
Night Zoo

This paper deals with a psychoanalytic interpretation of the titular story. It is part of the first 
volume in the Hungarian anthology series entitled 

 (‘Éjszakai Állatkert – Antológia a n i szexualitásról’). The analysis focuses on the 
story  (‘Éjszakai Állatkert’) written by Zsófia Bán according to Freud’s personality 
theory. The theory regards our psyche as divided into three parts. The id is the instinctual part 
of our mind that represents our sexual and hidden desires, the superego contains the moral 
conscience and the norms, and the ego mediates between the wishes of the id and the rules of 
the superego. The chosen short story seems to revolve around unfulfilled love between two 
people. But after critical reading, it is obvious that this is not a love story of two people, but the 
relationship lies between the narrator and her unfulfilled desires. There is an immense conflict 
between instincts and social expectations. The narrator’s id has a desire; she just wants to be 
happy and have harmony in her life. But the superego does not allow her to fulfill the desire. 
The ego is therefore instrumental in deciding what the correct decision is. 
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“ .” Sigmund Freud esszék

. Pszichoanalízis. Öt el adás 1909-ben, a Worcesteri Clark Universityn Psychoanalysis. 

Five performances in 1909 at Worcester Clark University],

Bevezés a pszichoanalízisbe Introduction to Psychoanalysis
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