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In order to demonstrate an aspect in which the novel is relatable to the canon of absurdism and 
enrich the view of dimensions in which it functions, the purpose of the following article is a 
reading of Flann O’Brien’s  in relation to the Absurd as an ontological 
category of existentialism and absurdism. Firstly, some assumptions already made on account 
of the novel are introduced. Secondly, the relevant and chosen characteristics of the Absurd 
are summarized in relation to Kierkegaard’s and Camus’s conceptions of the Absurd. Then, 
the novel is interpreted in relation to the insufficiency of human knowledge and rational thought 
in terms of achieving comprehension transcending existence. Lastly, the novel is interpreted in 
relation to the narrator’s fear of death, with death as an element transcending existence and 
adding to its irrationality. Overall, the way in which the novel depicts a specific contraction 
resulting in the Absurd is illustrated.  
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row of necessary evils as the most ancient of human mon-
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