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Mouth Insertion Depths in Canadian Smokers*
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�0

Cigarette Regular King size 100's Total

Ventilated 341 739 118 1198 (54.8 %)

Non-ventilated 634 353 0   987 (45.2 %)

Total 975 (44.6 %) 1092 (50.0 %) 118 (5.4 %) 2185 (100 %)

Table 1. 
Distribution of identified, measurable butts by ventilation status and cigarette length.
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Region Regular King size 100's

Ontario
Quebec
British Columbia

Collected butts

38.6 %
49.0 %
45.9 %

44.6 %

53.5 %
47.8 %
45.7 %

50.0 %

7.9 %
3.2 %
8.4 %

5.4 %

Table 2.

Average sales during October-December 1996, by cigarette length in the sampled regions.

Cigarette length

Average maximum insertion depth in mm (± SD)

Ventilated Non-ventilated Combined

Regular length
King size
100's

All brands

10.3 (± 3.7)
10.8 (± 3.8)
10.4 (± 2.4)

10.6 (± 3.6)

10.6 (± 3.7)
11.7 (± 3.4)
10.3 (± 4.5)

11.0 (± 3.6) 10.8 (± 3.6)

Table 3.
Average maximum insertion depths by cigarette length and by filter ventilation.
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Figure 1.
Distribution of maximum insertion depths for the total sample and for non-ventilated and ventilated brands.
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Figure 2.
Distribution of maximum insertion depths for ventilated cigarettes, by length.
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Figure 3.
Lip patterns on the filter with (a) vents uncovered, (b)
partially covered vents and (c) completely blocked
vents. The ventilation zone is 2 mm wide.

Width (in mm) and type of ventilation zone 

0
 (Single Row)

1
 (Double Row)

2
(Zone, Triple Row)

3
 (Zone)

Clear 933 (75.9%) 933 (75.9%) 933 (75.9%) 933 (75.9%)

Partially covered 169 (13.8%) 196 (15.9% 233 (18.9%) 251(20.4%)

Completely blocked 127 (10.3%) 100 (8.1%) 63 (5.2%) 45 (3.7%)

Table 4.
Calculated extent of ventilation hole coverage based on the width of the ventilation zone for different types of
ventilated tipping used on the Canadian market.
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