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Book reviews

Europe is the cradle of the earth sciences; it is the 
classical area of earth-science research, and it has 
long been the home of the type areas of the vari-
ous chronostratigraphic units. How unfortunate it 
is, in my opinion, that the fundaments of the earth 
sciences were destroyed by the International  Com-
mission on Stratigraphy (ICS) of the International 
Union of Geological Societies (IUGS) and, more 
particularly, by the adaptations proposed (and lat-
er approved and adapted again) by Gradstein et al. 
(2012). Much of the old literature can no longer be 
understood by the new generations of geologists!

In spite of the attack of Europe as the classical 
area of the earth sciences, this continent fortunately 
is still recognised as the continent that houses re-
gions that have become of great geological value, 

sometimes because of their geological characteris-
tics, sometimes because of their value for education-
al purposes, and sometimes because of their role in 
the early days of geology. It is therefore also very 
fortunate that Dunedin Academic Press has started 
a book series on such classical areas in Europe. The 
first books were published in 2001 (on Italian volca-
noes and on Auvergne), and since then many more 
were presented. The present book is number 12 and 
several more books are being prepared.

The present book deals with Almeria (a prov-
ince in SE Spain), which is a classical area for Med-
iterranean Neogene and Quaternary geology, also 
because of the interaction between the European 
and the African plates. The consequent initial com-
pression resulted in the Betic Cordilleras, but dur-
ing the late Tertiary the compressional regime was 
replaced by lateral shear, resulting in a basin-and-
range terrain. Basins preserve the evaporites related 
to the so-called Messinian salinity crisis, when the 
Mediterranean desiccated. And the above aspects 
are only a few of those that make this region a clas-
sic!

It is therefore not surprising that the area is fre-
quently visited for university field classes, but also 
for ‘geo-tourism’. This is expressed by the contents 
of the book, which is not a geological overview at 
the front of science, but rather a work that forms an 
excellent basis for student field work, but also for 
interested tourists with a basal knowledge of geol-
ogy and geomorphology. This two-fold purpose is 
found back in the structure of the book: a first part

devoted to the Neogene sedimentary basins (in-
cluding the famous Sorbas Basin) within the con-
text of the regional structural geology, and a second 
part with itineraries for field excursions and site de-
scriptions focusing on key locations.

The book is well illustrated in full colour, with 
maps, field sketches and abundant photographs. 
The text is well written and easily readable. It has 
an extensive index, and for the non-professionals a 
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useful glossary and a time scale. If you ever plan to 
have holidays in Spain, go to Almeria and spend 
some nice and interesting time with this book in 
your hand.
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