DE DE GRUYTER
OPEN

G

The Journal of Critical Care Medicine 2015;1(1):3-4

EDITORIAL

DOI: 10.1515/jccm-2015-0001

Critical Thinking for Critical Care

Leonard Azamfirei*

Editor-in-Chief

University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Tirgu Mures, 38 Gheorghe Marinescu street, Tirgu Mures, 540139, Romania

It is a great privilege to introduce the Journal of Critical
Care Medicine, a new international publication aiming
to promote the dissemination of scientific information
in the treatment of the critical ill.

The JCCM, a multidisciplinary journal, will publish
high-quality scientific papers covering different as-
pects related to the care of critical ill patients covering
a broad spectrum of therapeutic disciplines, such as
general surgery, perioperative care, cardiology, inter-
nal medicine, pneumology, infectious diseases, organ
transplantation, emergency medicine or neurology.

Critical care medicine is a rapid expanding field. Re-
cent progress in medical science and technology has
led to a significant increase in the number of patients
with life-threatening conditions who can benefit from
increasingly wide-ranging monitoring and care. Signif-
icant resources are nowadays invested in the complex
effort to discover and develop new approaches dedi-
cated to improve the progress of these patients and to
ensure a fast clinical and functional recovery.

In Central and Eastern European countries, com-
plex strategies are required to align critical care models
to the best current standards of care on international
level. There is an obvious need, for a new journal dedi-
cated to the exchange of information within the medi-
cal community dedicated to treating the critically ill.
The necessity for a such a journal arises not only from
the high relevance of the topics covered, but also from
the paucity of journals in this part of Europe, dedi-
cated to subjects relating to the critical ill. The JCCM
will address these needs with specific regard, but not
exclusively, to those of Central and Eastern European
countries.

In the recently published WELPICUS study, it has
been demonstrated that “World wide consensus could

be developed for the majority of definitions and state-
ments about end-of-life practices” and that these state-
ments and definitions could be used in achieving uni-
versal standards of practice for end-of-life care. It was
also suggested that statements where consensus was
not reached, identified important areas for future re-
search [1].

Integration, into their own sphere of influence, of
worldwide accepted principles of care for the critical
ill patient, represents a major objective for critical care
specialists from Central and Eastern European. The
JCCM will endeavor to provide the necessary scientific
support to achieve this goal, concomitant with provid-
ing an efficient forum allowing the dissemination of
knowledge and expertise together with the develop-
ment of further research, in this key field of medicine.

One of the main goals of any medical journal is to
contribute to the evidence base necessary to improve
medical practice [2]. As a measure of social responsi-
bility, the JCCM will stimulate publication of research
that could be easily translated into current practice,
and so doing will contribute to improved outcomes
for critically-ill patients. Undoubtable, achieving these
improvements represents an extremely difficult task.
Not only does it entail a complex and multidisciplinary
approach but also a high level of expertise in various
different medical specialties. Covering different topics
of medicine, ranging from pre-clinical to clinical stud-
ies and having the objective to publish the most recent
advances in the field of research related to critical care
medicine, the journal will promote the most up-to-date
understanding of different pathophysiological mecha-
nisms involved in the progression of disease together
with the most contemporary accepted treatment of the
critically ill.
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Academic criteria used for assessment of journal
quality often fail to ensure a fair evaluation system,
based as they are on citation levels, which do not al-
ways correlate with knowledge translation. A rapid
social media recirculation via links to articles, added
in rapidly spreading social communication channels,
has the potential to change clinical practice, present-
ing sometimes a more significant impact than an article
published in a top-ranking journal [3]. Some journals
display on their web pages the “most downloaded ar-
ticles” suggesting that the download frequency repre-
sents an alternative measure of article quality, inde-
pendent of citation metrics. However, in the absence
of alternative evaluation standards, the currently ac-
cepted academic criteria using citation analysis re-
mains the basis of evaluation of journal content. The
JCCM rapidly intends to reach a high citation score by
selecting for publication articles of the highest quality.
The diversity of published article types, ranging from
“letter to editor” and “case presentation study” through
“reviews” and “commissioned state-of-the-art articles”
to the most complex original research papers, will en-
sure various possibilities for knowledge dissemination
in the JCCM, and hopefully be reflected in the journal
rapidly achieving a high citation record.

Available online at: www.jccm.ro

By launching the JCCM, we count on the contribu-
tion of the scientific community active in the field of
critical care and we would like to encourage everyone
concerned to use this opportunity and so make a sig-
nificant contribution to the future development of crit-
ical care medicine.

We invite you to publish relevant papers in the
JCCM, to enjoy together the growth of the journal and
to share with us the success of this top-level academic
initiative.
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