda 2011; Prieto 2011; Silva 2006). Some institutions, 

such as FIFA when referring to football, acquired power over the regulations expedition to govern a certain 

sports modality in a formal way and under the organization of the main championships, which resulted in the 

achievement of sovereignty in the professional/official sportive field.      

Throughout the men’s 2014 FIFA World Cup event in Brazil (WC-2014), there was 

an ongoing reflexive debate that stated the possibility that FIFA, due to orders 

imposed on the state of Brazil, slandered the country’s national sovereignty. 

However, FIFA’s sovereignty concerning regulations and international football 

championships is relativized when contrasted to that of the state. Having the WC-

2014 as a concrete object, the aim was to investigate how relations among sports 

and politics occurred. A qualitative research study was used through the analysis of 

documents and literature. It was verified that the WC-2014 event was fitting with 

the patterns of transnational relationships, in which sovereign entities (the state and 

FIFA) renounce a portion of their external sovereignty for mutual gain. The 

misfortune appears when this gain is associated with leaders (political or sports) and 

not the people, which can cause an internal sovereignty issue. Relating to the WC-

2014, the counter-orders generated during the exception period were not due to 

FIFA’s interference in the national sovereignty, but to the illegitimacy / immorality 

of the rulers who accepted the conditions of the transnational institution 

sports, politics, mega-events, sports law. 
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In that way, FIFA, due to its legitimacy and power for “auctioning” the WC-2014 event to interested 

countries, imposed a series of guarantees to be provided. In Brazil, the Law 12.663 (Brazil 2012) was 

sanctioned as a way of implementing such guarantees in the Brazilian internal juridical planning, assuring the 

entity and the international community that the mega-event would meet the standards of quality required 

(Camargos & Santoro 2012). 

However, short of the direct incorporation of the guarantees requested by FIFA into the new law, there 

was a negotiation process in advance. Although FIFA had the legitimacy to present taxable conditions, due to 

the large number of people interested in its product, the institution cohabitated daily with adjustments to the 

public legal systems of the affiliated nations; it was therefore aware that relations with international entities 

require adjustments and concessions on both sides (Miranda 2011; Faria 2015). FIFA’s sovereignty over 

international football rules and championships becomes compatible when compared to that of a nation.  

Thus the aim of this essay is to distinguish the possible relations between sports and politics through 

some of the relations between the nation of Brazil and FIFA ahead of the 2014 World Cup in Brazil. It is 

presented as a qualitative delimitation in the research, adopting the analysis of documents such as laws, 

journalistic materials, dossiers, and a bibliography that in general mainly contains the following themes: sports 

mega-events; the World Cup; popular manifestations of 2013; international and transnational relations; sports 

law. 

 

Nation and sports mega-events – possible reasons 

World Cup editions have always had countries interested in its organization, even though there is not 

always the certainty of a positive cost-benefit, as Damo and Oliven (2012) have stated. Cornelissen (2012) 

argues that the quest to host a mega-event stems from ambitions and political motivations, arising both from 

the glimpse of political-partisan gains and the idea, albeit symbolic, of strengthening the nation, considering 

external relations with other sovereign entities (external sovereignty), and/or internal, within its own territory, 

in relation to its people (internal sovereignty) (Bonavides 2000). At the same time, the political-partisan play 

appears, which, in the sports sphere, is represented by the organizations of administration and sports practice.  

The WC-2014 was a partnership between two private organizations (of sports administration), FIFA and 

the Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF, in Portuguese), in which the CBF, pleading for the exploration of 

the territory of professional/official football dominated by FIFA, appealed to the nation of Brazil for not only 

the concession of its territory, but also and mainly for its support and financing. According to Damo and Oliven 

(2013), the genesis of the Brazilian bid to host the WC-2014 occurred with the ambition of the then president 

of the CBF, Ricardo Teixeira, to become the president of FIFA. Hosting the WC-2014 in the country would 

strengthen the possibilities of his achieving such aspirations.  

Therefore, Teixeira needed government support and relied on the political and personal interests of the 

then head of the Brazilian nation, President Lula, who was sympathetic to football and saw in it a great foreign 

policy opportunity (Damo & Oliven 2013;Resende 2010). In this way, the process was facilitated by a change 

of attitude in the Labour Party (PT, in Portuguese), which was the agent at the time (the bid occurred in 2003) 

and, although it traditionally agreed with the left-wing part of the political spectrum and was typically against 

the realization of mega-events in the country, became supportive (Damo & Oliven 2012, 2013). 

In addition, a considerable number of deputies and senators somehow related to football (clubs, for 

example), which composed the parliamentary front called the “bench of the ball” (Bueno 2008; Mendes & 

Codato 2015), contributed to a further increase in government sympathy for the WC-2014. This process did 

not only happen in relation to the WC-2014, but also during the construction of the Sports Ministry (SM), the 

ministry responsible for sports legislation in Brazil, through political-sport interrelationships based on 

exchanges of favors (Bueno 2008; Starepravo 2011).  

According to Moreira (2012), relations between political and sports leaders are established in two ways: 

the instrumental, in which the politician approaches the sports organization with the intention of publicity, 

acquiring recognition and even respect and affection from partners and fans; and the affective, in which the 

politician approaches the sports organization by its particular identification, sometimes even using the state 
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apparatus for its benefit. Likewise, it is not uncommon for the sports leader, enjoying popularity and symbolic 

and political capital (Bourdieu 2003) in the face of the political class itself, he become part of it.  

As a result of personal and political interests, the state started to finance private sports in Brazil, 

especially high-income sports.  

It is verified that, as the State incorporated sport (especially between the 1930s and 1980s), in search of 

symbolic and political strengthening, removing its control from civil society, at the same time, subsidized 

financially the private sector in a relation of clientelism. (Marchi Junior, Souza & Starepravo 2014).  

With the increasing commodification of sports and the country’s democratic opening (at the end of the 

1980s), the state began to reduce its intervention and offered grant autonomy to the private sector, making it 

part of the Brazilian Sports System (SBD, in Portuguese), offering conditions to influence national sports 

policies and assigning it the role of representation of the public power. However, public funding for private 

enterprise has not ceased (Marchi Junior, Souza &Starepravo 2014).          

Regarding soccer specifically, it is understood that this is the hegemonic sporting modality in Brazil, 

being the chief of the national sports organization, considered by Law 9.615 (Brazil 1998) as a part of Brazilian 

cultural heritage and of high social interest.  

Considering this aspect of institutional protection and incentive, and the fact that professional/official 

football as a spectacular practice composes an important part of, if not the main part of, the sports industry, it 

is possible that political leaders glimpsed the accomplishment of the WC-2014 as being more important than 

their personal interests. With the belief that the mega-event could generate dividends for the country, high 

public investment, beyond what was traditionally done, would be justified. 

According to Damo and Oliven (2013, p. 23):  

“... rejection of the FIFA challenge would be unlikely since it disseminated the idea that the World Cup 

is an opportunity (not a burden), which is why only those who do not believe in their own capacity would be 

able to refuse it.”  

For Anjos, Dantas, and Santana (2013), the government would have felt compelled to hold the mega-

event. That is, according to the authors, there is a political and social image created and/or encouraged by FIFA 

and the CBF in which the realization of the mega-event contributes to the strengthening of the national state 

and the imposition of sovereignty inside and outside the country, that is, of internal and external sovereignty.  

According to Cornelissen (2012) and Resende (2010), the demonstration of external sovereignty through 

mega-events is a kind of “soft power” (symbolic). Above all, developing states, which have few possibilities 

for “strong power” (war power, international representation, etc.), seek to demonstrate symbolic power, to 

assert themselves on the world stage and to demonstrate reliability in the face of international relations. That 

is, through the mega-event, the country seeks to show to the world an economic and organizational capacity 

previously unknown, which would favor a protagonist within the continent, greater international visibility, and 

a better political-economic relationship, with increased possibilities for the creation of partnerships aimed at 

international investment, improvement of credit policies, attraction of tourists, etc. 

In addition, in order to demonstrate its power vis-à-vis the international community, the country would 

invest heavily in improvements in urban infrastructure so that political and sports leaders and tourists in general 

would identify it with a developed country, especially one without problems related to the roads or airports. 

According to Cornelissen (2012) and Marchi Júnior et al. (2014), political and sports leaders use the idea of 

these gains (works, visibility, positive repercussions) related to the abstract concept of “legacies” as a 

justification for the great mobilization of public resources for mega-events. In coexistence with “material” or 

“tangible” legacies (infrastructure works, for instance) and/or when they are not visibly generated, such leaders 

begin to rely on “immaterial” or “intangible” legacies (increased culture, nationalism, appreciation of the 

country, etc.) to strengthen internal sovereignty, trying to overcome the weak relations between the state and 

its people that are often identified in developing countries (Anjos, Dantas & Santana 2013; Rossetto Junior & 

Paiva 2014). 

In this case, the WC-2014 would serve mainly to reinforce the idea of a strong state and even a nation 

within its own territory, since all of the people would be encouraged to unite around the objective of 

demonstrating a great organizational capacity for the event and the reception of the international community, 
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in addition to incorporating a possible sense of uniqueness with the aggregating object, “support” for the 

national team (Guedes 2013). 

The problem is that, while the government sought to strengthen the state’s internal sovereignty, relying 

on popular support, it showed disregard for the people, proving the capacity of resources to improve urban 

mobility and the construction of sports areas (either directly or through financing from the National Bank for 

Economic and Social Development – BNDES in Portuguese), while on a daily basis it claimed that it did not 

have the resources to meet social rights. 

Of course, the relationship between one-off investments for the WC-2014 and everyday investments in 

other areas, especially social ones, is only relative. Capital expenditures in the social area require subsequent 

costing expenses, which is less so for infrastructure works. Besides that, the WC-2014 has the potential to 

attract, to a greater or lesser extent of what is said by the political and sports leaders, counterparts from the 

legacy. With a more structured and visible country attracting international capital, even the social area could 

be better served. 

 However, it appears that the perception of the population and common sense have not gone this way, 

establishing a cause-and-effect relationship between investments in the WC-2014 and lack of regard for social 

rights. According to the 117th Survey conducted by the National Transport Conference (2014), 80.2% of 

people, for example, disagreed with stadium constructions, believing that investments could be directed to 

more important areas. In this manner, the fortification of internal sovereignty risked a weakening setback. 

 

Popular manifestations and the World Cup in Brazil 

Regardless of whether a mega-event is held because of the personal ambitions or beliefs of the political 

class that tangible or intangible legacies will remain in the country, the fact is that the opinion of hosting mega-

events is not unanimous among the population (National Transportation Conference 2014). There may be 

many reasons for the Brazilian case: the already a priori weakened relationship between government and 

society; the lack of attention to social rights; the propensity for corruption generated by the large financial 

contribution deposited in several areas in a short amount of time, making the supervision by control organs 

difficult; and the requirements of international sports management bodies. 

Because of this, popular manifestations following the process of the organization of mega-events are not 

rare. These may take the form of marches or physical protests, or occur through social media (Damo 2013; 

Penteado 2014). In the case of the popular demonstrations held in Brazil in 2013duringthe Confederations Cup 

(CC-2013, test event for the WC-2014)in the period of the World Cup in South Africa, the population took to 

the street to question the gains generated by the mega-event for the population and the reasons why all of the 

public financial amounts were not invested in fundamental rights. 

Realizing the risks of popular revolt and failure in the organization of the mega-event, the government 

authorities in the African country sought to treat the question of demonstrating internal sovereignty with great 

importance by using campaigns of promotion and loyalty by way of different governmental entities and large 

private companies in an attempt to influence the people (Cornelissen 2012). In the Brazilian case, presidential 

statements were broadcast in the media, affirming that possible new manifestations would be accepted, except 

for violent and illegal acts (Corrêa 2014). However, few physical manifestations occurred in 2014, in contrast 

to electronic protests (Penteado 2014). 

In any case, it is important to understand the manifestations that occurred in 2013, mainly due to the fact 

that they were not reproduced in 2014 before or during the WC-2014. According to Guedes (2013), in 2013 

there was no attempt to protest exclusively against the execution of sports mega-events related to FIFA. 

Actually, a minority of the protests occurred in relation to the occurrence of the CC-2013 and the WC-2014, 

the main focus being opposition to the increase in the cost of public transport fares in several cities across the 

country. This has been explained by Anjos, Dantas, and Santana (2013); Damo (2013); Penteado (2014); Pujol, 

Rocha, and Sampaio (2014); and Romão (2013), that reported the manifestations actually went through two 

moments: the first, which involved the protests against the increase in public transportation rates; and the 

second, with heterogeneous and/or generalized claims. 
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In addition to the uprising in the face of the new prices, there was also the issue of the imminence of the 

vote in the National Congress of the Complementary Amendment Project Thirty-Seven (CAP37), which had 

as its object the withdrawal of the possibility of the Public Prosecutor’s Office to conduct criminal 

investigations, leaving this role exclusively to the police. The inflation of the public transportation toll, the 

CAP37, and the realization of the WC-2014 thus impelled the people to question the corruption and legitimacy 

of governmental acts. The locus formed by the awakened popular feeling to protest against any fact that was 

bothering the individual or social group, so that the act of manifesting itself became more important than the 

very objectives of the manifestation, which also occurred through social media, was also explored by the 

media, especially in opposition to the power groups (Guedes 2013; Penteado 2014; Pujol, Rocha & Sampaio 

2014; Romão 2013). 

According to Guedes (2013), the moment and the sentiment that brought the population together to 

protest are more relevant than the topics of the manifestations themselves. The union of the people around the 

national soccer team, mainly in the time of the WC-2014, was not a process determined exclusively by the 

cultural path (although it may not be ignored), but rather by the political route. As Starepravo (2011)states, the 

cultural identification of the population with the nationalistic feeling of “rooting for the soccer team,” of the 

relation with the WC-2014, and even of the ostentation of great national sports symbols such as the great 

stadiums, for example, comes from a strong political intervention in the New State(Estado Novo, in 

Portuguese) period (1930s onwards), when a dictatorial government sought to strengthen the country’s image, 

both internally and externally (attempted demonstration of soft state power), through sport. 

However, what happened during the CC-2013 was that the same fact that united Brazilians in favor of a 

“patriotic pride” also contributed to a rebellion, specifically against the government. Damo (2013) also 

identifies a festive process of manifestation, in other words, in a period of traditional celebrations, such as the 

WC-2014 (and the CC-2013), for Brazilians, the protests were made with joy, and with the use of the flag 

colors, among other symbols, as if the population was cheering. As has been stated by Anjos, Dantas, and 

Santana (2013), the paths chosen by the protesters in the host cities of the WC-2014 were not random. They 

proceeded to the stadiums that hosted the games. 

According to Guedes (2013), the main points of criticism regarding the WC-2014 in Brazil were the 

reform of the stadiums and the corruption associated with the urban reforms in general. At the same time, FIFA 

was seen as the one largely responsible for the amount of public money spent in social sectors, which was 

considered to be inappropriate, or even unnecessary, for the population. The implementation of the assignments 

required by the international entity, institutionalized in Brazil through the 12.663 Law (Brazil 2012), turned 

out to be a reverse reference to the lack of care for the needs of the population, as it was a cause and effect 

relationship. The internal sovereignty problems of popular dissatisfaction with governmental actions were 

transferred to an external sovereignty problem, as if an international entity (FIFA) was ruling the country. 

Therefore, part of the dissatisfaction against governments turned against FIFA. 

Nevertheless, the common sense that seems to have guided some of the manifestations needs to be 

carefully analyzed. First, it should be noticed that FIFA, as a private international entity, does not have the 

means to oblige the national state to do something. If Brazil accepted that it would provide the required 

guarantees to FIFA in advance, it was by its own will. Besides that, although several points of the 12.663 Law 

(Brazil 2012) had revitalized the vested rights, it would not transgress constitutional rules, as was shown in the 

Direct Action of Unconstitutionality 4.976 (Federal Court of Justice 2014). 

Therefore, even if the country had assumed FIFA’s requirements in advance and, as Damo has stated 

(2012), nobody had taken them into consideration at the application period and they were presented as 

inconveniences only at the moment FIFA demanded them. The creation of the 12.663 Law (Brazil 2012) did 

not break the Constitution of the Federative Republic of Brazil (Brazil 1988), as it seems to have not broken 

national foreign sovereignty. This does not mean that this has not been relativized in some way, because the 

very process of relations between internal entities, governmental or nongovernmental, demands the negotiation 

and renunciation of part of external sovereignty for a greater purpose. 

 

 



PHYSICAL CULTURE AND SPORT. STUDIES AND RESEARCH 

 

 

18    2018 • VOLUME LXXVIII 

Sports and international relations between sovereign entities  

International relations demand many possibilities for the legal interference of a governmental entity – 

such as states and intergovernmental organizations (the European Union, MERCOSUL, the UN, etc.) – or 

private entities with sovereignty over immaterial territories (international sports federations, for example) on 

others. This happens by means of treaties and agreements, among other instruments, as long as the international 

rules that are established are voluntarily accepted (Bonavides 2000; Miranda 2011; Faria 2015). The 

relationship between states and between states and intergovernmental organizations is called an “international 

right,” whereas relations between states and private entities with power to enact rules beyond the territory in 

which they are located are called “transnational rights” (Faria 2015). 

Thus, in the case of international rights, even if a state is sovereign over its territory, it may be that it 

renounces part of its sovereignty to incorporate the legal rules created by an international convention for the 

common benefit. In Brazil, international treaties, as long the state accepts them, acquire equivalence to ordinary 

national law. If they are about human rights, they acquire the status of constitutional norm, as determined by 

Article 5, § 4 of the Brazilian Constitution (Brazil 1988). 

According to transnational rights, that is, the conciliation of legal state norms with non-state norms from 

private entities with transnational actuation, it is understood that the latter will only incorporate the country 

legislation if this is the state’s wish, as well as in Law 12.663 (Brazil 2012). The simple acceptance of the 

international norm, without, however, its benefits in some way to the country’s law, does not guarantee its 

effectiveness. In other words, the transnational norm only shows its effectiveness when a state concedes its 

conditions to do so (Faria 2015; Miranda 2011). In some cases, as in the law in question, its application can be 

done in an undetermined time, generating an exception period for any reason, but allowing it to be in force 

when this period ends. 

The nature of the worldwide sports law itself is based on the conciliation of the internal rules of each 

state (public internal right) with the transnational rules provided by private institutions (external private right) 

in what concerns the sportive organization in itself in the realization of mega-events that include different 

countries. According to Miranda (2011), the worldwide sports law is ruled by a kind of “social contract,” in 

allusion to Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s theory. In this, in search for society law, each individual would wield a 

portion of their autonomy, their freedom, seeking for the state formation that would dictate social norms, 

which, at the same time, would restrict the individual liberty and guarantee the collective liberty. In the 

worldwide sports law, the sports entities’ administration of each country would wield part of their liberty in 

dictating norms about the sport to the international federation (that, despite the name, is a private association 

located in a determined territory, but that issues transnational norms) “in favor of the creation of an entity that 

would be capable of harmonizing all the interests in this area” (Miranda 2011, p. 33). 

As for the Brazilian state, article 217 of the Federal Constitution (Brazil 1988) guarantees the autonomy 

of organization to private sports entities, and in the § 1st of article 1 of Law 9.615 (Brazil 1988), it is established 

that “The formal sports practice of each modality, accepted by the respective national entities of sports 

administration” ends up imprinting the sports confederations as their representatives in the sports field. The 

acceptance of transnational rules by the federations, therefore, means state acceptance of the said rules, 

resulting in the validity of two simultaneous orders and characterizing the acceptance of the legal pluralism. 

In this sense, when approaching the relation between the Brazilian state and FIFA, it is understood that 

it has sovereignty in the soccer professional/official territory and that the country does or does not accept what 

FIFA prevents. In fact, based on the assumption pointed to by Darn (2011) and weaving an analogy to 

Bonavide’s (2000) concepts, FIFA territory can be considered the “soccer professional/official,” whereas its 

“people” are characterized by the institutions and affiliated agents. FIFA’s internal exercise of sovereignty in 

its territory, in this way, is given by the standardization of rules and by the organization and regulation of 

international championships, in the sense of the operation of competitions as well as in the structural conditions 

for such (Camargos & Santoro 2012). 

While its internal sovereignty can be freely exerted, the external sovereignty can be held down by the 

states that try to exert it. First, any institution is free to affiliate itself with FIFA or not and, in the case of opting 
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for non-affiliation, the only possible sanction that can be imposed by the transnational institution is prohibition 

in the main international professional/official competitions under its organization. Second, even if the state 

passes to its national confederation (in the Brazilian case, the CBF), the right and duty to obey the soccer 

international norms or not, this does not mean that it does not exert its discretion via public legal order. 

In this way, as has been suggested by Miranda (2011) and Faria (2015), there are different ways to apply 

the transnational norms in the Brazilian territory, which the second author nominates “postures.” By adopting 

Bobbio’s (1996) referential, Miranda (2011) suggests the possibility of three postures: “refusal”, 

“indifference”, and “absorption”. The first happens when the state perceives what comes from transnational 

planning as being prohibited. The second refers to the state’s acceptance of another planning, but in a way that 

it does not ask the judiciary to resolve its conflicts. The third occurs when the state accepts the transnational 

planning, dividing in “reception”, when the state expressly incorporates the non-state in its own planning, or 

“resend”, when the state does not regulate the subject matter in its norms, but establishes the planning 

responsible for such. 

According to Miranda (2011), the prevalent system in Brazil is resend, in the way that the norms emitted 

by FIFA about soccer are accepted by the CBF, regulating the “official” soccer at the national level, without 

the necessity of state norms. But other postures are not discarded, as in Law 12.663 (Brazil 2012), which states 

that due to the complexity and particularity of the subject it regulates (WC-2014), it deals with a majority case 

of reception, transforming the guarantees required by FIFA for the realization of the mega-event in national 

law, but also, even if to a lesser extent, of refusal, as not all the guarantees were integrally granted1.  

In this way, we can notice that FIFA, regarding the exercise of external sovereignty, contrary to what 

happens in the states, necessarily subsumes other entities, above all the states themselves, and there is no way 

for FIFA to manifest itself independently, as it depends on acceptance. That is, even if FIFA determines the 

rules of official soccer and its respective official championships and thus has enough power over the states 

with which it negotiates, it can be barred by the states’ will and laws.  

If any point of Law 12.663 (Brazil 2012) and/or of the realization of the 2014 World Cup itself 

confronted society’s acquired rights, it is not due to FIFA’s interference on national sovereignty, but to the 

illegitimacy and immorality of the government that allowed it to do so.    

 

Final considerations 

The 2014 World Cup organization put itself as a very illustrative social locus of how relations between 

the state and sports work. From this, it is possible to realize that such relations are permeated by political 

exchanges that involve the abdication of part of the country’s external sovereignty.  

The public agent accepts such abdication as it believes there will be some personal benefits, normally 

related to a belief in the possibility of a better position before internal sovereignty by increasing its symbolic 

and political capital. On the other hand, this was not verified in the WC-2014, especially if the popular physical 

(CC-2013) and constant electronic manifestations are taken into account. 

If in the transnational relations between the state and FIFA it appears at first sight that the will of the 

sports institution is the one that is highlighted, even with the accusation that FIFA is governing the country 

and taking national sovereignty, when examined again, we can identify that, in fact, FIFA demands generate 

effectiveness only if the government accepts them. Therefore, any identified problem does not concern the 

state’s external sovereignty, but the internal one in the relationship between the government and the people.  

 

 

                                                           
1Free determination of the ticket price for the competitions, for instance, was demanded by FIFA, but the state refused to 

fully admit such possibility and established some criteria for different prices and discounts for certain groups of the 

population. Regardless of whether these criteria and discounts were ideal or not, the establishment by Law 12.663 (Brazil 

2012) is an example that the state suffered no interference in its sovereignty by FIFA. 
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