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Abstract : The Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius tenuirostris) is a worldwide endangered bird species 
on the brink of extintion. For the last time it nested in Siberia, Russia. It flew trought Europe regulary 
in the 19th century. Because its records are unrepeatable, each date has a high scientific value. This 
article describes the historical record probably of the Czech Republic, probably in north-eastern 
Moravia in the environment of Místek in Lachia, probably between the years 1884 and 1897. This record 
might come from the collection of J. Bednař from the school in Místek (now Frýdek-Místek). These 
indirect data are provable and it is not possible to agree with the conclusion of the Czech Faunistic 
Committee  which considers the location and date as unknown. 
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Introduction 
 

The Slender-billed Curlew, Numenius tenuirostris Vieillot, 1817, is a rare species in 
Europe, North Africa and in the middle East, described by L. J. P. Vieillot from Egypt. Its last 
nesting was found in the environments of Omsk in Siberia, Russia, in 1924 (Belik 1994; Cooper 
& Adams 2005,; Cleeves & Crockford 2008; Cleeves et al. 2008, Donald et al. 2013; Hirschfeld 
et al. 2013; Bird-Life International 2015; Gils et al. 2015). In western Siberia it was seen on 
July 7, 1996 (Bojko & Nowak 1996). According to the isotope analysis of feathers of young 
birds from museum collections, the nestling span was set for steppes of Kazakhstan and 
southern Russia between 48ºN and 58ºN latitudes (Buchanan et al. 2017). Al the tum of the 
20th and 21th centuries it was seen flying in Oman, Marocco and Greece, for the last time in 
Hungary in 2001 and in 2003 and 2004 at the Danube delta (Oláh & Pigniczki 2010; Zhmud 
2005). Crockford (2009) attracted attention to the importance of documentation and museum 
collections. There were more occurrences in the Czech Republic in the 19th century and at the 
turn of the 19th and 20th centuries than given in literature. It was also seen somewhere in 
Bohemia (Hudeček 2016) and in the environments of Česká Lípa in northern Bohemia 
(Novozámecký pond, coordinate: 50 37 42 / 14 32 71, Vondráček 2002: 106). The exclusion of 
an almost extinct species from the list of Czech birds is completely ill-planned (Kren 2000: 
270, Vavřík & Czech Faunistic Committee 2015), and it even is not in accordance with  
the known knowledge about its occurrence in central Europe (see Glutz von Blotzheim et al. 
1977: 292-297). 
 
Slender-billed Curlew in a school in Místek 
 

In one of the offices in 6 th Primary school in Místek, in Pionýrů Street 400 (now Frýdek-
Místek) was in June 1992 found, determined and gained one adult male of the Slender-billed 
Curlew and donated to the Silesian Museum in Opava (donator Jiří J. Hudeček, deed of gift). 
On March 3, 1993, it was registered with an incremental number Z 12/93, and inventory number 
3647 (Anonymus 1984-2013; Beneš et al. 2005, Fig. 1). This specimen was originally tagged  
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with a plastered label as Whimbrel, Numenius phaeopus (Linnaeus, 1758) and name "Curlew" 
(in German: "Brachvogel"), with a set numbers. Origin label to seal of damaged plate with latin 
name of the Whimbrel (Fig. 2). The archival inventory list of the school collections was 
unfortunately shredded in 1981 (Hudeček in Hudec et al. 1995: 116, Beneš in Motýl 2000; 
Hudeček et al. 2002; Hudec & Šťastný 2005: 638). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 1: Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius tenuirostris), adult male, probably environment of Místek in Lachia, 19th 
century, collection Silesian Museum Opava, inventory number 3647. Photo Josef Solnický 
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Fig 2: Comparsion of damagen label from the stand of Slender-billed Curlew (marked as Whimbrel), with 
specimen of label of collection Julius Bednař (in German "Spende Bednař" = donor Bednař) 
 
 
 
Origin from Lachia? 
 

A pharmacist and natural sciencist from Místek, Adolf Schwab (1807-1891), did not know 
anything about the occurrence of the Slender-billed Curlew and the Whimbrel in the environ-
ments of Místek (he gave some donations to Místek ´school in 1867, and he was literally active 
in 1879 for the last time, Schwab 1869; Hudeček & Hanák 2000; von Wurzbach 1876; 
Anonymus 1891). Kadlčák (1905) wrote in his text "Fauna of the Beskydy territory in Lachia", 
and Linhart (1915) in text "Fauna of the Místek district" that the "Curlew" had been seen there. 
Also Jan Prášek (1874-?), a secondary school teacher in Místek and a natural scientist, wrote in 
his work "Ornithological situation in Lachia" that a "rainy Curlew(= the Whimbrel, Numenius 
phaeopus), the body lenght 50 cm was observed in Lachia" (Prášek 1908; Hudec et al. 1966, 
Fig. 3). From this can be logically deduced that the origin und time of record can probably be 
derived. The Czech name "koliha dešťová" = rainy Curlew is derived from the German name 
Regen Brachvogel and the name "Curlew" (German "Brachvogel", Czech "koliha") itself 
concerns the Whimbrel (Brehm 1830; Dalla-Torre & Knauer 1887; for a detailed interpretation 
see Bertau 2014). Literature describes mistaking the Whimbrel and Slender-billed Curlew 
(Tschusi zu Schmidhoffen 1896). Lachia is an ethnographic area (Kolektiv 1993: 434; 
Krulikovský 2007) on the border between Moravia and Silesia, on both river banks of the Ostra-
vice River so it can be concluded that the record happened somewhere in the environment of 
Místek. Probably it is a specimen from the collection of J. Bednař (Bednarz) and based on  
the period of his working in the local school, it might have been between the years 1884-1897. 
Julius Bednař (1856-1897) came from Červená Voda, graduated from a teachers institute in 
Brno, since 1884 he was the director of a German Utraquist town single-sex school for boys in 
Místek. Since 1894 he was a district inspector for townfolk schools. He died prematurely of  
a heart disease. Since 1886 he was a member of the Society for Natural Science in Brno (as 
very valuable member, Heinke 1890) where he was highly appreciated for his numerous gifts 
of birds and mammals. Thanks to Josef Talský he also became a member of the Ornithological 
Society in Vienna (Anonymus 1886). He wrote the obituary for A. Schwab (Bednař 1891). 
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After Bednař´s death, his zoological collection was donated to the town single-sex school for 
boys in Frýdek on February 23, 1897 (Anonymus 1897a; b; c; d). This school was also called 
"Below the owl", later on "School of Petr Bezruč", and was opened on December 2, 1888 
(Hrozek 1965; Kulhánková 2014). A smaller part of the collections stayed in the town single-
sex school for boys in Místek, whose last headquarters was the contenporary Primary School 
(renewed since September 1, 1961, in Pionýrů Street 400), where the described Slender-billed 
Curlew as Whimbrel was found. On October 17, 2013 in the Primary School in Místek, and on 
November 6, 2013 in collections and gained also the samples of his labels (Jiří J. Hudeček, 
Michal Jakubec). In his collection there were common bird and mammal species by writting 
the locations and dates directly on the base. Bednař´s labels have identical features with the la-
bel on the Slender-billed Curlew (see Fig. 2). 
 
 

 
Fig 3: Observation of the Whimbrel (Numeniius phaeopus) at Lachia in environment of Místek (Prášek 1908: 22) 
At footnote number 4 is written: "Also observed of Whimbrel, people rainy Curlew, lenght of body as far as 50 
cm". 
 
 
The Slender-billed Curlew and the Czech Faunistic Committee for Ornithology 
 

The record of the Slender-billed Curlew was given to the Czech Faunistic Committee for 
Ornithology, which registered it under a references number FK-H 06/2005 (Vavřík in litt.). 
Without having properly taken into account all known related circumstances, they have 
concluded the matter under number FK 12/2014 as "rejected" and said it was the only evidence 
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in our territory and that is why we cannot exclude or confirm the local origin: "the date and 
location are unknown". It is necessary to attract attention to a different approach to same 
questions (Anonymus s. d., b; here coloured photograph). Czech Faunistic Committee for 
Ornithology atributed the location and deduced date to the Northern Fulmar, Fulmarus glacialis 
(Linnaeus, 1761) found in a school in Písek (in Bohemia) based on the record of Alfred Hořice. 
And that all only evidence to the origin of the Northern Fulmar but the Czech Faunistic 
Committee for Ornithology, which does not approve of similar cases, approved of this highly 
probable record (Anonymus s. d., a). Unlike this, the found specimen of the Slender-billed 
Curlew has several indirect indications which might be used to state probable circumstances of 
the record: literary references, the location of the specimen in the school collection in Místek, 
the label and heading "Curlew" and "Whimbrel", according to its label coming from J. Bednař 
´s collection in the same school, a more accurate date of the specimen. This all increases  
the scientific, cultural, and museum value of the found specimen, in the 19th century, people 
knew about a regular migration of Slender-billed Curlew in Europe and their flying toward 
Místek might not have been impossible. 
 
Conclusions 
 

Kadlčák (1905) and Linhart (1915) recordes "the Curlew", Prášek (1908) "the Whimbrel" 
(= rainy Curlew) in Lachia, in environment of town Místek. In a school in Místek was found  
a Slender-billed Curlew, originally labelled as a Whimbrel. From this can be deduced the 
location of occurrence of an adult male bird, probably in the Czech Republic, in north-eastern 
Moravia in the ethnographic region of Lachia, probably somewhere in the vicinity of Místek 
(coordinate: 50 4 12 / 14 25 48), probably in the years 1884-1897, probably from the collec-
tions of J. Bednař from the same school and according to the working period of this collector 
and his labels. The specimen is deposited in the Silesian Museum in Opava under an inventory 
number 3647. These indirect factś are sufficiently convincing. The record is registered by the 
Czech Faunistic Committee for Ornithology under number FK 12/2014, as rejected. 
Nevertheless, it cannot be agreed with their rejection and conclusions saying that the location 
and date are not known as vell as with their crossing out this species from Czech birds ist. 
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