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On 26 January 2015, Professor Zdzistawa Wojcik
celebrated a truly extraordinary anniversary — the 100™
anniversary of birthday. Earlier, in spring 2014, another
respectable event took place, i.c., the 50" anniversary
of obtaining the PhD title. The complicated vicissitudes
of her life abounded in various adverse situations that
testified her strength and nobleness in difficult times. At
the same time, she consistently developed her professio-
nal career with admirable persistence. Her interest in
the world of nature started already in early childhood,
in her home city of Krakéw, where she was born and
lived for many years. This was also the place in which
her fascination for plants was born. Being a small girl,
she was impressed by beauty of flowers growing in a
home garden, in which, as she recalls, “my mother saw
poppies. They were mostly red, but also pink, white
and even yellow. And poppies were my greatest love.
1t turned out that the red colour was vital for my life”.
These feelings were so prophetic!

In spring 1920, family of Zdzistawa Wjcik moved
to Poznan, where her father — Kazimierz Wojcik — got
employment as an associate professor of geology and
paleontology at the newly founded, in 1919, University
of Poznan. Here, she received a certificate of second-
ary education and began studies at the local university.
She obtained the title of engineer of agriculture (1937)
and, at the same time, the title of Master of Philosophy
in the area of botany (1938). Both dissertation theses
were subsequently published — in 1939 and 1938, res-
pectively, which proves their high value. It is worth
mentioning that she studied under the supervision
of such famous botanists as: Feliks Krawiec, Witold
Kulesza, Bronistaw Niklewski, Jozef Paczoski, Adam
Wodziczko and Karol Zaleski. Owing to very good final
marks obtained from the university and for the diploma
theses, she was awarded with a scientific scholarship.

Within the framework of this scholarship, the studies
of vegetation of the Brodnica Lakeland were initiated
in summer 1939. Her research was soon stopped by an
outbreak of the WW2.

The years 1939-1948 brought numerous life expe-
riences connected with the hardships of war-time life
and wandering, but they were also marked with great
devotion and sacrifice during her stay in foreign lands.
In June 1940, in Lvov, she was arrested and sent for
forced labor to the surroundings of Arkhangelsk and
Murmansk. After amnesty, Zdzistawa Wojcik got em-
ployed in a diplomatic post in Arkhangelsk. In summer
1942, she leaved the Soviet Union together with a Polish
army under general Wtadystaw Anders. Initially, she
worked for several months for the Polish Red Cross in
Mashhad (Iran), supervising the transports of children
to Teheran. Subsequently, she moved to the British East
Africa, where, from December 1942 until the end of
1944, she managed all scout teams that were stationed
there.

After the end of war, she worked for three years
(1945-1947) as a biology and geography teacher in two
high schools in Tenger in Tanganyika (presently Tanza-
nia). At the same time, in her free time, she was a leader
of a scout troop. Next, in February 1948, Zdzistawa
Wojcik left to Canada, where she got a position at the
University of Toronto, as a research assistant. At the end
of 1948, she returned to Poland and settled in Warsaw.
Initially, she was engaged in various freelance jobs and,
subsequently, in the years 1950-53, she was employed
in the State Agricultural and Forestry Publishing House.
At first, she took on a secretary position and, later, she
was promoted to the position of editor and manager of
the Editorial Office.

Due to her great respect for Jozef Paczoski since
student days, she edited “Dzieta wybrane” [ The selected
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Fig. 1. Prof. Zdzistawa Wojcik on the day of Her 100" birthday (photograph by B. Wojcik)

works] of this eminent botanist. This publication is a
reprint of significant works of Paczoski and contains
“Szkice fitosocjologiczne” [Phytosociological drafts],
“Podstawowe zagadnienia geografii roslin” [Funda-
mental issues of plant geography] and two early chap-
ters of an extensive and thorough monograph “Lasy
Bialowiezy” [Forests of Biatowieza] — concerning “The
ideological principles of phytosociology”, and “Zagad-
nienia typologii lesnej” [Issues of forest typology]. The
book was published in June 1951, i.e., on the eve of
the First Congress of Polish Science, thus, proving the
everlasting merits of Paczoski in building fundamentals
of biocenosis science.

A return of Zdzistawa Wojcik to a true scientific
career, after almost 15 years of an unplanned break,
can be counted since 1953, when she got a position in
the Institute of Ecology of Polish Academy of Scien-
ces. Here, she started from preliminary research of
ecological literature. Effects of this work were published
in 1953-55 in the journal “Ekologia Polska” [Polish
Ecology]. In 1956, in the same journal, the summing up
of this bibliography was issued as an extensive review
of the Polish achievements in population science. The
subsequent years of work in the Institute brought the
whole series of both independent and team publications
—the latter are prerequisite in interdisciplinary research.

Fig. 2. Prof. Zdzistawa Wojcik during field studies in the Przemysl Foothills in 1992 (photograph by B. Wojcik)



These works concentrated on the primary and secondary
production of biomass in different terrestrial ecosystems
(grasslands and forests). Particularly interesting were
the results of field studies of invertebrate herbivore
effects on grassland vegetation biomass, or the role of
birds-vegetation interactions. Apart from the topics real-
ized within the scope of the Institute, she conducted also
the studies of weed vegetation in crop fields. In relation
to the latter area of research, in April 1964, Zdzistawa
Wojcik was granted the title of Doctor of Philosophy by
the Council of Faculty of Biology and Earth Sciences of
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, based on her
PhD dissertation “Zbiorowiska chwastow zbozowych
Mazowsza” [Crop weed communities of Mazowsze].
The thesis supervisor was prof. Zygmunt Czubinski.
In 1970, after moving to the Institute of Geogra-
phy and Spatial Organization of the Polish Academy
of Sciences, her studies concentrated on the issues of
structure and functioning of segetal communities. She
also continued ecological investigations related to the
biomass production, determination of the role of insects
in grassland ecosystems and functioning of ecotone
zones. Zdzistawa Wojcik paid also a lot of attention to
the methodological aspects of research. She published
numerous works that showed bioindicatory properties of
plant associations and their use in the evaluation of en-
vironmental conditions. This area of research turned out
to be very inspiring and fruitful. She proposed her work
“Charakterystyka siedlisk polnych na Pogorzu Beskidu
Niskiego metodami biologicznymi” [Characteristic of
field habitats of the Low Beskid Foothills) as a basis of
habilitation procedure. In 1976, she was awarded the
degree of habilitated doctor in ecology and geobotany.
It is also worth of mentioning that the reviewers of her
dissertation were outstanding specialists, professors:
Saturnin Borowiec, Jan Kornas, Wiadystaw Matusz-
kiewicz and Andrzej Samuel Kostrowicki. The novel
qualities of this work were confirmed by the award of
the Scientific Secretary of Polish Academy of Sciences,
granted in 1976. A year later, the work was published.
In the subsequent years, Prof. Wojcik conducted a
thorough ecological analysis of the occurrence and
differentiation of segetal weeds (of stubble fields,
crops and root crops) in the crop fields of east regions
of the country. She also investigated synanthropisation
of forest islands in agricultural landscape. Moreover,
the collected material and a great progress in general
agroecological knowledge, related to the long standing
program “Rejonizacja chwastow segetalnych w Polsce”
[Regionalization of segetal weeds in Poland] coordi-
nated by prof. Jozef Rola (IUNG Wroctaw), allowed
her to investigate chorological topics. The outcome
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of these studies were works about the occurrence of
Consolido-Brometum association, or distribution of
species characteristic for Papaveretum argemones.

Prof. Wojcik has also rich and very valuable achieve-
ments in popularization of science. Her most important
achievements in this area include scientific editing of
joint translations of several handbooks, among others, of
Elton (The ecology of invasions by animals and plants),
Markov (Agrophytocoenology), Odum (Fundamentals
of Ecology) and Tishler (Agroecology). She is also a
co-author of a lengthy publication entitled “Kalendarz
przyrody” [Calendar of nature] (1966), which aroused
a great interest and had several editions in the years
1972-1995. Exceptional are also numerous publications
by Prof. Wojcik that commemorate children deported
to Soviet Union, who, subsequently, found their way to
Middle East, Africa, India or New Zeland.

The overall achievement of Prof. Zdzistawa Wojcik
is very extensive and covers a number of topics. In
total, it comprises about 100 positions and nearly half
of them are original publications. These works are
distinguished by great accuracy related to research
material, methodological care and clear conclusions.
The latest of these works were published in the years
2000-2001! One of them, i.e., “Zbiorowiska segetalne
Pojezierza Suwalskiego” [Segetal communities of the
Suwatki Lakeland] was a basis for awarding a special
distinction. For this work, in 2001, she received the
Medal of Professor Zygmunt Czubinski. Among other
honorable distinctions, there should be mentioned the
Medal of Commission of National Education for her
didactic and educational work with schoolchildren in
Affica.

Finally, one more ‘corporate’ distinction has to be
acknowledged, which can be found in the special sys-
tematics of Polish researchers* involved in the studies
of distribution, biology and ecology of segetal weeds,
prepared by the author of the present article. In this
system, Zdzistawa Wjcik has been ‘classified’ as a no-
menclatural type Exploratrix clarissima var. praeceptrix
in the subclass Wojcikidae of the Mazovian subgroup
(subgrex Mazoviensis).

Thus, the final thing to do is to pay a tribute to
Professor Zdzistawa Wojcik for her enormous merits
and achievements and express our deep respect and
admiration.

Our Dear and Honourable Jubilarian — we extend our
heartfelt congratulations and wish you excellent health
and everything the best. Ad multos annos!

*Latowskl K. 2007. Segetalia Polonica — systema no-
vum. Wiad. Bot. 51(3-4): 127-132.
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