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Expeditions to Spitsbergen were initiated by students of the Geo-
graphic Scientific Circle, who organized a reconnaissance trip to Western 
Spitsbergen in the summer of 1978 (July 5 — September 9). Scientific 
supervision on behalf of the Faculty was performed by Dr W. Lenart 
(hydrologist). The next three trips: in 1980 (July 7 — September 9), 
1985 (July 2 — September 5) and 1988 (June 28 — August 26) were 
organized by research workers and students of the Faculty of Geography 
and Regional Studies of the University of Warsaw. Dr A. Musiai (geo-
morphologist) was the scientific and organizational manager. Besides, 
the following employees of the Faculty took part in Academic Polar 
Expeditions of the University of Warsaw: Dr B. Horodyski (cartographer),. 
K. Kossobudzki, M.Sc. (cartographer) and J. Drecki, M.Sc. (geomorpho-
logist). Since 1985, invited geographers from other countries have partici-
pated in the expeditions, that is a Slovak J. Lacika (structural geomorpho-
logist) and three Swedes, including Prof. W. Karlen (glaciologist). Overall, 
the Academic Polar Expeditions organized by the Faculty of Geography 
and Regional Studies of the University of Warsaw were attended by: 
5 employees, 3 doctors of medicine, 1 journalist, 4 foreign guests and 
21 students. 

The transport to Spitsbergen was organized by air from Warsaw to 
Moscow, then to Longyearbyen and afterwards in Soviet helicopters to 
Barentsburg. Transport to the main bases, that is trappers' cottages, 
was organized in helicopters or by ship. 

Field studies in small groups of people were conducted from tent 
bases. Food and measuring instruments were supplied from Poland to 
the main bases by air from Barentsburg or by sea on a Polish ship from 
Gdynia. 

The area of scientific penetration in three subsequent Academic 
Polar Expeditions of the Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies 
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of the University of Warsaw covered the western part of Nordenskiold 
Land and stretched between Bellsund and Van Mijenfjorden in the 
south and Isfjorden in the north. The research program of the expeditions 
included physicogeographical issues with specific stress on problems 
related to geomorphology, geology and glaciology. So far about 700 km2 

of the western pairt of Nordenskiold Land has been geologically and 
geomorphologically charted on the scale of 1 :25,000 with the use of 
air pictures and panoramic photos from mountain peaks. The collected 
materials helped to publish two , colour geomorphological maps of the 
studies area on the scale of 1 : 75,000 and a plain on the scale of 1 : 3,000 of 
a marginal zone of Linnues glacier, based on a table photo. Studies 
also included the situation of the so-called "old" morainic belt on the 
sea plain as well as the distribution of erratics in that part of the 
archipelago. Also detailed botanic studies were made of a fragment of 
the tundra near Varsolhytta. Now there is a possibility of a synthetic 
study presenting paleographic development of the area under study. 
So far about twenty articles have been published on the issue (a list 
of the most important ones is herebelow). 
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